MINUTES OF THE

OAK RIDGE BEER BOARD

UNAPPROVED

Regular Meeting

Training Room – Municipal Building

August 10, 2009

12:00 noon

PRESENT:
Ron Andrus, Bart Bailey, Carol Heck, and Randy Tedford 

ABSENT:
Chuck Hope, Debra Solmonson, and Joe Valentino (excused) 

ALSO

PRESENT:
Tammy Dunn, Senior Staff Attorney



Alan Massengill, Deputy Police Chief 

ROLL CALL

Chairman Tedford called the meeting to order at 11:58 a.m.      

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Chairman Tedford moved, seconded by Mr. Bailey, to approve the minutes of the July 13, 2009 regular meeting and the July 13, 2009 show cause hearing, and the motion carried unanimously.

APPLICATIONS FOR NEW BEER PERMIT 
Chairman Tedford moved, seconded by Mr. Bailey, to hear the beer permit applications and manager applications for each businesses at the same time and the motion carried unanimously.

Application No. 1377

Hidalgo Mexican Restaurant

Judy Ortiz, Owner/Manager

299 Oak Ridge Turnpike

Class “C” Permit – On Premise  

Ms. Ortiz was present to discuss her beer permit application and manager application.  Chairman Tedford inquired about the training of employees and Ms. Ortiz’s experience in serving beer.  Chairman Tedford also mentioned the responsibilities of controlling activities that take place in the parking lot, and Ms. Ortiz stated she understood those responsibilities.  Mrs. Heck inquired whether the tax problems that were mentioned previously (when the Board inquired as to the status of the proposed sale of the business from Monterrey to Hidalgo) had been resolved.  Ms. Ortiz said they have been and delivered a copy of the business sale to Ms. Dunn for the Board’s files.  Mr. Bailey inquired of Deputy Chief Massengill whether the police had any problems with the establishment and there were none.  Ms. Dunn explained the background checks were still pending.  

Mr. Bailey moved, seconded by Mr. Andrus, to approve the beer permit and manager applications (subject to a clear background check) and the motion carried unanimously.

Application No. 1378

La Casada Mexican Restaurant

Rosa G. Hernandez, Owner

1140 Oak Ridge Turnpike

Class “C” Permit – On Premise  

Ms. Hernadez and Mr. Rios were present to discuss the beer permit application and manager application.  An interpreter was provided by La Casada Mexican Restaurant.  Chairman Tedford inquired about the training of employees and Ms. Hernadez stated all were trained in the TIPS program.  Chairman Tedford inquired as to the policy for serving beer and Ms. Hernadez responded that she knew a person must be at least twenty-one years of age to purchase beer.  Chairman Tedford also explained the importance of monitoring the parking lot and to call the police if necessary.  Mr. Bailey inquired as to whether the outside patio area would remain under this new ownership and was told that they are in the process of remodeling that area.  Mr. Bailey explained the need to pay particular attention to the outside serving areas, particularly if the fencing remained low – to make sure that patrons do not give beer to those outside the fenced outside eating area.  Chairman Tedford inquired as to Mr. Rios’ experience and training in beer sales.  Ms. Dunn explained the background checks were pending for all applicants at today’s meeting.  

Chairman Tedford moved, seconded by Mr. Bailey, to approve the beer permit and manager applications (subject to a clear background check) and the motion carried unanimously.

APPLICATIONS FOR MANAGER APPROVAL

Judy Ortiz

Manager

Hidalgo Mexican Restaurant

299 Oak Ridge Turnpike

Approved previously in the meeting (see above minutes). 

Fermin Rios

Manager

La Casada Mexican Restaurant

1140 Oak Ridge Turnpike

Approved previously in the meeting (see above minutes).

David Ross Leathers

Manager

Ruby Tuesday

375 South Illinois Avenue

Mr. Leathers was present to discuss his manager application. Chairman Tedford inquired as to why the Legal Department’s letters and his own personal contacts to Ruby Tuesday about the status of the manager were not responded to.  Mr. Leathers stated he did receive the letter, but was in the process of a possible move, so he did not respond to the letter.  Chairman Tedford thanked him for his honesty.  Chairman Tedford inquired about Mr. Leathers’ experience at Ruby Tuesday and he stated he has worked there for seven years.  Chairman Tedford also inquired as to training and Mr. Leathers stated he has been trained through the ABC (Alcoholic Beverage Commission) and that Ruby Tuesday has in-house training as well on who to serve and checking IDs, etc.  Chairman Tedford inquired of Deputy Chief Massengill whether there were any problems with Ruby Tuesday and there were none.  Chairman Tedford also reminded Mr. Leathers of the responsibility to monitor the parking lot.  Ms. Heck inquired as to operating hours and Mr. Leathers stated they were open until 10:00 p.m. on Sunday, midnight on Friday and Saturday, and until 11:00 p.m. the rest of the week.  Ms. Heck inquired about when they did a “last call” and Mr. Leathers stated they really did not have one, but had not had any problems.  

Chairman Tedford moved, seconded by Mr. Bailey, to approve the manager application (subject to a clear background check) and the motion carried unanimously.

OLD/NEW BUSINESS

Warehouse Tavern
Ms. Dunn distributed the information she received from David Stuart, attorney for Warehouse Tavern, regarding their draft policies.  The Board reviewed the drafts and Chairman Tedford moved, seconded by Ms. Heck, to suggest to Warehouse Tavern that the ID policy be revised to require an ID for all patrons who purchase beer for their initial beer purchase each day, and the motion carried unanimously.  (Note – the draft policy only required ID of those who appear under 30 years of age.)

Rocky Top Market #5 Show Cause Hearing
Ms. Dunn stated she would be absent for the next meeting, which is also the date of the show cause hearing for Rocky Top Market #5.  She stated that Rocky Top’s attorney, James “Jim” Scott, would be providing numerous materials for the Board’s consideration in response to the Board’s initial request to provide training information, etc.  The Board asked Ms. Dunn to contact Mr. Scott and request these materials be sent early for the Board to review.  

Atomic City Sports Bar  

Ms. Heck asked Ms. Dunn whether she had received any additional information on the ownership of the Atomic City Sports Bar and Ms. Dunn stated she had not.  However, Ms. Dunn stated she had a call in to an attorney who was investigating this matter.    

Anderson’s Hilltop Market 

The Board discussed briefly that they were aware Anderson’s Hilltop Market was in the process of remodeling to include an eat-in area at the establishment.  It was decided a letter would be sent to remind Mr. Joey Anderson, owner, that an on-premises beer permit would be needed should he desire the ability to serve beer at the eat-in portion of the establishment.

ADJOURNMENT

Having no more business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 12:40 p.m. 

