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SECTION 14.01. APPLICATION OF REGULATIONSTO SIGNS.
All signs within Oak Ridge shall be hereafter esectconstructed, or maintained in accordance
with the provision of the sections below and aille sections of the Oak Ridge building codes
and only those signs that are permitted by thegelatons shall be permitted within the City of
Oak Ridge. A sign permit is required for all pettel signs.

SECTION 14.02. PURPOSE.

The purpose of this article is to provide sign deds and regulations which allow for the
legitimate needs for identification of residentiaiffice, commercial, industrial and other actistie
while at the same time to maintain and enhancestivironment; promote signs which do not
unduly detract from the overall character and aith of the community; encourage signs which
are compatible with adjacent land uses; provideafameasonable system of control of signs;
promote effective use of signs as a means of conuation and economic growth through the
regulation of such things as size, location, desigd illumination of signs; and to advance the
safety and welfare of the community as it relatesigns.

If any portion of this article is found to be inrdlict with any other provision of any City codes,
such as zoning, building, fire, safety, or healttlimance, the provision that establishes the higher
standard shall prevail.
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SECTION 14.03. MATRIX. The following matrix will be used in determinisgyn districts:

ZONING DISTRICT

SIGN DISTRICT

R-1-A, R-1-B, R-1-A/B, R-1-C, R-2, R-4-A, RESIDENTIAL

R-4-B, R-4-C, RG-1, G, P

E EDUCATION

0-1,0-2,R-3 OFFICE-INSTITUTIONAL
B-1 NEIGHBORHOOD BUSINESS
B-2, B-3, UB-2 COMMUNITY BUSINESS

IND-1, IND-2, IND-3, FIR

BUSINESS PARK AND GENERAINDUSTRIAL

*Those properties as shown on the Med
Campus District Map

cRIEDICAL CAMPUS °

SECTION 14.04. DEFINITIONS:

Signs:  Any object, device, display, or structure, ortpiereof, which is used to advertise,

identify, display, direct, or visually attract atteon to an object, person, institution, organizafi

business, product, service, event, or location ty @eans, including words, letters, figures,

design, symbols, fixtures, colors, illumination,projected images.

Note: This definition shall not include festival or fady decorations, the noncommercial use of

a flag, emblem, insignia, or other display of amjion or political subdivision, traffic, safety or

similar regulatory devices; legal notices; signsadrlets which are primarily memorials; emblems

of religious institutions that are attached to tmgs; or flags or similar emblems of political,
civic, philanthropic, educational, or religious amngzations.

Abandoned Sign: A sign that no longer correctly directs or exhatsy person, advertises a

bona fide business, lessor, owner, project or igtisonducted or product available on the
or a paxchikmporary sign for which the permit has

premises where such sign is displayed;
expired.

Advertising Sign:

A sign that has as its purpose to promote, adegrts sell a product or

service obtainable on the premises upon which the s located, and not to identify the

premises.

Animated (Moving) Sign: Any sign or permanent structure that uses movenpeafection, or

change of lighting or other electrical impulsegl&pict action or create a special effect. Variable
display signs, beacons and electronic moving messagrds are animated signs under this

article.

Awning, Canopy or Marguee Sign: A non-illuminated sign that is mounted, painted, or
attached to an awning, canopy, or marquee.

Banners, Pennants, Festoons, and Balloons: Any sign of cloth, paper, fabric or other flexible

material that is mounted by a pole, enclosed imaé, or otherwise mounted to allow movement
caused by wind which, with or without insignia,rattts the attention of the general public to a
location or business. Festoons shall include abaitnot limited to, a string of ribbons, tinsel, or

pinwheels. Flags are not banners under

this auticl
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Billboard (Outdoor Advertising Display Sign): A sign that is affixed to or erected upon a free-
standing framework that directs attention to a tess, commodity, service, or entertainment
conducted, sold or offered at a location other ttten premises on which the sign is located.
Note: This type of sign is also commonly referteés an off-premise sign. Any sign that is not
an on-premise sign, as defined herein, shall beffapremises sign.

Business Sign: A sign which directs attention to a business mfgssion conducted, or a
commodity or service, sold, offered, or manufadurer to an entertainment on the premises
upon which the sign is located, or to which itfigxad.

Changeable Copy Sign (Readerboard): A sign containing letters or numbers that can be
changed at will to display different messages. ctedmic moving message board signs are not
changeable copy signs under this article.

Channel Letters: Letters comprised of a U-shaped aluminum chamwi¢h plastic front faces.
Letters can be lighted with neon or Light EmittiDgpdes (LED). Neon letters can be left open
without faces (open faced neon letters).

(Ord. No. 12-04 Revised Effective 5/14/04)

Civic Sign: A sign that identifies a nonprofit institution organization on whose premises it is

located, and which contains (a) the name of thiétutien or organization; (b) the name(s) of the

person(s) connected with it; and/or (c) greetimgsouncements of events or activities occurring
at the institution, or similar messages.

Community Bulletin Board Sign: A publicly owned sigh whose contents shall béhim nature
of a directory listing several religious, educatibrcharitable, philanthropic, civic or professibna
organizations.

Community Identification Sign: A publicly-owned sign that states the logo, traddmor other
identifying symbol; address; or combination of tlmame, symbol, and address which
communicates the identity of the city.

Construction Sign: A temporary sign located on the premises durregpteriod of construction
identifying the names of the architects, engineasntractors, subcontractors, financial
supporters and/or others associated with the agriiin and development of the project.

Dilapidated Sign: A sign that is structurally unsound, has defecipagts, or is in need of
painting or other maintenance.

Directional Sign: A sign whose message is exclusively limited tadigg the circulation and
flow of vehicular and/or pedestrian traffic on thite such as signs that convey enter/entrance,
exit, one-way, and drive-thru.

Directory Sign: A sign, other than an identification sign, listititge names, uses, or locations of
the various businesses or activities conductedinvithbuilding or group of buildings, that is
centrally located and intended to provide on-siteation.

Entry Sign: A type of a ground sign that is non-illuminateef]lective or indirectly illuminated,
with the exception of Light Emitting diodes (LED} thannel letters or halo lit LED letters,
limited to a symbol and/or name identifying the elepment or site, and a numeric display of the
site street address located at the main entraBceh signs shall only apply to those sites with
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five (5) or more buildings, five (5) or more loter are located in a contiguous campus
environment.
(Ord. No. 12-04 Revised Effective 5/14/04)

Exempt Sign: Any sign which is exempt from the permit requisgtts established herein,
pursuant to Section 14.06 of this article.

Flag: Any fabric or bunting containing distinctive codo patterns or symbols that is used as a
symbol of a governmental, commercial or non-commaéamntity.
(1) Commercial flag sign means any flag, which displaysmmercial name, message,
logo or symbol.
(2) Decorative flag means any flag which displays aoiiday, season, design, or the
like which does not include any commercial namessage, logo or symbol.
(3) Non-commercial/governmental/civic flag means anggfldisplaying a name,
message, logo or symbol of any recognized govertahereligious, civic or non-
profit agency.

Flashing Sign: Any sign which contains an intermittent or flagiilight source, or which
includes the illusion of intermittent or flashiright by means of animation, changes in the degree
of light intensity, an externally mounted interraiit light source, or reflective metal strips.

