MINUTES OF THE

OAK RIDGE BEER BOARD

APPROVED

Regular Meeting

Training Room – Municipal Building

March 8, 2010
12:00 noon

PRESENT:
Bart Bailey, Gerald Cooksey, Carol Heck, Chuck Hope, Debra Solmonson, and Randy Tedford 
ABSENT:
Joe Valentino 
ALSO

PRESENT:
Tammy Dunn, Senior Staff Attorney



Alan Massengill, Deputy Police Chief

ROLL CALL

Chairman Tedford called the meeting to order at 12:00 p.m.  (Mr. Bailey arrived at 12:03 p.m. during the first beer permit application discussion.)      

APPROVAL OF MINUTES   

Mr. Hope moved, seconded by Chairman Tedford, to approve the January 11, 2010 regular meeting minutes and the motion carried unanimously (5-0).

APPLICATIONS FOR NEW BEER PERMIT 
Application No. 1391
Kmart Corporation
Kmart Store #4717

Jason Sutton, Manager

370 S. Illinois Avenue
Class “B” Permit

Jason Sutton, Manager, was present to discuss the beer permit application and his manager application.  Mr. Hope inquired as to Mr. Sutton’s experience, and Mr. Sutton stated he has 16 years experience at Kmart.  He also mentioned that many Kmart stores, including Oak Ridge, voluntarily gave up their beer permits when the stores were renovated to be a Big Kmart store.  Ms. Solmonson inquired as to the store’s policies on beer sales.  Mr. Sutton’s stated the cash register requires the cashier to enter the purchaser’s birth date.  Mr. Sutton also explained that all employees are trained and required to sign paperwork stating they have completed training and this paperwork goes in their file.  Chairman Tedford reminded Mr. Sutton of the responsibility for ensuring no alcohol is consumed in the parking lot and of the importance in notifying the Board promptly if there is a manager change.  
Having no further discussions, Mr. Hope moved, seconded by Ms. Solmonson, to approve the beer permit application and the manager application, and the motion carried by a vote of 5-0-1, with Mr. Bailey abstaining from the vote since he arrived during the conversation and not at the beginning.      

Application No. 1392
Oak Ridge Revitalization Effort
Kate Groover, Executive Director/Manager

High Places Church, Grove Center 
Class “C” Permit

Ms. Groover was present to discuss the beer permit application.  When Ms. Groover stated the Oak Ridge Revitalization Effort’s first event was soon at High Places Church and that other events were to follow, such as the Lavender Festival at Jackson Square, Ms. Dunn stated the application indicated the address would be at High Places Church in Grove Center.  Ms. Groover stated she did not understand that the application was limited to that location and that she would have to apply for another beer permit for future events.  Ms. Dunn explained that the beer permit application Ms. Groover filled out indicated only the location of High Places Church and that this application, if approved, would give the Oak Ridge Revitalization Effort a permanent beer permit for events only at High Places Church.  
Ms. Heck inquired as to when beer would be sold at the upcoming event and Ms. Groover stated before the event and at intermission, but probably not after the event.  Ms. Heck also asked about how beer would be sold (glass, bottle, etc.) and Ms. Groover said beer would probably be sold by the bottle.  Chairman Tedford explained the importance of making sure people do not take beer outside of High Places Church.  Chairman Tedford asked about the ID process, and Ms. Groover stated she did not know if they would be using wristbands to identify those 21 and over, but that process worked well at the Taste of Oak Ridge festival in the fall at Jackson Square. Mr. Hope asked how many people would be ID-ing the purchasers, and Ms. Groover stated probably one person.    

Having no further discussions, Mr. Hope moved, seconded by Ms. Solmonson, to approve the beer permit application and the manager application and the motion carried unanimously (6-0).   

Application No. 1393

El Cantarito Mexican Restaurant

Jesus Leon, Owner

Silvia Dela Cerda, Manager

191 S. Tulane Avenue

Class “C” Permit

Mr. Leon and Ms. Cerda were present to discuss the applications.  Eduardo was present as an interpreter, if needed.  Mr. Hope asked Ms. Cerda about her experience and she stated she had worked there for four years.  Eduardo stated she was TIPS certified.  Chairman Tedford asked about their hours of operation and Mr. Leon stated they were open from 11:00 a.m. until 9:30 p.m.  Chairman Tedford reminded them of the parking lot responsibility and the importance of calling ORPD when needed, as well as the importance of informing the Board when a manager was changed.  Deputy Chief Massengill was not aware of any problems with this establishment. 

