


TThe City of Oak Ridge is seeking an extremely qualified
individual of the highest integrity to become its new Police
Chief and to replace the current Chief who is retiring after

almost seventeen years of service in that role. The City
Manager is seeking an experienced team player to provide
leadership and management to the Police Department and to
interact effectively with an enlightened and involved citizenry.   

ABOUT THE CANDIDATE
Qualifications for the Oak Ridge Police Chief position include:

EDUCATION AND PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

• Requires a Bachelor’s degree in Criminal Justice, Public
Administration, Management or a related field.

• Able to be certified by the Tennessee POST Commission
within six (6) months of hire.

• Able to obtain a valid Tennessee driver’s license.

• Shows evidence of continued professional development
through participation in professional association activities at
the state and national levels and attendance at seminars and
workshops in the law enforcement management field to stay
abreast of changes in the field. 

• Graduation from the FBI Academy or Southern Police Institute
would be a plus.

EXPERIENCE

• Ten (10) years police experience, five (5) years of which
must be in a senior supervisory capacity in a department of
thirty (30) or more sworn personnel.

• Experience with Community Oriented Policing.

• Proven communications skills with citizenry. 

• Any equivalent combination of education and experience.

SKILLS, KNOWLEDGE AND ABILITIES

• Knowledge of Police administration and law enforcement
principles, practices and methods.

• Knowledge of local, State and Federal laws, regulations and
policies governing Police operations.

• Knowledge of management, budgeting and supervisory
principles, practices and methods.

• Knowledge of best practices in Police policies and
procedures.

• Awareness of technology usage and equipment protocols in
Police operations.

• Skill in effective oral and written communications to the City
Manager, the City Council, citizenry and the media.

• Skill in identifying, interpreting and implementing Police
service improvements and data-driven Police responses.

• Skill in developing, implementing and overseeing Police
Department goals, policies and procedures.

• Skill in conducting analysis, strategic planning and
preparing comprehensive solutions.

The successful candidate for Police Chief will be an active initiator
and strategic thinker who can focus on the present with a view
toward the future. The individual will have excellent decision
making skills and will conduct business in an open and
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transparent manner. The candidate will be a good listener and
facilitator, will be fair and supportive of diversity, and will be
enthusiastic and energetic about shaping a department for the
next twenty years.  In addition to making a commitment to serve
the citizens of Oak Ridge, the candidate will take ownership of
issues and have the ability to work in a complex environment of
Federal and State agencies. 

ABOUT THE POSITION
Under the general direction of the City Manager, the Police Chief
of the City of Oak Ridge plans, organizes, staffs and directs the
activities and operations of the Police Department for the City.

Major Duties and Responsibilities of the Police
Chief:

• Develops and implements short- and-long range goals,
objectives, and procedures for the Police Department and
communicates succinctly to the organization.

• Monitors, controls and directs the actions of the Police
Department, including 911 Dispatch and Animal Control, in
current activities, major projects and high profile
investigations.

• Advises the City Manager on strategies to anticipate the
community’s needs and resolve law enforcement issues. 

• Meets with citizens and county and local officials on law
enforcement problems, solves neighborhood issues,
investigates and addresses citizen concerns.

• Develops, prepares and administers the annual Police
Departmental budget and associated grants.

• Selects, trains, motivates, evaluates and disciplines Police
Department staff; plans and directs training programs; and
motivates employees to excel in a high performance
organization.

• Coordinates law enforcement activities with Anderson County,
Roane County, City Departments, Federal and State agencies,
regional drug task forces and other agencies and
organizations. 

• Attends civic, professional, service and community group
meetings at schools, churches, neighborhoods and other
public gatherings to explain the activities and functions of the
Police Department.

Residence in Oak Ridge will be required of the successful
candidate. 

ABOUT OAK RIDGE
The City of Oak Ridge, Tennessee, a unique community
that is rich with technology and comfortable lifestyles, lies
in the eastern portion of the Tennessee River Valley nestled
between the Great Smoky and Cumberland Mountains.
The City is located 25 miles north of Knoxville, home to
the University of Tennessee. With a population of
approximately 27,500 in an area covering 92 square
miles, Oak Ridge offers a high quality of life, cultural
diversity, community commitment to education, natural
beauty and recreational opportunities and is a
progressive, sophisticated city with an exceptional
commitment to excellence.