Front Face:

The front elevation of a building that faces thentrproperty line, as recorded on the plat and/or
site plan. If a structure is located on a corracel, the side which includes the primary entrance
shall be considered the front facade. If a stmectocated on a corner parcel contains more than
one (1) primary entrance on more than one (1) sidelonger side with a primary entrance shall
be considered the front fagcadeSed Display 1. Illustrations of Sngle Occupancy and Multi-
Occupancy Buildings and Facilities)

Ground Sign: Any sign, other than a pole sign, which is indegent of any other structure and
in which the entire bottom of the sign is in comtaith the ground or there is ho more than thirty
(30) inches clearance from the bottom of the sigiiné ground below with the top of the sign not
exceeding eight (8) feet from ground level; prodideowever, that up to forty-eight (48) inches
clearance from the bottom of the sign to the gradogidw shall be allowed for signs located in
parking areas or immediately adjacent to parkimgsr

(Ord No. 11-06 Revised Effective 8/03/06)

Halo Letters: A type of a ground sign that is non-illuminatedkflective or indirectly
illuminated, with the exception of Light Emittingi@les (LED) lit channel letters or halo lit LED
letters, limited to a symbol and/or name identifyithe development or site, and a numeric
display of the site street address located at tam mntrance. Such signs shall only apply to
those sites with five (5) or more buildings, fiv& ©r more lots, or are located in a contiguous
campus environment.

(Ord. No. 12-04 Revised Effective 5/14/04)

Hanging Sign: A freestanding sign supported by the extended drim ingle post, with the
overall height of the sign face not exceeding e{ghfeet from ground level.
(Ord No. 8-05 Revised Effective 6/30/05)

Height of Sign: The vertical distance from normal grade to thghbst point of the sign. Any
berming, filling, or excavating solely for the poge of locating the sign shall be included as a
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part of the sign height. Note: The height of gnsshall be computed as the distance from the
base of the sign at normal grade to the top ofhibhest point of the sign face. Normal grade
shall be construed to be the newly establishedegedietr construction, exclusive of any filling,
berming, mounding, or excavating solely for thegmse of locating the sign. In cases in which
the normal grade of the sign is lower than the grafdthe adjacent public/private street, normal
grade shall be construed as the grade of the adjpoelic/private street.

(Ord. No. 12-04 Revised Effective 5/14/04)

Identification Sign: A sign giving the nature, logo, trademark, orestidentifying symbol;
address; or any combination of the name, symbotl address of a building, business,
development or establishment on the premises wihésdocated and which sets forth no other
advertisement.

Illegal Sign: Any of the following: (1) a sign erected withoutst obtaining a permit and
complying with all regulations in effect at the &rof its construction or use; (2) a nonconforming
sigh whose use has ceased because the businentifies is no longer conducted on the
premises; (3) a nonconforming sign for which theoetmmation period has expired; (4) a sign that
was legally erected but which later became nongarifg and then was damaged to the extent of
fifty percent (50%) or more of its current replaeahvalue; (5) a sign that is a danger to the
public or is unsafe; or (6) a sign that pertaina &pecific event that has not been removed within
five (5) days after the occurrence of the event.

[Hluminated Sign:

1. Direct: A sign whose light source is either lochie the interior of the sign so that the rays
go through the face of the sign, or which is attatto the face of the sign and is perceived as
a design element of the sign.

2. Indirect: lllumination of a sign that is affedtby a source of light not contained within the
sign itself and is not visible elsewhere on the ploparcel where said illumination occurs.

Inflatable Sign: Any sign that is either expanded to its full dimiens or supported by gases
contained within the sign, or sign parts, includad not limited to a pressure greater than
atmospheric pressure.

Instructional (Informative) Sign: Any on-premise sign containing no other messagpy,co
announcement, or decoration other than instrudradirection to the general public. Such signs
include but are not limited to the following: idéwing rest rooms, public telephones, walkways,
entrance and exit drives, freight entrances arffididirection.

Moving Copy Sign: A sign which incorporates an electronically orcmenically generated
changeable copy message within the sign framewhigh does not incorporate any mechanical
movement of the sign itself or any use of pulsatingndulating copy message.

Multi-Occupancy Facility: A development including, but not limited to, spom centers and
office complexes, consisting of two (2) or more agpe establishments with separate exterior
entrances sharing a common or connected buildmdj,cammon or connected parking areas, or
common pedestrian access and common or conneatddgareas.

(Ord. No. 11-06 Revised Effective 8/03/06)

Neon Sign: An illuminated sign containing a glass tube @li@ith neon or phosphors which is
bent to form letters, symbols or other shapes.
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Nonconforming Sign: A sign lawfully erected and maintained prior tee tadopting of this
article that does not conform with the requiremerithis article.

Obsolete Sign: Any sign which identifies or advertises any pragd@accommodation, service, or
business which is no longer available to the pudiithe location indicated on the sign.

Official Sign: A sign whose content denotes an official progeathorized or recognized by the
City Manager or his/her designee to meet a puliljeaive. Such signs shall include, but not be
limited to, public notices, neighborhood watch peogs, etc.

Off-Premise_Sign: A sign that directs attention to a business, conitpodservice, or
entertainment not exclusively related to the presiswhere such sign is located or to which it is
affixed.

On-Premise Sign: Any sign identifying or advertising a business, Soer, activity, goods,
products, or services, located on the premisesenthersign is installed and maintained.

Painted Wall Sign: Any sign or display painted directly on any extersorface, exclusive of
window or door glass areas.

Pennant: See definition of “banners, pennants, festoons fatidons”.

Pale Sign: A sign that is mounted on a freestanding suppotthat the bottom edge of the sign
face is six (6) feet or more above grade.

Palitical Sign: Temporary signs announcing and urging voter stpfor a particular election
issue, political party or candidate for public offi

Portable Sign: Any sign, by design or construction, intended ¢oelasily and readily relocated,
and not permanently affixed to the ground, a frambuilding or other structure. Portable signs
shall include, but are not limited to, signs modnigon a trailer, bench, wheeled carrier, or other
nonmotorized mobile structure with or without wieeel

Projecting Sign: A sign wholly or partly projecting out from a buiitdy face or wall, generally at
right angles to the building.

Real Estate Marketing Sign: A temporary sign that relates to the sale, refgake or marketing
of property or buildings or to construction acieg on or about which the sign is located.

Roof Sign: Any sign erected or maintained in whole or pgm or attached to a sloped or flat
roof of a building or upon a false front or roo#likacade.

Sign Adminigtrator: The person designated by the City Manager astdfé member assigned
to oversee the enforcement and interpretationisfsilgn article or said staff's designee.

Snipe Sign: Any sign that is tacked, nailed, posted, pasgaeed, or otherwise affixed to trees,
utility poles, stakes, fences or other objects, hthe message appearing thereon is not
applicable to the present use of the premises ugich the sign is located.

XIV-6



Supergraphics: Any mosaic, mural, painting or graphic art or ¢dmation thereof which is
professionally applied to a building that does camtain any brand name, product name, letters
of the alphabet spelling or abbreviating the narheamy product, company, professioor,
business, or any logo, trademark, trade name, mr @tommercial message. Supergraphics are
exempt.

Surface Display Area: The entire area within a continuous perimeterdaming the extreme
limits of the sign display which includes the wrii representation, emblem or any figure or
similar character, together with any frame or otimaterial or color forming an integral part of
the display or used to differentiate this desigmfrthe background against which it is placed,
excluding the necessary supporting framework ocibgathat is clearly incidental to the display
itself. The copy of signs composed of individugttdrs, numerals, or other devices shall be the
sum of the area of the smallest rectangle or @lemetric figure encompassing all of said letters
or devices. Double-faced signs shall be constdustethat the perimeter of both faces coincide
and are parallel and not more than twenty four {@dhes apart. If the two (2) faces of a double-
faced sign are of unequal area, the area of thedigll be taken as the area of the larger face.
(See Display 2- Geometric Area Calculations)

Temporary Signs: A sign including, but not limited to, placardsrmers, pennants, posters, or
other outdoor advertising displays not intendedegermanently displayed.