Having no further discussions, Mr. Bailey moved, seconded by Mr. Hope, to approve the manager application and the motion carried unanimously.  Mr. Hope moved, seconded by Mr. Bailey, to approve the beer permit application and the motion carried unanimously.  

MANAGER APPLICATIONS
Jason Sutton
Manager

Kmart Store #4717
370 S. Illinois Avenue

Approved during the discussion of the beer application.  See above minutes.

Kate Groover
Executive Director/Manager

Oak Ridge Revitalization Effort
High Places Church, Grove Center
Approved during the discussion of the beer application.  See above minutes.

Silvia Dela Cerda
Manager

El Cantarito Mexican Restaurant
191 S. Tulane Avenue

Approved during the discussion of the beer application.  See above minutes.

Michael “Scott” Krahl
Manager

Oak Ridge Country Club
150 Gum Hollow Road
Mr. Krahl was present to discuss his application.  Chairman Tedford inquired about the servers and Mr. Krahl stated there were six employees that served beer, all were trained and have server permits.  Mr. Krahl also stated they have in-house training.  Chairman Tedford reminded Mr. Krahl of the importance of informing the Board of any manager change.  Mr. Hope inquired as to the ID policy and Mr. Krahl stated they were a membership based organization so they know their customers, but they do ID anyone if there is a question about the person being of age to drink beer.  
Having no further discussions, Mr. Bailey moved, seconded by Chairman Tedford, to approve the manager application and the motion carried unanimously.
James M. Leitnaker, Jr.
Manager

Oak Ridge Moose Lodge #1316
103 N. Jefferson Circle 
Mr. Leitnaker was present to discuss his application.  Chairman Tedford inquired as to his training, and Mr. Leitnaker stated he has been TIIPS trained.  Mr. Leitnaker also stated they are a membership based organization and all members must be at least 21 years of age.  Ms. Heck inquired about events on the premises that are open to non-members and Mr. Leitnaker said that events are held in another area/room outside of where beer is served.  Chairman Tedford also reminded Mr. Leitnaker to call the police if trouble occurs rather than simply handle it “in house.”  

Having no further discussions, Mr. Bailey moved, seconded by Mr. Hope, to approve the manager application and the motion carried unanimously.
James Kevin Gheen.
Manager

La Cascada Mexican Restaurant
1140 Oak Ridge Turnpike

Mr. Gheen was present to discuss his application.  Chairman Tedford inquired as to his experience, and Mr. Gheen stated he has not had any previous experience but that the employees do have experience serving beer.  Ms. Heck inquired about outside eating and Mr. Gheen stated there is an outside patio and beer is served outside in this area.  Mr. Bailey reminded Mr. Gheen of the importance of making sure beer is not taken beyond the patio area.  Chairman Tedford inquired about the ID policy.  Mr. Gheen said they do check IDs of almost all patrons, but do not check IDs of those that are clearly of age to buy beer.  Mr. Hope suggested Mr. Gheen go through some formal training in beer sales, such as TIPS.  Ms. Heck inquired as to when Mr. Gheen was onsite and he said he is there from 11:00 am to 8:00 pm Monday through Friday.  Mr. Bailey suggested the person responsible on the weekends also come before the Board to be an approved manager.   