Oak Ridge was created by the Federal Government as a
secret community during World War II as a part of the

Manhattan Project, which developed the country’s first atomic
weapon. Oak Ridge is at the heart of the Innovation Valley, a
technology corridor pioneering developments in energy and
environmental research, precision manufacturing, technology
transfer, and several scientific and technical fields that serve as
an economic engine for Tennessee.  The Oak Ridge/Knoxville
area is the site of more than 1,000 technology-based
companies that employ 45,000 technical professionals.  The
area is home to more than 3,500 PhDs, and the University of
Tennessee in Knoxville enrolls 27,000 students, many of whom
are enrolled in the University’s highly rated engineering, liberal
arts, and business programs.

A key to this dynamic technology corridor is the partnership
among the Oak Ridge National Laboratory (ORNL), the
University of Tennessee-Knoxville (UT-K), the Y-12 National
Security Complex (Y-12), and the Tennessee Valley Authority
(TVA).  The research and development from this collaboration
puts the Innovation Valley at the worldwide forefront in every
scientific endeavor.

The local Oak Ridge economy is strongly linked to the U. S.
Department of Energy (DOE), which occupies about 33,000
acres within the City’s limits in 1,000 buildings and employs
about 13,000 persons, one of the largest employers in the State
of Tennessee. Wackenhut Services, Inc. (WSI), DOE’s security
services contractor, employs about 1,000 personnel in Oak
Ridge.  The Oak Ridge Police Department works closely with
WSI in providing public safety services to DOE and its
employees.



The Oak Ridge School System and its new $65 million high
school campus is recognized for its educational programs and
its students and teachers receive numerous honors each year.
The school system was named one of the top 100 school
systems in the United States and second in the South by the
Wall Street Journal’s Offspring magazine.  

Colleges and universities in the Oak Ridge area include Roane
State Community College, with a campus in Oak Ridge;
Pellissippi State Technical Community College; Knoxville
College; and the University of Tennessee-Knoxville. UT-K is a
short twenty-minute drive for advanced degrees or an afternoon
of football.

Highways bring more than 70 percent of the U.S. marketplace
within a day’s drive of Oak Ridge.  The City is served by
Interstates 40, 75, and 81, and four state highways. The City
receives scheduled air service from several major airlines
through Knoxville’s McGhee Tyson Airport, less than 30 miles
away.

Housing costs in Oak Ridge generally range from $50,000 to
$500,000. New housing developments, many with gorgeous
views of the hills and valleys, are steadily being built in the
area. Many include units with sustainable energy designs, such
as Energy Star or LEED certified housing.  There are excellent
homes located in Oak Ridge’s golf-course communities as well
as condominiums and rentals. 

Oak Ridge residents enjoy a moderate climate with four distinct
seasons.  Long periods of extreme heat or cold are rare.
Throughout the City, parks and recreational opportunities
abound, contributing to the quality of life.  With 17 parks and
approximately 1,300 acres of parkland, Oak Ridge has over
46 acres per 1,000 people. The city also has 1,200 acres of
greenbelt, areas left in their natural state, different from
greenways, where over thirty miles of trails are developed. For
sports enthusiasts, indoor and outdoor activities include

organized team sports, golf, tennis, soccer, disc golf, mountain
biking, rowing on the Clinch River, swimming in one of the
largest outdoor pools in the Southeast, and meeting other Oak
Ridgers at the Friday night high school football game. The
Great Smoky Mountains National Park is less than an hour
away, with hundreds of miles of hiking trails.  Rivers in the
vicinity offer opportunities for rafting, fishing, swimming, and
boating.

Oak Ridge has a diverse collection of cultural activities,
including a symphony orchestra, community band, chorus,
civic ballet, an art center, and a community playhouse.

The Methodist Medical Center of Oak Ridge (MMC) is a
regional medical center serving an area that includes nearly
200,000 people in Tennessee and Kentucky.  MMC was
recognized in 2009 and 2010 by Forbes.com as one of
America’s safest hospitals. More than 180 physicians trained
in more than 33 specialties provide care ranging from open
heart and neurosurgery to orthopedics and vascular.  The MMC
staff has one of the highest percentages of board-certified
physicians in the region. 

ABOUT THE OAK RIDGE
CITY GOVERNMENT
Incorporated in 1959, the City of Oak Ridge operates under a
modified City Manager-Council form of government with a
Home Rule Charter.  Seven at-large City Council members are
elected for four-year staggered terms.  The City Council elects a
Mayor and Mayor Pro-Tem from among its members to serve for
two-year terms. 

The City Council appoints a City Manager who serves at the
pleasure of the Council.   The current City Manager, Mark S.
Watson, who is a nationally recognized professional manager,
was appointed in August 2010 and will appoint the Police
Chief.