Wall Sign: A sign containing letters and/or graphics, inethflat against the exterior wall of a
building or structure in such a manner that thd iatomes the supporting structure for, or forms
the background surface of the sign, has no cororetti the ground, and does not project more
than twelve (12) inches from such building or stuve.

Window Sign: A sign posted, placed, affixed or painted onititerior of a window or door of a
building exposed to public view. For the purposehi$ Article, a temporary sign placed on the
interior of a window for viewing from the exterishall not be counted as a sign.
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Multi-Occupancy Buildings and Facilities

Display 1. Illustrationsof Single Occupancy and Multi-Occupancy Buildings and Facilities.
Single Occupancy Facilities
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Display 2. GEOMETRIC AREA CALCULATIONS
ELLIPSE

A=IOxCxD
4

TRIANGLE

>
I
w
X
I

N
I

— B ¥

A
0o
v

RECTANGLE
A=LxW

A 4

A
r_

XIV-10



Display 3. Illustration of Sign Types
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SECTION 14.05. GENERAL REQUIREMENTS.

1. No sign shall constitute a traffic hazard. Ngnsshall be erected along any street or at any
intersection in such a manner as to obstruct frek cear vision or to create a hazard by
blocking a safe line of sight as defined in they@bde of Ordinance, Sections 20-35 and 20-
36, or as hereafter amended. At corner lots, gtoampole identification signs shall be
located a minimum of thirty five (35) feet from thtersection of the edge of an road'’s right-
of-way; or in the case where the right-of-way lisedetermined by a radius, thirty five (35)
feet from the midpoint of that radius.

2. In the event more than one (1) ground and/oe gadn is allowed on a single parcel, the
ground and/or pole signs shall be located a mininafirane hundred (100) feet apart from
each other.

(Ord. No. 6-10 Revised Effective 5/13/10)

3. Temporary signs shall be allowed in all comnaroifice, and industriadlistricts only for
temporary special events and are not to be displéyemore than fifteen (15) consecutive
days or three (3) days after the end of the ewshichever is less. Special events shall
include, but not be limited to, grand openings;ibess closings; and special promotional
events such as seasonal sales. Only one (1) pshailt be issued for a given place of
business during any four (4) month period. Temposigns shall be non-illuminated and
shall not exceed thirty-two (32) square feet offaue display area. No such signs shall be
shipe signs.

(Ord. No. 20-03 Revised Effective 10/16/03)

4. Temporary signs, as defined in this article, shallallowed in all other zoning districts only
for special events such as, but not limited toaad cultural events; recreation and sporting
events; city, county or state sponsored events; appertaining to campaigns, drives or
events of civic, philanthropic, educational or gadus organizations. This section shall also
apply to all non-profit organizations in all zonidgstricts. Permits for such signs shall not
exceed thirty (30) consecutive days. Such sigadl e allowed to be displayed the week
prior to the individual special event and removed t(2) days after cessation of the
individual special event. Signs may be interchdnge advertise individual activities
throughout the thirty (30) day period. Temporagns shall be non-illuminated and shall not
exceed thirty-two (32) square feet of surface diggrea. One (1) temporary sign on-site and
three (3) temporary off-site signs for special stthed recreation and sporting events shall be
allowed. Off-site signs shall not be placed witlimy public rights-of-way unless written
permission is granted by the City and shall be resddhe Monday following the scheduled
event. Only one (1) permit shall be issued foivermgy place of business during any four (4)
month period.Temporary signs for athletic facilities/fields atefined in Section 14.07.

(Ord. No. 20-03 Revised Effective 10/16/03)

5. The Sign Administrator shall determine the typgyle and content of publicly owned
community signs, and is responsible for their cartsion, placement and maintenance. One
(1) non-illuminated or indirectly illuminated commity bulletin board or community
identification sign shall be allowed at the priradipntrances of the City. Such signs shall not
exceed one hundred and twenty (120) square festirddice display area and shall not be
higher than twenty (20) feet above ground levehclEorganization is limited to three (3)
square feet in size.

(Ord. No. 12-04 Revised Effective 5/14/04)

6. Commercial flags, which includes the company’s naim&ignia, emblem, or logo on a flag,
smaller than forty (40) square feet are allowed stmall not be counted against the maximum
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signage allowed. However if the commercial flagaigier than forty (40) square feet then it
shall count against the maximum signage alloweldgd-are limited to a maximum of three
(3) flags per lot, only one of which shall incluthee company’s name, insignia, emblem or
logo.

(Ord. No. 20-03 Revised Effective 10/16/03)

SECTION 14.06. SSGNSALLOWED IN ALL DISTRICTS(EXEMPT SIGNS).
The following signs shall be allowed in all zonidigtricts, provided that the following requiremeate
met or exceeded. A sign permit shall not be reglfor the following:

1. Official public notices and/or official signs sied by public officers in the performance of
their duties. Official signs such as those degiggea neighborhood watch service program
shall be non-illuminated and shall not exceed tfiB@¢square feet of surface display area.

2. No sign shall be allowed in the public rightsvedy, except for public signs which are
erected by or on behalf of a governmental bodyost fegal notices, identify public property,
convey public information; signs which direct oguéate pedestrian or vehicular traffic and
which comply with the Manual of Uniform Traffic Ctnl Devices; and informational signs
of a public utility regarding its poles, lines, pgor facilities.

3. Flags or emblems of the United States, the sfalennessee, or their political divisions.

4. Freestanding political signs supporting a casgidor election or a position on an issue
which is the subject of a referendum, provided:thiay do not exceed sixteen (16) square
feet of surface display area and eight (8) fedtdight above ground level; signs not to be
erected more than thirty (30) days prior to thetda to which the campaign pertains; signs
must be taken down no more than five (5) days dfterelection to which the campaign
pertains; not allowed to be snipe signs or to lzegd on traffic signs, street name signs,
sidewalks, subdivision entrance signs or parksissghall be allowed within the rights-of-
way provided that the signs shall be located ammmn of fifteen (15) feet from the edge of
pavement along arterial streets, not to be lociatéaffic islands or so as not to be located in
areas which obstruct visibility pursuant to Citydéoof Ordinances, Sections 20-35 and 20-
36, or as hereafter amended; and must meet thesymos set forth in Tennessee Code
Annotated. A freestanding sign designed to be sdfrom two (2) different directions shall
be considered as one (1) sign, provided that tlhe(2ysign faces are parallel (back-to-back),
mounted on the same support structures, and nedttierexceeds 16 (sixteen) square feet.
For all two-sided signs not mounted parallel (bswmkack), the total surface display area
shall not exceed 16 (sixteen) square feet.

(Ord. No. 20-03 Revised Effective 10/16/03)

5. Address signs, not more than one (1) for eachtstreetage of each principal use on a lot
and none exceeding seventy-two (72) square indhagrface display area, showing only the
numerical address designations of the premises wtoch they are situated. All address
signs shall be prominently displayed and writtencamtrasting colors to the color of the
structure or background against which said sigesptaced in order to facilitate emergency
identification for public service employees.

6. Decals, numerals, names, addresses, hourst, caediinformation, etc., attached to the doors

or windows of the principal building and all of whi occupy a total area of two (2) square
feet or less.
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7. Construction signs are allowed only during the tmitsion and development phase of the
project, and must be maintained and removed tenddys after issuance of a Certificate of
Occupancy. A sign announcing an intended useeoptmises in the immediate future may
include only the project name, the nature of dgualent (for example, professional office,
apartments, condominiums, etc.), the name of theeowr agent, and one telephone number.
Such sign shall be allowed pursuant to the issuahaebuilding permit and/or site review by
City staff. Such sign shall be removed upon issaaif a Certificate of Occupancy for the
project and prior to the issuance of a sign pefonithe permanent signage.

