MINUTES OF THE

OAK RIDGE BEER BOARD

APPROVED

Regular Meeting

Training Room – Municipal Building

August 11, 2008

12:00 noon

PRESENT:
Ron Andrus, Bart Bailey, Chuck Hope, Debra Solmonson, and Randy Tedford 

ABSENT:
 Joe Valentino

ALSO

PRESENT:
Tammy Dunn, Senior Staff Attorney



Captain Alan Massengill, Oak Ridge Police Department



Richard Fitzpatrick, Spanish Interpreter

ROLL CALL

Chairman Tedford called the meeting to order at 12:00 p.m.      

APPROVAL OF MINUTES   

Mr. Andrus, seconded by Chairman Tedford, moved to approve the July 14, 2008 regular meeting minutes and the motion carried unanimously (4-0, Hope was not present for this vote)

APPLICATIONS FOR NEW BEER PERMIT 
Chairman Tedford moved, seconded by Mr. Bailey, to hear all beer permit applications with manager applications together, and the motion carried unanimously (4-0, Hope was not present for this vote but arrived immediately thereafter)

Application Nos. 1363

Original Time-Out Deli

138 Randolph Road

Beverly Ann Thacker, Owner/Manager

Class C Permit
Ms. Thacker was present at the meeting to discuss her beer permit application and manager application.  Chairman Tedford asked Ms. Thacker is she was TIIPS certified.  Ms. Thacker said she was in the past, but that her certification was not current.  Ms. Thacker stated she would obtain this certification if needed, and Chairman Tedford told her it was recommended, but not required.  Chairman Tedford also spoke with Ms. Thacker about the responsibility for the parking lot.  Ms. Thacker stated she understood.  Ms. Thacker stated she was planning on having two additional employees (other than herself) with one of those employees being her daughter.  She also stated she would like to have outdoor seating, and Ms. Dunn stated she needed to check with the Community Development Department to see if outside seating was permitted.  Ms. Thacker stated she would do so.

Mr. Bailey, seconded by Mr. Hope, moved to approve the beer permit application and the manager application, and the motion carried unanimously (5-0).

Application No. 1364

Joye Montgomery on behalf of 

Arts Council of Oak Ridge

Special Concert Event – August 28, 2008 6pm to 8 pm

Bissell Park/Pavilion Area

Class E Permit 

Ms. Montgomery was present to discuss the special event application.  She indicated the event would be held on August 28, 2008 from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm.  The Board discussed with Ms. Montgomery whether anything would be different at this event from the Secret City event and Ms. Montgomery said operations would be the same.  Having no issues with such permit applications in the past, Chairman Tedford, seconded by Mr. Hope, moved to approve the special event beer permit application and the motion carried unanimously (5-0).

Application No. 1360

Marisqueria Y Takeria

178 Randolph Road

Eugenio Vasquez-Valverde, Owner

Elia Trujillo, Manager

Class C Permit

Neither Mr. Vasquez-Valverde nor Ms. Elia Trujillo was present to discuss these applications.  Mr. Bailey moved, seconded by Mr. Hope, to move this item to the end of the agenda in case the applicants arrive late and the motion carried unanimously (5-0).

APPLICATIONS FOR MANAGER APPROVAL

Beverly Ann Thacker 

Manager 

Original Time-Out Deli

138 Randolph Road

This manager application was approved earlier in the meeting along with the beer permit application.  See above minutes. 

Elia Trujillo

Manager
Marisqueria Y Takeria

178 Randolph Road

Ms. Trujillo was not present for the second meeting in a row; therefore, this item was moved to the end of the agenda in case of a late arrival. 

Curk Douglas Grube

Manager
Rocky Top Market

400 North Illinois Avenue

Mr. Grube was present to discuss his application.  Ms. Dunn stated that the City had not yet received the background check from Athens, Tennessee, yet on Mr. Grube.

Chairman Tedford inquired whether Mr. Grube was TIIPS certified and he said he was.  Mr. Hope inquired as to Mr. Grube’s past experience and he said he had only been at this location fro six weeks, but that he had been with Rocky Top Markets in other locations for about six years.  Chairman Tedford explained the requirement to patrol the parking lot areas and Mr. Hope discussed the blind spot in the parking lot.  Mr. Grube said he was aware of that and believed spotlights had been installed to help that situation.  Ms. Dunn reminded Mr. Grube that beer sales could not occur at the vehicle and must be conducted inside by City Code.

Mr. Bailey moved, seconded by Mr. Hope, to approve the manager application subject to a clear background check, and the motion carried unanimously (5-0).    

OLD/NEW BUSINESS
Atomic City Sports Bar

Mr. Esty and Mr. Gibson, co-owners and co-managers of the establishment, were present to discuss an incident with the Board where a gentleman died after leaving the establishment and having a bicycle accident.  The Board requested the owners’ presence to address the issues that were presented in local newspapers that this man had been drinking at the establishment prior to the accident.  Mr. Esty and Mr. Gibson also brought some individuals with them in case further discussion was needed.  One of these individuals identified himself as Bill Wright.  

Mr. Gibson presented the Board with numerous statements from various individuals who were at the establishment on the day at issue.  The Board reviewed these statements and asked a few questions.  Mr. Esty and Mr. Gibson said the man was a regular customer, and Mr. Gibson stated he was not intoxicated when he left.  Mr. Gibson and Mr. Esty stated the woman this man called for help was not an employee of the Atomic City Sports Bar.

The Board thanked Mr. Esty and Mr. Gibson for coming to the meeting to discuss this issue.    

Beer Permits – Format  

The Board reviewed the sample beer permits included with their agenda packets and Mr. Hope moved, seconded by Chairman Tedford, to approve the new formats and the motion carried unanimously.  

Request by Potential Applicant 

A gentleman came to the meeting to ask whether he could apply for a beer permit in advance of the business being opened.  This man owns a pool hall in Grove Center and would like to turn it into a sports bar.  To do so, the City’s zoning ordinances require amendment to remove the distance requirement between sports bars and churches.  This amendment is scheduled for first reading of Council in August.  This also requires the establishment to have approval from the Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA).  The Board discussed this request and recommended that the applicant wait until Council approval of the zoning ordinance amendment, and then see how the timing worked out with the Beer Board and the BZA. 

Marisqueria Y Takeria Acapulco

The Board let Mr. Fitzpatrick (Spanish interpreter) leave the meeting since the applicants had not yet arrived.  Ms. Dunn stated that JoAnn Oran, Legal Department Administrative Assistant, had told her during the meeting that Ms. Trujillo just called and stated she was on her way back from out of town and could arrive in about an hour, however, she thought the owner would be at the meeting.  [Ms. Oran had called the establishment that morning as a reminder and the employee that answered said nothing about anyone being out of town.  No prior contact was made by this establishment to the Legal Department that they could not make this meeting.]  

A Board member asked whether it was appropriate to deny the permit due to their failure to appear, particularly since this was the second meeting in a row this permit was scheduled for consideration.  Ms. Dunn stated that had never happened in the past to her knowledge and what might be more appropriate was to require the applicants to re-submit an application for a future meeting and not simply postpone the application.  Chairman Tedford moved, seconded by Ms. Solmonson, to require the applicants for Marisqueria Y Takeria Acapulco to resubmit an application should they still desire to obtain a beer permit, and the motion carried unanimously (5-0).  Captain Massengill stated he would ask the patrol officers to keep an eye on this business since the rumor was that the business would be obtaining a beer permit today.    

ADJOURNMENT

Having no more business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 12:30 p.m. 

