MINUTES OF THE

OAK RIDGE BEER BOARD

APPROVED

Special Meeting

Training Room – Municipal Building

November 22, 2010

12:00 noon

PRESENT:
Barton Bailey, Gerald Cooksey, Carol Heck, Chuck Hope, Debra Solmonson, Randy Tedford, and Joe Valentino 
ABSENT:
 None
ALSO

PRESENT:
Tammy Dunn, Senior Staff Attorney



Alan Massengill, Deputy Police Chief 



Mike Uher, Police Captain




ROLL CALL

Chairman Tedford called the meeting to order at 11:58 a.m.         

APPROVAL OF MINUTES   

Mr. Bailey moved, seconded by Mr. Hope, to approve the November 8, 2010 minutes and the motion carried by a vote of 5-0-2, with Chairman Tedford and Mr. Cooksey abstaining from the vote since they were absent for the November 8, 2010 meeting.     

APPLICATIONS FOR NEW BEER PERMIT 
Application #1415
Dolgencorp LLC dba Dollar General Corporation

Dollar General Store #4363

Eva Hutchinson, Manager

600 Oak Ridge Turnpike

Class “B” Permit

Ms. Hutchinson, District Manager, and Ms. Shannon Tevogt, Store Manager, were present to discuss the applications.  Chairman Tedford moved, seconded by Mr. Bailey, to hear the beer permit application and the manager application together and the motion carried unanimously.  
Chairman Tedford inquired about training and Ms. Hutchinson stated all employees are training in-house regarding beer sales, checking IDs, and how to refuse a sale.  She stated all employees must receive a score of 100 on the training test.  She also stated the computers require a date of birth to be entered for a beer transaction and that the sale will not go through if the person is underage or if it is too late for a beer sale based on the City’s hours of sale.  Ms. Hutchinson also brought a copy of the store’s policy.  Chairman Tedford explained about the parking lot responsibilities and to call the police when needed.  Ms. Heck and Mr. Cooksey asked about the method of sale and Ms. Hutchinson stated no single servings are sold, and that beer will be sold in 6-packs and 12-packs.     

Ms. Dunn stated the Code Enforcement/Fire inspection was complete and no issues were present.  Ms. Dunn stated the background check information was not yet complete.    

Having no other questions, Chairman Tedford moved, seconded by Mr. Bailey, to approve the beer permit application and the manager application, subject to a completed background check, and the motion carried unanimously.
Application #1416
JS Bistro, Inc. dba Jackson Square Bistro

James H. Deatherage & David Hoyt, Owners

David Hoyt, Manager

80 E. Tennessee Avenue

Class “C” Permit

Mr. Hoyt was present to discuss the application.  Chairman Tedford inquired about training and provided information on Rocky Top Market’s training, which is open to others.  Mr. Hoyt mentioned they would be receiving ABC training.  Chairman Tedford asked about his experience and Mr. Hoyt stated he has previously worked in restaurants but has never been an owner until now.  Ms. Heck asked about the patio area and Mr. Hoyt stated there are two patios that will be in use later on and both are accessed from inside the restaurant.  Ms. Heck inquired as to hours of operation and Mr. Hoyt stated they are currently open for lunch (11-4) Monday through Friday and are open for brunch (10-2) on Sundays.  Dinner will be available in the future, but the plans are to close at 9 pm.  
Chairman Tedford informed Mr. Hoyt about the parking lot responsibilities and to call the police when needed.  Chairman Tedford also pointed out the need to watch the patio area to make sure beer is not handed off to someone underage.   
Ms. Dunn stated the Code Enforcement/Fire inspection was complete and no issues were present.  Ms. Dunn stated the background check information was not yet complete.    

Mr. Bailey moved, seconded by Mr. Hope, to approve the beer permit application and the manager application subject to a completed background check, and the motion carried unanimously.