(Ord. No. 8-05 Revised Effective 6/30/05)

8. Real estate marketing signs provided that onky L) non-illuminated sign per lot except
where the lot fronts two (2) or more streets, dijea@ditional sign per lot per street frontage
shall be allowed; the total surface display aretto@xceed thirty-two (32) square feet for
non-residential (commercial and industrisdning districts), sixteen (16) square feet for
office-institutional zoning districts and six (&ugare feet for residential zoning districts; shall
not be over eight (8) feet in height measured fri® ground level; may remain on the
property the length of the sale and shall be remi@ge (10) business days after the sale; and
sign shall be maintained in good condition. A $teeding sign designed to be viewed from
two (2) different directions shall be consideredas (1) sign, provided that the two (2) sign
faces are parallel (back-to-back), mounted on #messupport structures, and neither side
exceeds 16 (sixteen) square feet. For all twoesgiigns not mounted parallel (back-to-back),
the total surface display area shall not exceefbikeen) square feet.

Signs for advertising open houses, including dioeetl signs, shall be allowed three (3) days
prior to the open house and removed the day dfeeopen house. Note: Off-site directional
signs are only allowed for the advertising of aempouse and not for the sale of the house
or place of business.
(Ord No. 20-03 Revised Effective 10/16/03)
(Ord. No. 18-09 Revised Effective 10/22/09)

9. Subdivision Off-Site Directional Signs. The pose of this subsection is to provide a
uniform coordinated method of offering developerseans of providing directional signs to
residential projects while minimizing confusion amgoprospective purchasers who wish to
inspect subdivisions, and promoting traffic safatyd reducing the visual blight of sign
proliferation. Permits for temporary signs in thgblic right-of-way are allowed on a limited
basis during periods of new construction activitirectional signs may only be used to
direct traffic to subdivisions that are less thaawenty-five percent (75%) complete.
Residential subdivisions not located on a statbway shall be allowed to place either one
(1) two-sided ground sign or two (2) one-sided gibsigns not to exceed thirty-two (32)
square feet and not over eight (8) feet in heigthiwthe right-of-way of the nearest arterial
street. Staff may issue a sign permit for a peoibtiventy-four (24) months. The Oak Ridge
Municipal Planning Commission may grant extensiomswvelve (12) month increments up
until seventy-five percent (75%) build out of thebdivision or formal street acceptance,
whichever is first.

This type of sign is allowed as follows:

a. All temporary signs shall be constructed and desigof materials durable enough to
withstand the elements to which the sign is touigexted.

b. No sign shall be illuminated, painted with lighfleeting paint, or have moving parts.
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No sign shall be located in the clear sight triengfl obstruct or impair access to a public
sidewalk, public or private street or driveway,fficacontrol sign, bus stop, or fire
hydrant, or otherwise create a hazard.

Signs in the right-of-way may not be posted on eemtedians, trees, utility poles, or
other utility structures located in the right-ofyva

Signs must have a sign permit prior to placement.

If a temporary sign becomes a nuisance, or is r@tained, the sign may be subject to
removal.

Signs may not impair the integrity or charactethaf area in which it is located.

Signs may not display any symbol or words that wdiklely be mistaken for an official
traffic control sign.

The sign display shall be limited to the name @f sabdivision, directional instructions,
and directional arrows.

The person responsible for any sign shall be theeowof the subdivision being
advertised.
(Ord. No. 18-09 Revised Effective 10/22/09)

SECTION 14.07. SIGNSFOR RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS
1. Types, Sizeand Location of Signs Allowed:

a.

Subdivision or Multifamily Development Entry Sign

(1) One (1) ground entry sign with either two (2) sigestwo (2) one-sided signs on
each side of the entrance shall be allowed at pdnbipal entrance. Such sign(s)
shall be permanent and can be either indirectlynihated or non-illuminated, with
the exception of Light Emitting Diodes (LED) lit @hnel letters or halo lit LED
letters. Each sign face shall not exceed thirty-(@2) square feet of surface display
area.

(Ord. No. 12-04 Revised Effective 5/14/04)

(2) The top of the entry sign shall be no higher thayhte(8) feet above ground level.
(See definition foHeight of Sgn)

(3) The developer or owner of land or property uponchhihe entry sign is located
shall:

(a) Make provision for the establishment of a howreers' association for the joint
ownership and maintenance of the sign; or

(b) If no homeowners' association is provided tbe developer shall prepare an
alternative proposal for ownership and maintenarid¢be sign(s), which shall be
approved by the Planning Commission at the timta@final plat submittal.

Multi-family Identification Sign
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One (1) Identification Sign, which is a permanemigirectly illuminated or non-
illuminated, wall sign announcing the identificatiof a multifamily dwelling shall be
allowed per multifamily building. Such sign shalbt exceed ten (10) square feet in
surface display area.

Signsfor Athletic Facilities/Fields

(1)

Temporary signs for recreation and sportinghevehall be allowed provided that the
following criteria is met: temporary non-illumireat signs shall be allowed to remain
for the length of the athletic season for whichytlzee the primary users and/or
scheduled times for use of the facility/fields Imat to exceed four (4) consecutive
months; a maximum of twenty (20) signs per athléetd shall be allowed; and a
sign permit is required for each athletic fieldut@oor athletic fields with permanent
seating for more than 5,000 persons shall be atloavamaximum of thirty (30)
temporary signs per field. All signs covered facle sign permit shall be uniform in
general design (size, color, and letteringhdividual temporary signs shall not
exceed thirty-two (32) square feet of surface digphrea. Such temporary signs
shall be installed inside of the park so not toviséble from public rights-of-way and
must be maintained by the owner(s) of such signs.

(Ord. No. 12-04 Revised Effective 5/14/04)

(2) Sponsored scoreboards shall be allowed in athifiéilds provided that the

3)

scoreboard(s) shall not exceed eighty (80) squeetkih area and the advertising area
is not to exceed thirty percent (30%) of the fréate of the scoreboard. Outdoor
athletic fields with permanent seating for morenttsa000 persons shall be allowed
up to two (2) scoreboards of any size; howevenarevent shall the advertising area
on such scoreboard exceed fifty percent (50%) effthnt face of the scoreboard.
All sponsored scoreboards shall be permanentiyhtietoward the athletic field for
visibility by attendees.

(Ord. No. 17-07 Revised Effective 8/30/07)

Incidental signs, where the intent is to provide public with information and in no
way relates to a commercial activity, may be lodatieroughout publicly owned

parks and athletic facilities/fields. Incidentagrss shall be allowed to identify
appurtenances such as amenities and features inpdnks and/or athletic
facilities/fields that are secondary to the primtipse of the parcel on which it is
placed. These amenities and features may inclhde,are not limited to, The
Friendship Bell, Secret City Commemorative Walkjl@en’s Globe, walking trails,

greenways, and names of individual fields. Permameidental signs for publicly
owned parks and athletic facilities/fields shalldiewed provided that the following
criteria are met:

(@) The sign shall be freestanding, unless otherstiated.

(b) The incidental sign for publicly owned parksearties and passive areas shall
not exceed 12 square feet of surface display amndatlee signs for active play
areas and athletic field/facilities shall not exatesghteen (18) square feet of
surface display area.

