MINUTES OF THE

OAK RIDGE BEER BOARD

APPROVED

Regular Meeting

Training Room – Municipal Building

July 9, 2007

12:00 noon

PRESENT:
Ron Andrus, Anne Garland, Chuck Hope, Randy Tedford, and Joe Valentino (late) 

ABSENT:
Barton Bailey and Debra Solmonson

ALSO

PRESENT:
JoAnn Oran, Legal Department



Alan Massengill, Administrative Captain

ROLL CALL

Chairperson Tedford called the meeting to order at 12:00 noon.   

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. Andrus moved, seconded by Chairperson Tedford, to approve the minutes of the June 11, 2007 regular meeting and the motion carried unanimously (4-0).  Mr. Valentino arrived after this vote.

APPLICATIONS FOR NEW BEER PERMIT 
Application No. 1346

Champs Sports Bar & Grille

80 East Tennessee Avenue

Edward Alan Beauchamp, Owner/Co-Manager

Paul F. Martelloni, Manager

Class “C” Permit

Mr. Beauchamp and Mr. Martelloni were present to discuss the application.  Chairperson Tedford moved, seconded by Mr. Hope, to combine the beer permit application and the manager applications, and the motion carried unanimously (5-0). 

Chairperson Tedford asked Mr. Martelloni if he had any experience with the sale of beer and he stated that he ran a bar and restaurant in New Jersey.  A brief discussion was held between the Board and Mr. Beauchamp and Mr. Martelloni as to how they planned to operate the business concerning the sale of beer.  They stated they intend to ask for identification from everyone.  They both have had training through the State program and plan to have all employees receive training.  The applicants were informed about the Rocky Top training program. Chairperson Tedford also explained the business’s responsibility regarding the outside area.  Mr. Beauchamp stated that he intends to have only one entrance in order to control who enters the patio/outside area.  Having no further questions, Chairperson Tedford moved, seconded by Mr. Hope, to approve the beer permit application and the manager applications, and the motion carried unanimously (5-0).  

Application No. 1347

Jefferson Tavern

102 Jefferson Avenue

Linda Scott, Owner/Manager

Class “C” Permit

Ms. Scott was present to discuss the application.  Also present was Joy Gallaher, the current owner of the business. Chairperson Tedford asked Ms. Scott if she had already purchased the business and was told that her purchase depended on whether she was able to obtain a beer permit.  Chairperson Tedford said the Board would consider the application but approval would be provisional upon proof of sale.  Ms. Scott was asked about her experience in the sale of beer.  She stated that her family had owned a business that sold beer.  Ms. Gallaher stated that Ms. Scott had been her bartender for the past three years.  TIPS training was discussed.  Board members discussed with Ms. Scott her responsibilities for the parking lot and to always feel free to call upon the Police Department at any sign of trouble.  Capt. Massengill reported that to his knowledge there had been no recent incidents at the establishment.  Ms. Scott stated that she would be the only employee for the time being and that she intended to operate from approximately noon to midnight. Having no further questions, Ms. Garland moved, seconded by Mr. Valentino, to approve the beer permit and the manager application and the motion carried unanimously (5-0).

Application No. 1348

Oak Ridge Rowing Association

Masters Nationals Regatta (August 9-11, 2007)

Oak Ridge Marina/Peninsula

Dean Russell, Beer Sales Supervisor

Class “E” Permit

Mr. Russell was present to discuss the application.  Also present was Mary Jane Sills of the Rowing Association.  There was a brief discussion among the Board members, Mr. Russell and Ms. Sills concerning the event and the sale of beer.  This is a recurring event and no problems have been encountered in the past.  All of the rowers in this event are over 21 years of age and will be wearing wristbands to identify them.  The beer will be sold on the peninsula, which has only one entrance and will be guarded.  Having no further questions, Mr. Tedford moved, seconded by Ms. Garland, to approve the application and the motion carried unanimously (5-0).

Application No. 1349

Endzone Ellie’s Pizza

2093-C Oak Ridge Turnpike

Kayla Boone, Co-Owner/Manager

Class “C” Permit

Ms. Boone was present to discuss the application.  Ms. Boone stated that she has been in business for one year and has now decided that she would like to add the sale of beer to her menu.  She intends to card everyone and will set a 3-beer limit on customers.  She stated it is not her intention to turn the Pizza Restaurant into a bar.  Chairperson Tedford reminded the Board and Ms. Boone that the approval of a permit would be provisional pending receipt of background information.  Ms. Boone was informed of the TIPS training program that Rocky Top conducts.  Having no further questions, Mr. Andrus moved, seconded by Ms. Garland, to approve the beer application and the manager application, and the motion carried unanimously (5-0).

Application No. 1350

Outback Steakhouse

Outback /Bluegrass – II – Limited Partnership

Mark Hendrix, Manager

402 S. Illinois Avenue

Class “C” Permit

Mark Hendrix was present to discuss the application.  A brief discussion was held between the Board members and Mr. Hendrix who explained that this was merely a corporate change because the corporation went private.  Nothing will be any different as far as the local restaurant is concerned.  Mr. Hendrix was previously approved as manager and still holds that position.  The restaurant is owned by Outback Steakhouse of Florida, LLC.  Having no further questions, Chairperson Tedford moved, seconded by Mr. Andrus, to approve the beer permit application and the manager application, and the motion carried unanimously (5-0).  

OLD/NEW BUSINESS
Ms. Oran distributed copies of a proposed ordinance to amend the City Code for compliance with State law (Responsible Vendors Act of 2006).  Chairperson Tedford explained that Ms. Dunn suggested the Board review it and vote to recommend it to City Council for approval.  

A discussion was held prior to the vote regarding the Board’s concern that this state legislation makes it difficult for the Board to best serve the community when they are very limited in being able to take action against beer permits of vendors who are classified as a “responsible vendor.”  The Board would like for Legal staff and City Council to start working with State Legislators to get control back in the hands of local government and local beer boards. They also suggested the possibility of a work session with City Council to discuss this issue.  

Chairperson Tedford moved, seconded by Mr. Andrus, to approve the recommendation of the Ordinance to Council and the motion carried unanimously. (5-0)

ADJOURNMENT

Having no more business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 12:38 p.m. 