Application #1417 and #1418

Gary C. Carter, Sr., Manager

Atomic City Elks Lodge #1301

262 Wilberforce Avenue

Class “E” Special Event Permits

Thanksgiving Dance (Nov. 25-27, 2010)

Christmas Party (Dec. 3-5, 2010)

Ms. Dunn reminded the Board that the beer permit for Atomic Elks Lodge #1301 was revoked and by ordinance the establishment cannot reapply for a beer permit for a period of one year.  However, Ms. Dunn also reminded the Board that there is a provision allowing the Board, in its discretion, to accept a beer permit from another applicant for the same location provided the applicant is not related to the previous holder of the permit.  (City Code §8-712(8)).

Mr. Carter and Ms. Deborah Long were present to discuss the special event beer permits.  Chairman Tedford asked Mr. Carter if he was aware of the reasons for the revocation.  Mr. Carter stated it was due to overcrowding in the parking lot.  Chairman Tedford and Mr. Bailey stated it was also due to liquor on the premises, minors on the premises, etc.  Chairman Tedford questioned the reason for a three-day event and asked whether a permit was really needed for that length of time.  Chairman Tedford asked about TIPS training and Ms. Long stated one member used to a bartender, so he was familiar.  He name is Tommy Gibson.  Chairman Tedford asked if the previous managers are still involved in the Elks and Ms. Long said no, but did state they are still members just not in management.
Ms. Heck stated her concerns over the problems in the parking lot.  Ms. Long stated they have contracted with National Security Service in Knoxville (three individuals were present).  Charlie Mize, owner of National Security Service, stated they would notify the police when needed and would catch any offenders, if possible, and hold them until the police arrive.  He also stated they would cooperate with prosecution.  Ms. Heck stated the previous problems resulted in all available officers reporting to the Elks, which left the rest of the city uncovered should something have occurred.   

Mr. Bailey reminded the Board that Chief Massengill stated at the last meeting that Thanksgiving is a very busy time for the police department.  Chief Massengill stated he had not yet heard or seen a plan by the Elks to resolve the issues – crowds, parking lot, underage consumption, brown-bagging, etc.  He stated this is the only place in the city that has this kind of problem.  

Ms. Long stated they know all of the members and will ask problem people to leave and will ban them from the Elks.  Mr. Carter stated there will security inside and outside, with more members being inside to help control the situation.  Captain Uher stated they have had many problems, such as drinking in the parking lot, drugs, weapons and even a murder.  Captain Uher was concerned that there was not enough information to show the business will ensure these problems will not continue.  Ms. Long responded that they now have security.  Ms. Heck asked how many security officers they would have and Ms. Long stated 2-3 in the parking lot.     

Ms. Long stated they would not open unless they had enough members and when asked she said that number was 15 for an event open to the public.  Mr. Valentino asked for the occupancy level at the Elks and Ms. Long stated she thought about 150 in one room and maybe 80 in the other room.  Mr. Carter thought the number was about 300.  Mr. Valentino asked about the number of parking spaces and Mr. Carter said they are not marked off.  Chief Massengill stated the lot is gravel and can probably hold 50- 60 vehicles.  Mr. Valentino asked about checking IDs and Ms. Long stated they will have two members – one to check IDs and one to take the money at the door.  
Chief Massengill stated he is not comfortable with this request because he has not seen a comprehensive plan of action.  Additionally, he is uncomfortable with the Thanksgiving holiday being a test case for if their plans will result in a safe operation due to the impact this holiday has on the police department.  Chief Massengill suggested maybe a one-day event on a different weekend.  Captain Uher was also concerned with the proposed end time of the event and suggested midnight instead of 2:30 a.m.  Ms. Long said she thought they would have more members present since they are having security and that would lessen any problems, and that the Board should give them a chance.  Chief Massengill stated he is open minded about the situation, however, he requested last meeting that the Elks bring a comprehensive plan and schedule a meeting with the police department to go over that plan with their security company, but that did not happen.  Chief Massengill stated he does not have sufficient information to support the request from a law enforcement and public safety position.   