(c) The top of the sign for publicy owned parks aities and passive areas and

active play areas and athletic fields/facilitiésls be no higher than five (5) feet
from ground level. (See definition feteight of Sgn).
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(d) Only one sign per athletic field shall be alexv

(e) Inthe event multiple fields are located inoaplex setting, one ground sign
shall be allowed designating the name of the coxaplédhe ground sign for the
complex shall not exceed thirty-two (32) square tdesurface display area and
shall be no higher than eight (8) feet from grolewatl. Each athletic field shall
be allowed one (1) incidental sign.

() In the event there is a freestanding enclosedding/structure, such as the
Rowing Finish Line Tower, then a single sign shadl allowed but shall not
exceed thirty-two (32) square feet of surface @dig@rea and shall be no higher
than eight (8) feet from ground level; or two (2Jrs shall be allowed (either
one ground sign and one wall sign, or two wall sjgorovided that the total of
the two signs shall not exceed thirty-two (32) squfaet of surface display area.

(Ord. No. 11-06 Revised Effective 8/03/06)

d. Signsfor non-residential usesin residential districts

(1)

(2)

3)

(4)

One (1) indirectly illuminated or non-illumiret ground sign or hanging sign shall
be allowed per principal building. Such sign candhangeable copy readerboards,
which shall be an integral part of the ground si@uch sign shall not exceed thirty-
two (32) square feet, except changeable copy rbadsais (double sided) surface
display area can be thirty-two (32) square feetlushog the name of the non-
residential use. Those letters are not to excéglste=n inches (18”) in height.
Surface display area of the changeable copy readsid may be internally
illuminated. The top of the ground sign shall lehigher than eight (8) feet from
ground level. When a principal building has frggaon more than one (1)
public/private street, one (1) additional grounda@il sign shall be allowed. In the
event an additional sign is allowed, the additiosigh shall not be located on the
same street as the first sign. Additional sigrellgiot count against the maximum
signage allowed.

(Ord. No. 8-05 Revised Effective 6/30/05)

One (1) indirectly illuminated or non-illumiret wall sign shall also be allowed per
principal building provided that the following reggments are met: the area of the
wall sign is not to exceed two (2) square feetlpear foot of the front face of the
principal building to which it is attached, as ggisplay 1 Illustrations of Sngle
Occupancy and Multi-Occupancy Buildings and Facilities; wall signs shall be placed
flat against the principauilding; the name and/or logo located on an awrsingll
be considered part of the wall sign; and wall sighsll not project above the
apparent roofline or cornice.

(Ord. No. 20-03 Revised Effective 10/16/03)

Multi-Occupancy Facility Signs. In the evemttwo (2) principal uses (for example,
church and school) one (1) additional ground silgallsbe allowed for the second
use. Such signs shall be at least five hundre@) (fe@t apart.

Non-illuminated directional signs shall be &l in off-street parking areas
provided that the surface display area shall noeed four (4) square feet, the height
of the sign shall be no higher than four (4) fesve ground level and are limited to
a maximum of five (5) signs. Directional signslshat count against the maximum
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signage allowed.

SECTION 14.08. SSIGNSFOR MEDICAL CAMPUSDISTRICTS.

The following section applies to those propertieslasignated on the Medical Campus District Mape T
purpose of a designhated Medical Campus Sign Dissrito acknowledge the need for a specific program
of signs of a wayfinding nature in potentially unge@nd/or life-threatening situations.

The objective is to provide clear, concise andarnif directional guidance to a variety of facilitiwghin
the campus; many of which provide urgent and/orrgemecy medical care and are therefore necessary for
the health, safety and welfare of the public.

1. SignsAllowed in Medical Campus Districts
a. Primary Facility/Campus Directional Signs - sigrproviding basic directional
information to destinations within the campus bamd Legends shall be restricted to
functional destination names (Emergency, Day Syrgéisitor Parking, etc.) rather than
named commercial destinations (Dr. Jones’ Offite).e

b. Secondary Campus Directional Signs - signs, tédocavithin the campus boundary,
downstream in the message hierarchy from the Pyirfarectional Signs, providing
more detailed directional information (e.g.: Visilarking vs. Staff Parking, etc.).

c. Site Identification Signs - a sign, located lse as practical to the vehicular entrance of
a stand-alone site (medical office, clinic, etcJhe sign may display the operational
name of the facility (XYZ Surgery Associates, P.€¢). The sign must include the
street address of the facility (numerals and nat®#34 Main Street).

d. Building Exterior Identification Sign - wall mated signs, as identified above, which
display the functional name of the facility.

e. Miscellaneous Campus Signs - signs, primaritated on the site, which convey specific
circulation information (parking areas), pedestréant/or accessible pathway directional
information (walkways) or regulatory messages (ssixe parking, one way, etc.).

2. Locations, Sizes and Quantities Allowed in Medical Campus Districts
Locations, sizes and quantities of the sign typesudsed above are to be determined as
identified in the Wayfinding Signs Size and Locati®uidelines, explained hereinafter.

3. Approvals
Each wayfinding program, sign type, location oneseiof locations, along with the display
design and message inventory, shall be submittedeteewed and approved by the City
Manager, or his/her designee, prior to the filifigan application for a sign permit. Location
of signs shall also be noted on site plans. Ircs® of a new or expanded district, the initial
comprehensive package of signs shall also be stdahtiv, reviewed, and approved by the
Oak Ridge Planning Commission.

4. Wayfinding Signs Size and L ocation Guidelines
a. Graphics
(1) Typography shall be restricted to sans-sedfments from one (1) of the following
type family groups: Highway Gothic, Frutiger, Hefiea, Futura or Univers.
Legends shall consist of initial upper case andelowase letterforms. Uniform
display of the chosen typography and case-usagaghout the program is required.

(2) No more than six (6) destination legends intiigaone (1) direction, nor three (3)
destination legends indicating two (2) directiohalkappear as a single display.
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(3) Display of directional signs shall be “negativee. light color letterforms and
graphic devices on a dark color background.

(4) Light/dark contrast between the images and d¢racknd shall be a minimum of
seventy percent (70%), regardless of reflectantesva

(5) Arrowforms shall conform to either the standardow as shown in th®lanual on
Uniform Traffic Control Devices or the universally available “barbed arrow”. In
either case, uniform display of a common arrowfdhmoughout the program is
required.

(6) lllumination and/or reflective graphic elememt® encouraged, in descending order
of preference as follows:

(a) External “wash” illumination and reflective gds/graphics.
(b) Reflective legends/graphics.

(c) External “wash” illumination w/non-reflectivedgends/graphics.
(d) Non-reflective legends/graphics.

(e) Internal illumination (cabinets or individuatierforms) is restricted to Campus
Roadway Directory and/or Building Exterior Identétion elements.

b. Locationsand Sizes
(1) Wherever possible signs shall be located dyremttside the roadway right-of-way
line. Sign location shall be based on viewing diseaand geometry, given a five (5)
degree horizontal half-cone of vision from the i@mt.

(2) Quantities shall be based on an establishedalbvmessage sequence and across-
campus preferred routes; displaying the requirddrimation only at the location
where a turning or identification decision mustiede.

(3) Letterform size shall be based on a ratio & (i) inch of cap-height for each thirty
(30) feet of viewing distance (e.g.: 100 feet adwing distance equals a cap-height
of 3.33 inches; rounded up to a 4 inch cap-heighijch reflects a standing still up
to approximately twenty five (25) miles-per-hoursped speed. For each ten (10)
mile-per-hour incremental increase of posted spedbd, cap-height should be
increased by one (1) inch.

(4) Panel horizontal size shall be determined leyidingest line of required legend, at the
correct type size of the viewing distance, pluse&éh percent (15%) (e.g.: at the
correct size, legend length equals 4.75 feet, gdtli% equals 5.46 feet; rounded up
to 5.5 feet).