Oak Ridge is a full-service City that employs 388 regular staff
members citywide.  The City operates its own electric utility.
City Department Directors and many City staff members have
significant tenure and are highly skilled professionals in their
respective positions. The staff’s goal is to be a leader and a
partner in the community.  We want the City to be an
exceptional place to work in a strong team environment. We
strive to achieve excellence through openness, innovation,
responsibility, decisiveness, and communication.

The total FY 2011 budget is $179,473,979 with
$55,035,408 of this amount providing a percentage of the
total School System budget. 

Current goals of the City Council are in eight categories:
Governance, Economic Development, Facilities, Public
Information, Finances, Housing, Transportation, Social
Services/Needs and State and Federal Matters.



Specific objectives applicable to the Police
Department are:

• Work with the City Manager to develop a comprehensive
plan to reduce crime.

• Develop Police policies and procedures that will impact
housing and housing improvements.

• Increase transparency to the community through open
communications such as regularly scheduled  meetings,
especially with minority members.

• Obtain Tennessee Law Enforcement accreditation with
future plans for national accreditation.

• Enhance coordination with DOE facilities and national
nuclear complexes.

• Analyze the specialty services provided by the Police
Department.

• Create a partnership with the School System for enhanced
school safety.

• Perform analysis of physical space needs and facilities.

• In cooperation with the Personnel Department develop a
comprehensive training, recruitment and promotion
program that is fair and equitable to all members of the
Department.

• Assess all Departmental functions for diversity goals and
preferred specialty programs.

• Develop opportunities for succession planning.

ABOUT THE POLICE
DEPARTMENT
The Oak Ridge Police Department is responsible for enhancing
the safety and security of all residents and other persons
working in or visiting the City. The Department strives to
maintain peace and order throughout the community by
education, prevention of criminal activity, response to calls for
assistance, and reports of criminal law violations. Comprised of
64 uniform officers (includes Animal Control), one grant funded
officer and twelve non-uniform support personnel, the
Department is organized into the following activities:
Supervision, Investigations, Staff Services, Patrol, Emergency
Communications, Animal Control, and School Resource Officer
Program. Within these activities is a SWAT Team, a Response
Team and participation in regional Drug Task Forces. A Police
Chaplain and other associate chaplains provide counseling
assistance to crime victims, indigent families and individuals,
and Departmental personnel on a voluntary basis.

The Department is also responsible for administering the Drug
Fund and the Emergency Communications District Fund. The
Drug Fund is a Special Revenue Fund utilized to account for
drug related revenue and expenditures directly related to drug
curtailment activities. The Emergency Communications Fund is
an Enterprise Fund utilized to account for the proceeds of a

surcharge on telephones in the City’s 911 district. This Fund is
used to support the City’s 911 and other emergency
communication systems. The Police Department is also
responsible for the City’s on-going traffic enforcement camera
system, which involves reviewing every violation, court
presentations, and responding to citizens and media inquiries.

The Investigations and Patrol activities work jointly to investigate
all serious crimes, which include murder, rape, robbery,
aggravated assault, burglary, larceny, and motor vehicle theft.
The Animal Control activity operates a model program with
Anderson County and the City of Clinton utilizing the Animal
Shelter facility on a fee basis. The School Resource Officer
Program utilizes a police officer who is dedicated solely to
working within the Oak Ridge School System at the high school.
The objectives of this program are not only to decrease the
number of crimes committed at or near school property, but to
provide educational programs on topics such as drugs, law and
justice, and to provide a means for positive interaction between
the Police and youth of the community.

The total FY 2011 General Fund budget for the Police
Department is $6,099,769.



HOW TO APPLY
For additional information on this outstanding opportunity, please contact James L.
Mercer, President, The Mercer Group, Inc., at 505-466-9500;
jmercer@mercergroupinc.com.

Resumes should be sent by close of business March 18, 2011 to:

James L. Mercer, President/CEO
The Mercer Group, Inc.
551 W Cordova Road, #726
Santa Fe, NM  87505

Voice: 505-466-9500
Fax: 505-466-1274
E-Mail: jmercer@mercergroupinc.com
Website: www.mercergroupinc.com

In accordance with the Tennessee Open Records law, all application
materials are subject to public disclosure. Please contact Mr. Mercer if you
have questions about this law and its requirements.

The City of Oak Ridge is an Equal Opportunity Employer.  The City of Oak Ridge does
not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, creed, sex, age, marital status,
national origin, political ideas or disability in employment or the provision of services.

COMPENSATION
The starting salary for the new Police
Chief of the City of Oak Ridge will be
market competitive, depending upon
the experience and qualifications of the
selected candidate.  The successful
candidate will also receive an
automobile and a competitive fringe
benefit program. Reasonable
relocation expenses will also be
provided to the successful candidate.    



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