Chairman Tedford stated he agreed with Chief Massengill and Captain Uher – that the plan was a good start but not sufficient and not specific.  He stated he would also have preferred to have the security company’s information on previous experience at these types of events and their training.

Chairman Tedford moved, seconded by Mr. Valentino, to deny the special event beer permit request for the Thanksgiving holiday and the motion carried unanimously.  

Chairman Tedford stated the police department’s suggestion of a one-day event as a test run for their plans was a good compromise.  He asked the Elks if there was one day during their requested December event that they preferred and Ms. Long stated Saturday, December 4, 2010.  Mr. Bailey also pointed out that he would like the beer sales to end earlier than 2:30 a.m. and suggested midnight.  Chief Massengill suggested the event end at midnight to help with crowd control since past experience has shown people will stash alcohol in their vehicles and continue drinking.  

Chairman Tedford moved, seconded by Mr. Valentino, to approve the special event beer permit request but to limit it to only Saturday, December 4, 2010 and only from the hours of 6:00 p.m. to 12:00 midnight, provided, however, that National Security (the security company) turn a copy of their training and their plan of action for this event to Chief Massengill or Captain Uher no later than 3:00 p.m. on Monday, November 29, 2010, and if the Chief or Captain has any suggestions to seriously consider those, and the motion carried unanimously.  During discussions of this motion, Ms. Heck asked the police department for their thoughts and Chief Massengill stated he was agreeable to it.       
MANAGER APPROVAL APPLICATIONS

Eva Hutchinson
Dollar General Store #4363

600 Oak Ridge Turnpike

Approved during beer permit application approval.  See above minutes.
Waldemar Kaczocha
Razzleberry Ice Cream Lab and Kitchen

201-207 Jackson Square 

Mr. Kaczocha was present to discuss his application.  Chairman Tedford asked about training and Mr. Kaczocha stated he was aware of the beer rules.  He also stated they will ID everyone for beer sales.  Having no further discussions, Mr. Bailey moved, seconded by Mr. Valentino, to approve the manager application and the motion carried unanimously.
NEW BUSINESS/OLD BUSINESS

Shenanigans
Ms. Heck inquired whether Shenanigans had corrected the life safety issues that were discussed at the last meeting.  Ms. Dunn stated she had not heard back from Code Enforcement or the Fire Department on that issue.  [Note – Immediately after the meeting, Ms. Dunn saw Mr. Denny Boss and Mr. Bill Henry in the hallway and they stated they had recently met with Shenanigan’s to work out a plan of action and were okay for the Board to proceed with the beer permit.]    
Crow’s Nest
Chief Massengill reported about a recent robbery attempt at the Crow’s Nest during a poker game involving money in a back room of the establishment.  He stated a man reported to police that he was a manager of the establishment, but he was not one that the Board had approved.  It appears from the information gathered on the scene that gambling was occurring on the premises in violation of State law and city ordinance. 

Chairman Tedford moved, seconded by Ms. Heck, to hold a show cause hearing after the next regular meeting on December 13, 2010 and to ask the new manager to appear as well as the Board-approved owner and manager, and the motion carried unanimously.   

Lincoln’s
Chief Massengill reported about a recent drug arrest in the parking lot of Lincoln’s that occurred while an officer was patrolling the parking lot on foot.  He stated the individuals were in possession of drugs and they individuals stated they were injecting morphine.  An arrest was made for drug paraphernalia as well.

Chairman Tedford moved, seconded by Mr. Bailey, for a letter to be sent to Lincoln’s reminding them of the responsibility to watching the parking lot for illegal activity and the motion carried unanimously by a vote of 6-0 (Mr. Cooksey left the meeting immediately prior to this discussion).  

Atomic Elks Lodge #1301
Ms. Dunn stated the Elks had submitted a permanent beer permit request.  The Board unanimously agreed they did not want this application on the December meeting and would need to see how the special event worked out before deciding whether to place this application on the agenda since this location is under a one-year prohibition due to a revocation of the beer permit.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no other business before the Board the meeting was adjourned at 12.38 pm.  