(5) Arrowforms shall be at least equal to in vetidimension and/or no more than 1.5
times greater than the vertical dimension of thigter legend it supports.

(6) Panel bottoms for all post-mounted directicsigh elements shall be no closer to the
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immediately adjacent finished grade than eightf¢8}. Over walkways, the bottom
must be no closer than ten (10) feet above thewatk In no case will post-
mounted directional sign panels have a height greban fifteen (15) feet above the
above-referenced finished grade.

SECTION 14.09. SSGNSFOR EDUCATION DISTRICTS.
One (1) ground sign shall be allowed per principgilding. In addition, one (1) wall sign shall albe
allowed per principal building. When a principalilding takes vehicular access from more than dne (
public/private street, or has two (2) accesses fileensame public/private street and the secondsadse
five hundred (500) feet or more from the first &ax;emeasured along the street from the centerdine t
centerline of each access drive, one (1) additignalind sign shall be allowed at the second access.
When an additional ground sign is allowed, theltstaface display area of the additional grounahsig
shall not exceed thirty-two (32) square feet aredttip of the ground sign shall be no higher thghtg(i8)
feet from ground level.

(Ord. No. 12-04 Revised Effective 5/14/04)

1. Types, Sizeand Location of Signs Allowed:
a. Ground signs
(1) One (1) indirectly illuminated or non-illuminatedogind sign shall be allowed per
principal building. Such sign(s) shall not excelity-two (32) square feet, except
changeable copy readerboards (double sided) sudiaptay area can be thirty-two
(32) square feet excluding the name of the sch@ithool name letters are not to
exceed eighteen inches (18”) in height. Surfaseldy area of the changeable copy
readerboards may be internally illuminated.
(Ord. No. 12-04 Revised Effective 5/14/04)

(2) The top of the ground sign shall be no higher tbght (8) feet from ground level.
(See definition foHeight of Sgn)

b. Wall Signs
(1) One (1) indirectly illuminated or non-illumireat sign, with an area not to exceed two
(2) square feet per linear foot of the front fa€¢he building to which it is attached,
as perDisplay 1 Illustrations of Sngle Occupancy and Multi-Occupancy Buildings
and Facilities.

(2) Wall signs shall be placed flat against thdding.
(3) The name and/or logo located on an awning sleatlonsidered part of the wall sign.
(4) Wall signs shall not project above the appareotiine or cornice.

c. Multi-Occupancy Facility Signs
In the event of two (2) principal uses (for examgleurch and school) one (1) additional
ground sign shall be allowed for the second usehSigns shall be at least five hundred
(500) feet apart.

d. Directional Signs
Non-illuminated directional signs shall be allowedoff-street parking areas provided
that the surface display area shall not exceed #usquare feet, the height of the sign
shall be no higher than four (4) feet above grogwel and are limited to a maximum of
five (5) signs. Directional signs shall not coagainst the maximum signage allowed.
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(Ord. No. 20-03 Revised Effective 10/16/03)

e. Signsfor Athletic Facilities/Fields
Sponsored scoreboards shall be allowed for outdabfetic facilities/fields with
permanent seating for more than three hundred (B6@ons provided the scoreboard
does not exceed two hundred twenty-five (225) sgjdeet in surface display area with
the advertising area not to exceed thirty perc@d®) of the surface display area of the
scoreboard.
(Ord. No. 12-06 Revised Effective 8/03/06)

f. PoleSigns
For school facilities with a student populationae than one thousand (1,000), one (1)
indirectly or directly illuminated or non-illuminatl pole sign shall be allowed. The pole
sign may be either a changeable copy sign (readsfp@r a moving copy sign. The
surface display area of the pole sign shall noeedcsixty (60) square feet. The top of
the pole sign shall be no higher than fifteen @&} from ground level.
(Ord. No. 20-09 Revised Effective12/24/09)

SECTION 14.10. SIGNSFOR OFFICE-INSTITUTIONAL DISTRICTS.
1. Types, Sizeand Location of Signs Allowed:

One (1) ground sign shall be allowed per princlpzlding except as noted in Subsection E
below. In addition, one (1) wall or window signrgincipal building shall be allowed. The

total combined area of all signs shall not exceeal 2) square feet per linear foot of the
front face of the principal building. In the evaitmulti-tenant occupancies, the owner shall
determine what portion of each tenant’s allowald@ area shall be allotted to the allowable
ground sign(s).

a. Ground Signs
(1) One (1) illuminated or non-illuminated grounigrs not to exceed thirty-two (32)
square feet of surface display area shall be atiesxeept as noted below.

(2) The top of the ground sign shall be no highanteight (8) feet from ground level.
(See definition foHeight of Sgn)

(3) Ground signs can either be changeable copyerbadrds or moving copy sign, and
either shall be an integral part of the ground sidime moving copy sign shall not
exceed one (1) line of moving copy. In no instasball the combination of the
changeable copy readerboard or moving copy signaisarea and the ground sign
surface display area exceed thirty-two (32) sqdeet, nor shall the combination
exceed the height limitation of eight (8) feet.

(4) When a principal building takes vehicular ascesom more than one (1)
public/private street, or has two (2) accesses fiteensame public/private street and
the second access is five hundred (500) feet oerfrom the first access, measured
along the public/private street from centerlinecémterline of each access drive, one
(1) additional ground sign may be allowed at thdittmhal access, provided that:

(&) Such sign(s) shall be located at or near thesacto such street; and,
(b) No other signs except directional signs, asnézd in Section 14.10(d) below,

shall be allowed at or near the access to suchtstre
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(Ord. No. 12-04 Revised Effective 5/14/04)
Wall Signs
(1) One (1) indirectly illuminated or non-illumiret sign, with an area not to exceed two
(2) square feet per linear foot of the front fa€¢he building to which it is attached,
as perDisplay 1 Illustrations of Single Occupancy and Multi-Occupancy Buildings
and Facilities. Single story multi-occupancy facilities shall b#owed, one (1)
indirectly illuminated or non-illuminated sign, Wwitan area not to exceed two (2)
square feet per linear foot of that portion of fitemt face which the tenant leases.

(2) Wall signs shall be placed flat against thdding.

(3) In the event the name and/or logo are locateém awning(s), the square footage
shall be deducted from the allowable square footaga wall sign.

(4) Wall signs shall not project above the appareotiine or cornice.

Window Signs

(1) One (1) indirectly illuminated or non-illumireat sign shall be allowed per principal
building in which the permanent window copy, paiht® otherwise attached to the
window surface, shall be limited in area to twefitye percent (25%) of the total
surface area of that window.

(2) The provisions stated above shall not restifiet reasonable application upon a
window surface of lettering or decals giving thel@ss, hours of business, entrance
or exit information, professional or security infaation, and credit cards which are
accepted; nor shall the surface area of such ilgfter decals be included in the
overall computation of allowable sign area.

Directional Signs

llluminated or non-illuminated directional signsafihbe allowed in off-street parking
areas provided that the surface display area abalkexceed four (4) square feet and the
height of the sign area shall be no higher tharr f@l) feet above ground level.
Directional signs shall not count against the maxmsignage allowed.

I dentification Signs

For office and institutional buildings having 36(0or more square feet of usable floor
area, one (1) or more ground identification sigmallsbe allowed in lieu of any wall or
window signs. Such ground identification signslisha allowed per fifty (50) square
feet of front face or per entrance, whichever $sleSuch ground identification sign shall
not exceed eight (8) feet in height nor ten (1Q)esq feet in surface display area; shall be
located at or near the street entrances; and sbalbbstruct any safe line-of-sight for
traffic.

