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Joint City/Schools Preschool Building Committee 
Meeting Dates

• April 9, 2015

• June 3, 2015

• July 9, 2015

• July 29, 2015

• August 12, 2015

• September 28, 2015



History of Oak Ridge Schools’ 
Preschool

• In 1965, with Title 1 funds, Oak Ridge Schools (ORS) began a 
preschool program that served 30 four-year-old children 
part-time in the Scarboro community.  

• In 1970, Head Start funds were added to provide for a full 
school year program.

• ORS Preschool (ORSP) had been relocated four different 
times.

• At one time, the ORSP had a maximum number of 14 
classrooms to serve the children of Oak Ridge. At present, 
we have 11 classrooms on site with 1 additional classroom 
located at Woodland Elementary.

• The current program is funded by Title 1, Head Start, 
Voluntary Preschool, and the Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act (IDEA).



Why Preschool?
• ORSP is where Oak Ridge Schools’ excellence begins
• Mission statement:  To provide all children with opportunities that prepare 

them for success in school and in life
• Purpose:  To provide early intervention for children who are considered at 

risk for learning
• ORSP is unique because they are a full inclusion school housed together 

with  special services (OT, PT, Speech/Language, FS Coordinators) and ORSP 
has been recognized nationally as a top program (listed in top 100 schools 
in 1996)

• Early intervention is critical for success in school, especially for at-risk 
children

• Studies show that children from low income families entering Kindergarten 
are typically 12-14 months below national norms in language and pre-
reading skills

• Quality preschool yields a foundation for language, literacy, and cognitive 
development for at-risk children, which aligns with ORS Key 1



Why Preschool?
• In August 2015 TN Commissioner McQueen announced the new Early Literacy 

Initiative (“Ready to Read”) ---this program is geared toward ensuring that 
children who enter Kindergarten are primed to learn to read with the goal of 
increasing the percentage of 3rd grade students who are reading at or above 
grade level in Tennessee 

• Demographics in city of Oak Ridge have changed dramatically

– According to the Small Area Income and Poverty Estimates (SAIPE), The 
total number of families of 5-17 year olds in ORSD in poverty has grown 
from 580 in 2000 to 1235 in 2013 

• 625 birth to 4-year-olds are currently living in poverty in Oak Ridge 
(Community Assessment created by Nolo Consulting)

• ORS Free/Reduced rate is currently at 55% 

• ORHS graduation rate decreased by 3.6% from the 2010 graduating class to the 
2014 graduating class

• Currently serving 192 students with no available space to add more and there 
are 55 children on waiting list from Child Find

• To benefit Oak Ridge school system’s literacy initiative, 3-4 Preschool 
classrooms must be added with hopes of adding more in the future 



Community Assessment Informational 
Link

http://www.noloconsulting.com/#!anderson-
county--city-of-oak-ridge-tn/ce0i

– A hard copy of the actual assessment is available upon request.

http://www.noloconsulting.com/#!anderson-county--city-of-oak-ridge-tn/ce0i


Students Currently Being Served by 
the ORS Preschool:

3 Years 60

4 Years 132

Total Children Enrolled as of 9/21/15 192

Children of poverty 168

Children with disabilities 34

ELL children 16

Out Service Children 10



Students Currently on the ORS 
Preschool Waitlist:

3 Year Olds

6 - Head Start Eligible Children

8 - Title 1 Eligible Children

20 – Children who did not meet 

funding requirements to attend 

the preschool

4 Year Olds

1 Head Start

0 – Preschool/Title 1

20 – Children who did not meet 

funding requirements to attend 

the preschool
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Playground Equipment Example



Preschool Playground Fact Sheet

• Preschool playgrounds are designed for use by 2 – 5 year old children. 
Playground design for this age group differs from playground design for 5 –
12year olds to account for differences in the physical and cognitive abilities 
of children as they develop.

• The public playground at Elm Grove Park has separate play structures 
designed for each age group, but the design of the playground does not 
allow them to be physically separated, as required for preschool 
playgrounds. A physical barricade would intrude on the safety use zones of 
the equipment, creating a hazard and violating CPSC and ASTM guidelines 
for playgrounds.

• A separate preschool playground located in close proximity to the preschool 
building will allow the playground to be functionally linked to the 
classrooms, extending the learning environment to the outdoors. 

• It also increases safety by allowing the students to travel from the building 
to the play area while remaining in the envelope of the safety fencing.

• This design will also allow the existing playground, along with the walking 
trail, to remain open to the general public. This will maintain some of the 
functionality of Elm Grove as a public park.



















Questions?


