MINUTES OF THE

OAK RIDGE BEER BOARD

APPROVED

Regular Meeting

Training Room – Municipal Building

April 14, 2008

12:00 noon

PRESENT:
Bart Bailey, Chuck Hope, Debra Solmonson, Randy Tedford 

ABSENT:
Ron Andrus and Joe Valentino

ALSO

PRESENT:
JoAnn Oran, City of Oak Ridge Legal Department



Captain Alan Massengill, Oak Ridge Police Department

ROLL CALL

Chairman Tedford called the meeting to order at 12:00 p.m.    

APPROVAL OF MINUTES   

Chairman Tedford, seconded by Mr. Bailey, moved to approve March 10, 2008 meeting minutes and the motion carried unanimously.

APPLICATIONS FOR NEW BEER PERMIT 

Application No. 1359


Joye Montgomery on behalf of:


Arts Council of Oak Ridge


Bissell Park (Secret City Festival –June20-21, 2008)


Class “E” Permit

Joye Montgomery, Executive Director of the Oak Ridge Arts Council, was present.  Chairman Tedford stated that there have been no reports of problems in the past regarding the sale of beer at the Secret City Festival.  Ms. Montgomery stated that sales would be in the same sectioned off area as in the past with the same kind of security.  An additional to the security measures this year are wrist bands that patrons must obtain upon proper identification.  Ms. Montgomery also wanted to clarify with the Board how many beers can one person buy at a time.  Mr. Bailey stated that because of the large venue and type of event it would be hard to prevent beer from being given to someone underage or intoxicated by selling more than one beer at a time.  Other Board members agreed and said they should limit it to just selling one beer at a time to a customer.

Mr. Bailey moved, seconded by Chairman Tedford, to approve the special event beer permit and the motion carried unanimously. 

APPLICATIONS FOR MANAGER APPROVAL

(None) 

OLD/NEW BUSINESS
Warehouse Tavern (259 Warehouse Road) 

Mr. Danny Phillips, Owner of Warehouse Tavern, was present at this meeting at the request of the Board for a discussion regarding two incidents that Ms. Dunn and Captain Massengill reported at the last regular meeting involving assault and public drunkenness.  

Chairman Tedford briefly explained to Mr. Phillips, who was accompanied by his SecurityGuard/Bouncer, Mr. Ronald Breeden, the reason the Board had requested their attendance at the meeting.  Capt. Massengill expressed his concern over the recent increase in activity and the fact that the assault was not reported by the establishment or the victim, but by the Emergency Room at the hospital. 

Because of the increased activity, Capt. Massengill and Chairman Tedford explained to Mr. Phillips and Mr. Breeden that it is their duty to call the police at the first sign of a disturbance before it escalates into a fight and/or assault.  They were assured that they would not be penalized for reporting any incidents. Mr. Phillips told of groups of “troublemakers” that only come to the Tavern occasionally and Capt. Massengill said that it would be helpful to the police to know about these groups and/or individuals in case of other incidents at other establishments perhaps by the same groups.  Mr. Phillips stated that he and Mr. Gibson of the Atomic City Sports Bar do communicate with each other about potential troublemakers.  Mr. Russell Gibson and Mr. Howard Esty, owners of the Atomic City Sports Bar, were in attendance at the meeting having also been requested by the Board to attend today’s meeting.  Mr. Gibson confirmed that he and Mr. Phillips do call each other to warn of potential problems with patrons. Mr. Phillips also said they have some patrons that have been “barred” permanently from his establishment.

Chairman Tedford asked Mr. Phillips what efforts are being made to try to patrol the parking area and to have a better awareness as to activities on their premises, both inside and outside. They were asked about cameras.  Mr. Phillips stated that they are still working on camera issues and that they have cameras for inside.  He also stated that he and Mr. Breeden have been licensed through the Dept. of Commerce as “Door Checkers”.  He said they are no longer called “Bouncers.”  Mr. Breeden said he would try to spend more of his time checking the parking lot. They would also make sure that the other employees know when to call police.

Chairman Tedford moved, seconded by Mr. Hope, to accept the explanation of the owner of Warehouse Tavern that efforts are being made to correct issues that were of concern to the Board and Police Department and the motion carried unanimously.  Mr. Phillips stated that the Police would be called in the future at the first sign of a disturbance.

Atomic City Sports Bar (134 Fairbanks Road) 

Mr. Howard Esty and Mr. Russell Gibson were present at the Board’s request to discuss an incident that

Ms. Dunn and Captain Massengill reported on at the last meeting at this establishment involving assault and vandalism.  Chairman Tedford briefly explained to Mr. Esty and Mr. Russell the reason the Board had requested their attendance at the meeting.  Capt. Massengill expressed his concern over the recent increase in activity and the fact that the assault was not reported by the establishment. The Police Department learned of this incident when the victim of the assault reported it the next day. 

Mr. Esty, said someone had come into the establishment and told him something was going on outside.  He went out and looked around and saw a man holding another man down on the ground in front of the National Electronics shop which was closed at the time.  He told of separating the men and that the “attacker” left at that point.  He said the victim was known to him and didn’t seem to be too injured and had pled with him not to report the attack as he was embarrassed about it.  Mr, Esty said that he didn’t call because of that request.  Mr. Esty was reminded by Capt. Massengill, Chairman Tedford and Mr. Hope that, regardless of the patron’s request, he was the one holding the beer permit and that it was his responsibility to call and report the assault especially since he witnessed the incident himself.  He was told that the patrons don’t make the decisions concerning beer permit regulations.  Capt. Massengill explained that there is always a potential for escalation during a fight/scuffle.  A person may be armed and dangerous and that is why the police should always be called.

Mr. Bailey asked about security cameras and was told that they only have cameras inside currently.  Mr. Bailey suggested that maybe he and the neighboring National Electronics could maybe pursue sharing costs of security cameras and that it would be beneficial to them both.  Mr. Esty said he would check into that possibility.  Mr. Esty offered his apology to the Board for not calling the police and said he was wrong for not doing so but at the time he thought he was doing the right thing by honoring the victim’s request.  He gave the Board his assurance that he would call police from now on at the first sign of trouble.

Chairman Tedford said that this meeting was a warning and that he was “on notice”  to make sure he complied in the future.

Chairman Tedford moved, seconded by Mr. Bailey, to accept the explanation of the owners of the Atomic City Sports Bar that efforts are being made to correct issues that were of concern to the Board and the motion carried unanimously.

Time-Out Deli – 138 Randolph Road
Ms. Oran, on behalf of the Senior Staff Attorney, stated that the Time-Out Deli was still delinquent in the Privilege Tax Payment and were notified on several occasions.  They had made payment by check but the check was returned for insufficient funds.  In a letter dated March 25, 2008 from Ms. Tammy Dunn, Senior Staff Attorney, the owner, Mr. James Long, was told that he would have to attend today’s meeting of the Beer Board if he did not pay the $100.00 tax payment plus return check fee by April 1, 2008.  Mr. Long did not return call from the Legal Department nor did he show up for the April 14th Beer Board Meeting.  Chairman Tedford moved, seconded by Mr. Bailey, to add Time-Out Deli to the Show Cause Hearing for Delinquent Privilege Tax payment to be held in May and the motion carried unanimously.  The motion was later amended to include proper licensing as another reason to have them appear at the Show Cause Hearing as there may have been a change in ownership of the establishment.

ADJOURNMENT

Having no more business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 12:54 p.m. 








Respectfully submitted,








Barton Bailey, Secretary

