












































































































































Looking south from the Turnpike along Main Street West    New shops and restaurants     

surround a beautiful plaza, encouraging patio dining, a safe place for children to run and play, 

and a daytime destination for area office workers to gather for lunch. 

A new roundabout on Rutgers Avenue can provide a beautiful entrance to 

downtown and Main Street shopping and make it easier for Woodland 

neighbors to cross on foot, biking or pushing a stroller. 

Re-Imagine 

Oak Ridge!    
Our new downtown 

can provide a place 

for Oak Ridge to 

gather, celebrate, 

eat, drink, live, work 

and play!  With 

design elements 

that are uniquely 

Oak Ridge, we can 

create a heart that 

locals and visitors 

alike will recognize 

as a special place. 

View looking east into our new downtown area.  This location provides easy 

access to and from Bissell Park/Municipal Building/Library/Senior Center. 

The design can 

incorporate 

uniquely Oak Ridge 

symbolism. 

Downtown Oak Ridge 
Oak Ridge was born without a downtown, in the interest of national security, during the Manhattan Project.   

Over the decades, multiple plans have called for creating such a place - where Oak Ridgers can live, work and play!  

The Wilson Street corridor, bordering Main Street shopping near the new American Museum of Science & Energy 

(AMSE) location and easily accessible from the Turnpike and A.K. Bissell Park, provides a great opportunity to 

finally have a distinctive, uniquely Oak Ridge place for us to gather.  The existence of a more urban environment, 

featuring apartments, condos, restaurants, local shops, offices and beautiful green space, will attract new and 

different businesses to Oak Ridge —  helping to fortify our tax base.  The vision shown here is intended to inform 

and engage citizens, property owners and investors, to create support and new development activity. 

a  D e v e l o p m e n t - O r i e n t e d  V i s i o n  f o r   

 

 

The planning represented here was guided by recent Main Street Plan (PUD) amendments to ensure that the corridor will have a consistent 

character.  The intention is to transform a suburban-style street into our new downtown and include the following characteristics: 
 

 MIXED-USE:  include a mixture of retail, restaurant, residential, and/or offices, with residential element being a critical ingredient; 
 

 MULTI-STORY:  define the street with multi-story buildings located at back of sidewalk (i.e. no parking lots between buildings and street); 
 

 STREETSCAPE:  install attractive landscaping, sidewalks, street 

furniture, etc. to provide a beautiful setting for pedestrians, 

bicyclists, shoppers and residents;  
 

 PEDESTRIAN CONNECTIVITY:  emphasize connectivity from 

Wilson Street to the core of Main Street development, nearby 

Bissell Park, and surrounding neighborhoods and retail. 
 

The street lanes will be narrowed and on-street parking and street 

trees will be added, resulting in a more pedestrian and bike-

friendly environment.  This reimagined environment along with 

new, higher density lofts  and apartments  will create 24/7 activity 

and demand for new shops and restaurants.  Local residents and 

visitors alike will enjoy new choices for eating, drinking, shopping, 

and community gathering in an inviting setting.  

Design Objectives 

 

Planning work was conducted through a grant from the Tennessee 
Department of Transportation, administered via the regional 
Transportation Planning Organization.   

Consultants: AECOM; IBI Placemaking (former CRJA); Johnson Architecture; 
Sizemore Group; Ben Johnson, Illustration; Noell Consulting Group  For more information, Contact: Wayne Blasius: 865-425-3531; wblasius@oakridgetn.gov 

Prepared by the City of Oak Ridge:  
 

Mark Watson, City Manager 
Rick Chinn, Mayor Pro Tem/Stakeholder Group Convener 
Wayne Blasius, Community Development Director 
Nathalie Schmidt, Senior Planner 
Bryan Mills, PE, Civil Engineer 
Missy Shehan, Senior Engineering Technician 

Bird’s Eye View           

from high above the    

new AMSE, looking west 

toward the existing 

Staples and Starbucks. 

A tree-lined street, featuring generous sidewalks, bikeway, benches, 

landscaping, and on-street parking, can create a place that invites 

shopping, strolling and meeting neighbors. 

mailto:wblasius@oakridgetn.gov


 

 

This is not a prescriptive plan, but a vision for an intimate, walkable and urban place with buildings addressing the street, 

flanked by generous sidewalks and streetscapes.  Restaurants, shops, offices, apartments, condominiums, and green 

spaces combine to make a vibrant new district.  Parking is easily accessible on-street and behind or under buildings. 

Tree-lined street with periodic 

green spaces provides 

opportunities for events,  

dining and casual gathering. 

Easy to find and access off of the 

Turnpike via Main Street East and 

West.  Anchored by Bissell Park on 

the west and hotel, neighborhood 

and retail to the east. 

Open Space design provides visual 

and pedestrian connection from the 

street to the new AMSE, hotel and 

Main Street stores. 

Higher-density apartments 

providing housing at multiple price 

points; generating foot-traffic to 

restaurants, shops and attractions. 
A beautiful new traffic circle  

helps to control and slow 

traffic for pedestrian access 

at Wilson’s intersection with 

Rutgers, and becomes an 

iconic entrance to our 

downtown area. 

A Traffic Engineering Analysis was conducted as     

a guide to design, ensuring that new traffic generated by      

the development would flow effectively and safely. 

Flexible outdoor performance 

space allows for a variety of 

large and small acts—facing 

toward the front plaza or back 

to the open parking lot. 
Luxury condos above shops 

or office space, or along the 

street, create an all-day city. 

Uniquely Oak Ridge 

by incorporating 

symbols of our 

devotion to science, 

education, nature, 

and the arts. 

Eating and drinking 

places and unique stores 

draw locals and visitors to 

the fun, comfort and 

beauty of the district. 

A wide green space along 

the south side of Wilson St. 

provides shade and a 

protected bike/walking path. 

VISION  

  a Development-Oriented 

for DOWNTOWN OAK RIDGE 

Rowhouses 

with parking 

beneath & 

rooftop decks, 

provide 

mountain 

views from 

downtown. 
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