Development Entry Signs

For developments that include five or more buddimor five or more lots, one (1) ground
entry sign with either two (2) sides or two (2) esi@ed signs on each side of the entrance
shall be allowed at each principal entrance. Sigh(s) shall be permanent and can be
either indirectly illuminated or non-illuminated,ittv the exception of Light Emitting
Diodes (LED) lit channel letters or halo lit LEDttkrs. Each sign face shall not exceed
thirty-two (32) square feet of surface display aaad the top of the sign shall be no higher
than eight (8) feet above ground level.
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(Ord. No. 12-04 Revised Effective 5/14/04)

SECTION 14.11. SIGNSFOR NEIGHBORHOOD BUSINESSDISTRICTS.

One (1) ground sign shall be allowed per principalding. In addition, one (1) wall or window siger
front face shall be allowed. The total combinegbaof all signs shall not exceed two (2) squaregee
linear foot of the front face of the building. Adktablishments that have a current beer permiit @lsa
meet the requirements of City Code Section 4-307.

1. Types, Sizeand Location of Signs Allowed:
a. Ground Signs
(1) One (1) indirectly illuminated or non-illuminatedagind sign or hanging sign not to
exceed thirty-two (32) square feet in surface dig@lrea shall be allowed.
(Ord. No. 8-05 Revised Effective 6/30/05)

(2) The top of the ground sign shall be no higher thigiht (8) feet from ground level. (See
definition forHeight of Sgn)

(3) One indirectly or non-illuminated ground sign shiadl allowed per principal building.
Double-sided changeable copy readerboards shallldged and shall be an integral part
of the ground sign. In no instance shall the comioon of the changeable copy
readerboards surface display area and the grogndssiface display area exceed thirty-
two (32) square feet, except changeable copy rbadsis (double sided) surface display
area can be thirty-two (32) square feet excludirggrtame of the business, provided that
such letters for the name of the business do nexdeed eighteen inches (18") in height,
nor shall the combination exceed the height lingtabf eight (8) feet. Surface display
area of the changeable copy readerboards maydsaaiiy illuminated.

(Ord. No. 12-04 Revised Effective 5/14/04)

b. Wall Signs
(1) One (1) illuminated or non-illuminated signthvan area not to exceed two (2) square feet
per linear foot of the wall to which it is attached pemDisplay 1 Illustrations of Sngle
Occupancy and Multi-Occupancy Buildings and Facilities.

(2) Wall signs shall be placed flat against thédug).

(3) In the event the name and/or logo are locatedroawning(s), the square footage shall be
deducted from the allowable square footage for lasigm.

(4) wall signs shall not project above the appareot line or cornice.

c. Window Signs
(1) One (1) illuminated or non-illuminated sign BHae allowed per principal building in
which the permanent window copy, painted or othssvattached to the window surface,

shall be limited in area to twenty-five percent ¥@5of the total surface area of that
window.

(2) The provisions stated above shall not resthet reasonable application upon a window
surface of lettering or decals giving the addréssyrs of business, entrance or exit
information, professional or security informati@md credit cards which are accepted; nor
shall the surface area of such lettering or ddoalsicluded in the overall computation of
allowable sign area.
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d. Multi-Occupancy Facility Signs
Each principal building shall be allowed one (1pwgrd sign. In the event of single story
multi-occupancy facility, each establishment withiire principal building shall be allowed
one (1) indirectly illuminated or non-illuminatedallvsign, with an area not to exceed two (2)
square feet per linear foot of that portion of fhent face which the tenant leases. The
property owner shall determine what proportion aftetenant's allowable sign area shall be
allotted to the ground sign.

SECTION 14.12. SIGNSFOR COMMUNITY BUSINESSDISTRICTS.
Either one (1) pole sign or one (1) ground signlisha allowed per principal building. In
addition, one (1) wall or window sign per front éashall be allowed. Roof signs shall only be
permitted on lots with building grades fifty pert€60%) or more below grade of the adjacent
street with Board of Zoning Appeals approval. To&l combined area of all signs for single
story facilities shall not exceed two (2) squaretfper linear foot of the front face of the
principal building. The total combined area of silins for two (2) story facilities shall not
exceed 2.5 square feet per linear foot of the fface of the principal building. When a principal
building has frontage on more than one (1) pubiicge street, one (1) additional ground, pole or
wall sign shall be allowed for each additional pe/blivate street to which the principal building
has frontage. (Additional frontages which are fiomal elements of loading, storage, and
dumpsters are not entitled to additional signa.}heé event additional signs are allowed, suchssign
shall be located at the midpoints of the principalding. Additional signs shall not count against
the maximum signage allowed. All establishmenés Have a current beer permit shall also meet
the requirements of City Code Section 8-807.

(Ord. No. 11-06 Revised Effective 8/03/06)

1. Types, Sizeand Location of Signs Allowed:
a. Pole Signs
(1) One (1) illuminated or non-illuminated pole rsighall be allowed per principal building.
Such sign shall not exceed eighty (80) squaredestirface display area.

(2) The top of the pole sign shall be no highenttiwenty (20) feet from ground level. (See
definition forHeight of Sgn)

(3) Pole signs can be either changeable copy readets or moving copy sign, and either
shall be an integral part of the pole sign. Inimstance shall the combination of the
changeable copy readerboards or moving copy sidacgidisplay area and the pole sign
surface display area exceed eighty (80) squarenfaeshall the combination exceed the
height limitation of twenty (20) feet. The chanbkeacopy readerboard must be affixed
to and be an integral part of the pole sign.

b. Ground Signs
(1) One (1) illuminated or non-illuminated groundyrs shall be allowed per principal
building. Such sign shall not exceed one hundi@®d) square feet in surface display
area.

(2) The top of the ground sign shall be no higianteight (8) feet from ground level. (See
definition forHeight of Sgn)
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(3) Ground signs can either be changeable copy reaaeidbmr moving copy sign, and
either shall be an integral part of the ground sigmno instance shall the combination of
the changeable copy readerboards or moving copyssidace display area and the ground
sign surface display area exceed one hundred &i@ye feet, nor shall the combination
exceed the height limitation of eight (8) feet.

Wall Signs

(1) One (1) illuminated or non-illuminated signthven area not to exceed two (2) square feet
per linear foot of the wall to which it is attachas per Display 1 Illustrations of Single
Occupancy and Multi-Occupancy Buildings and Faesit In the event the tenant is
located on the corner lot of two (2) public/privatieeets, one (1) additional wall sign
shall be allowed provided that the overall signdges not exceed two (2) square feet per
linear foot of the leasable front face wall.

(Ord. No. 11-06 Revised Effective 8/03/06)

(2) Wall signs shall be placed flat against thagpal building or parallel to the building on a
canopy and may only face pullpdvate streets or parking areas which are pathef
development.

(Ord. No. 20-03 Revised Effective 10/16/03)

(3) In the event the name and/or logo are locatedroawning, the square footage shall be
deducted from the allowable square footage forssign

(4) Wall signs shall not project above the appareotiine or cornice.

Window Signs
(1) When visible from a public/public street, ori¢ {luminated or non-illuminated sign shall
be allowed per principal building in which the pament window copy, painted or
otherwise attached to the window surface, shalirbiged in area to twenty-five percent
(25%) of the total surface area of that window.
(Ord. No. 12-04 Revised Effective 5/14/04)

(2) The provisions stated above shall not resthiet reasonable application upon a window
surface of lettering or decals giving the addréssyrs of business, entrance or exit
information, professional or security informati@md credit cards which are accepted; nor
shall the surface area of such lettering or ddoalsicluded in the overall computation of
allowable sign area.