Having no further discussions, Chairman Tedford moved, seconded by Mr. Bailey, to approve the manager application and the motion carried unanimously.
Rocky C. Thompson.
Manager

The Crow’s Nest
259 Warehouse Road

Mr. Thompson was present to discuss his application.  Ms. Dunn asked Mr. Thompson if his application was in addition to Mr. Allison’s or if it was a replacement manager application and Mr. Thompson stated he was an additional manager along with Mr. Allison.  Chairman Tedford informed Mr. Thompson of the noise concerns at this location and Mr. Bailey confirmed that the music and conversations at this location are easily heard in the neighboring residential area.  Mr. Thompson stated they were in the process of replacing a garage door with a thicker door to hopefully ease that concern.  Chairman Tedford asked about Mr. Thompson’s training and he said he is scheduled to complete training, but the weather has postponed that training to March.  Chairman Tedford also asked about the videos and whether Deputy Chief Massengill received the videos promised by Mr. Allison at the last meeting.  Deputy Chief Massengill said he had not.  Mr. Thompson stated they realized they had some problems with the current cameras and have now added additional cameras for a total of thirteen (13).  Deputy Chief Massengill stated he still wants the videos that were promised by Mr. Allison, even though they do not cover the entire interior of the business.

Ms. Heck inquired about the crowd at the business.  Mr. Thompson stated they have about 200-250 people on the weekends.  He stated they have a person whose only job is to stand at the door and check IDs and make sure people do not leave with alcohol.  Mr. Hope asked Deputy Chief Massengill if there have been any problems since New Year’s Eve.  Deputy Chief Massengill said yes, there was an incident over this past weekend involving public intoxication.  He also stated that this was called in to the Police Department by Mr. Thompson.  Deputy Chief Massengill said his concern is that the patron who was arrested for public intoxication had all the signs of being intoxicated and the establishment should have cut this patron off from drinking (Note - The patron was still drinking when the police arrived.)  Mr. Thompson stated the patron was not drunk, but was causing trouble and that is why the police were called.  Chairman Tedford asked if the patron was now banned from the establishment and Mr. Thompson said yes.  Chairman Tedford asked that, in the future, that information be given to the officers as well so it can go in the police report.  
Mr. Hope asked about the training of the servers.  Mr. Thompson stated that there are four (4) servers and half are currently training by the ABC and the rest will be trained with him.  Mr. Thompson also stated they have changed their hours somewhat and now close at 1:00 a.m. during the week with last call at midnight, and require everyone to be out by 2:30 a.m. on the weekends, with last call at 2:00 a.m.  Ms. Heck asked who watches the bar and Mr. Thompson stated he does and that he also watches the parking lot.  Deputy Chief Massengill stated he was concerned about a recent drive he took during the week down Warehouse Road and that the patrons/employees standing outside the establishment immediately went inside when they saw a police vehicle.  Deputy Chief Massengill stated this implies that either they were doing something they shouldn’t or that they we going inside to warn people that the police were nearby.  

Mr. Thompson stated he would talk to the servers about cutting patrons off before they become intoxicated.   

Having no further discussions, Chairman Tedford moved, seconded by Mr. Bailey, to approve the manager application subject to the background check coming back clear and the motion carried unanimously.
Jennifer Hall
Manager

The Crow’s Nest
259 Warehouse Road

Ms. Hall did not show for the meeting and did not call the Legal Department to say she would not be here.  Mr. Thompson said he tried to call her and does not know where she is.  Ms. Hall’s application will be placed on the next regular meeting for discussion.

NEW BUSINESS/OLD BUSINESS

The Crow’s Nest
Ms. Heck moved, seconded by Mr. Bailey, to request the Legal Department to send a letter to Mr. Allison, owner/manager of The Crow’s Nest, requiring him to produce the videos from New Year’s Eve as promised to Deputy Chief Massengill before the next meeting and the motion carried unanimously.
Manager Applications
Mr. Bailey was concerned by how many businesses we had at today’s meeting where the Board approved manager had left employment many months/years before the new manager’s applied for approval.  Mr. Bailey moved, seconded by Mr. Hope, to request the Legal Department to send a letter to all beer permit holders indicating the manager we have on file and informing these businesses to apply for a new manager application if that manager is no longer employed in that capacity and the motion carried unanimously.  

Mr. Bailey moved, seconded by Mr. Hope, to also include in this letter information that failure to have an approved manager on file may result in suspension or revocation of a beer permit and the motion carried unanimously.   
ADJOURNMENT

There being no other business before the Board the meeting was adjourned at 1:05 pm upon motion of Chairman Tedford, seconded by Mr. Bailey, and a unanimous vote of all members.