Roof Signs

With Board of Zoning Appeals approval, one illunigg or non-illuminated sign shall be
allowed per principal building with an area notetaeed two (2) square feet per linear foot of
the roof to which it is attached and no portiorthaf sign shall be higher than five (5) feet above
the apparent roof line or cornice. In the evena aingle story multi-occupancy facility, each
licensed business within the principal building Ishee allowed one illuminated or non-
illuminated roof sign, with an area not to exceed (2) square feet per linear foot of that
portion of which the tenant leases.

M ulti-Occupancy Facility Signs

Each principal building shall be allowed one (19uard or pole sign. In the event of a single or
two (2) storymulti-occupancy facility, each licensed businesthiwithe principal building
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shall be allowed one (1) illuminated or non-illumiad wall sign, with an area not to exceed
two (2) square feet per linear foot of that portajrthe building face which the tenant leases.
The property owner shall determine what proporabeach tenant's allowable sign area shall
be allotted to the ground or pole sign.

(Ord. No. 11-06 Revised Effective 8/03/06)

Directional Signs

llluminated or non-illuminated directional signsafitbe allowed in off-street parking areas

provided that the surface display area shall noeea four (4) square feet and the height of
the sign area shall be no higher than four (4) &etve ground level. Directional signs shall

not count against the maximum signage allowed. hEagn may also bear the businesses’
name, logo or trademark.

Development Entry Signs
For developments that include five or more building five or more lots, one (1) ground entry
sign with either two (2) sides or two (2) one-sicighs on each side of the entrance shall be
allowed at each principal entrance. Such sigm@l e permanent and can be either indirectly
illuminated or non-illuminated with the exceptiofilaght Emitting Dioeds (LED) lit channel
letters or halo lit LED letters. Each sign facalshot exceed thirty-two (32) square feet of
surface display area and the top of the sign &leaiio higher than eight (8) feet above ground
level.

(Ord. No. 12-04 Revised Effective 5/14/04)

SECTION 14.13. SSIGNSFOR BUSINESS PARK AND GENERAL INDUSTRIAL DISTRICTS.
One (1) ground sign shall be allowed per princlpglding. In addition, one (1) wall sign per frdiaice
shall be allowed. The total area of all signsIshai exceed two (2) square feet per linear fodheffront
face of the principal building.

1. Types, Sizeand Location of Signs Allowed:

a.

b.

Ground Signs
(1) One (1) illuminated or non-illuminated grourigrsnot to exceed forty (40) square feet in
surface display area shall be allowed except airimlow.

(2) The top of the ground sign shall be no highanteight (8) feet above ground level. (See
definition forHeight of Sgn)

(3) Number of Signs Allowed. When a principal ding has frontage on more than one (1)
public/private street, one of which exceeds threedhed (300) feet, one (1) additional
ground or wall sign shall be allowed for each puiplivate street to which the principal
building has frontage. In the event additionahsigre allowed, such signs shall be located
at the midpoints of the principal building. Additial signs shall not count against the
maximum signage allowed.

(Ord. No. 12-04 Revised Effective 5/14/04)

Wall Signs

(1) One (1) illuminated or non-illuminated signthven area not to exceed two (2) square feet
per linear foot of the wall to which it is attachas perDisplay 1 Illustrations of Sngle
Occupancy and Multi-Occupancy Buildings and Facilities.

(2) Wall signs shall be placed flat against thermaiilding or parallel to the building on an

awning and may only face public/private streetparking areas which are part of the
development.
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(Ord. No. 12-04 Revised Effective 5/14/04)

(3) In the event the name and/or logo are locatedroawning, the square footage shall be
deducted from the allowable square footage forssign

(4) Wall signs shall not project above the appareotiine or cornice.

c. Multi-Occupancy Facility Signs
Each principal building shall be allowed one (19gnd sign. In addition, each establishment
within the principal building shall be allowed o(i wall sign. The total combined area of
all signs shall not exceed two (2) square feetlimeiar foot of front face of the principal
building. The owner shall determine what propartid each tenant's allowable sign area shall
be allotted to the ground sign.

d. Development Entry Signs

For developments that include five (5) or more dings or five (5) or more lots, one (1)
ground entry sign with either two (2) sides or t{&) one-sided signs on each side of the
entrance shall be allowed at each principal engraruch sign(s) shall be permanent and can
be either indirectly illuminated or non-illuminatedth the exception of Light Emitting Diodes
(LED) lit channel letters or halo lit LED letter&ach sign face shall not exceed thirty-two (32)
square feet of surface display area and the tapeosign shall be no higher than eight (8) feet
above ground level.

(Ord. No. 12-04 Revised Effective 5/14/04)

e. Directional Signs
llluminated or non-illuminated directional signsafitbe allowed in off-street parking areas
provided that the surface display area shall noeed four (4) square feet and the height of
the sign area shall be no greater than four (4)dkeve ground level. Directional signs shall
not count against the maximum signage allowed. hEagn may also bear the businesses’
name, logo or trademark.

f. ldentification Signs
For office and institutional buildings having 35008r more square feet of usable floor area,
one (1) or more ground identification signs shalldtlowed in lieu of any wall signs. Such
ground identification signs shall be allowed pétyf(50) square feet of front face or per
entrance, whichever is less. Such ground ideatifia sign shall not exceed eight (8) feet in
height nor ten (10) square feet in surface displiaa; shall be located at or near the street
entrances; and shall not obstruct any safe lingigift for traffic.

SECTION 14.14. NON-CONFORMING SIGNS.
Signs which were legally in existence prior to #uoption of this article, which do not conform teet
provisions of this article, are declared non-comfioig signs.

1. General Non-Conforming Sign Provisions. Subject to the exceptions hereinafter set forth,
nothing shall prohibit the operation, repair, rencement or maintenance of a preexisting non-
conforming sign after the effective date of thiticd, provided that non-conforming signs shall
not be:

a. Changed to or replaced with another non-confagraign.
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b. Structurally altered as to extend their useful life
c. Expanded.
d. Relocated.

e. Re-established after damage of more than fifty grer(50%) of the value at the time of such
damage or destruction.

f. Such repair, reinforcement or maintenance shallimainy way increase the degree of non-
conformity of such sign. Nothing in this articleadl prevent the strengthening or restoring to
a safe condition of any portion of a sign or stwet declared unsafe by the Sign
Administrator. Such signs may be improved onlghe extent that such improvement does
not exceed fifty percent (50%) of the current maxkdue of the existing sign structure.

g. Discontinuance or abandonment. Abandonment orledsence after one (1) year of a non-
conforming sign shall terminate immediately théhtigp maintain such a sign.

2. Reserved.

SECTION 14.15. PROHIBITED SIGNS. All signs not expressly permitted under this asticr
exempt from regulation hereunder in accordance with aforementioned sections or any other City
ordinances are prohibited. Such signs includeabaihot limited to:

1. Signs visible from a public right-of-way wheng teason of the position, shape, intensity or color
it may interfere with, obstruct the view of, or tenfused with any authorized traffic sign, signal,
or device; or which makes use of the words “stop®danger” or otherwise that may interfere
with, mislead or confuse traffic.

2. Signs which are not securely affixed to the grhwor otherwise affixed in a permanent manner to
an approved supporting structure, including but kwited to portable, moving (animated),
flashing, inflatable and revolving signs; providedwever, that temporary signs specifically
allowed under this article shall be exempt frons fiwiohibition.

3. Flashing signs or signs that contain reflectivaterials, which present a hazard or danger to
traffic or the general public.

4. Signs on public property, other than those erkett the direction or with the permission of a
public authority having jurisdiction.

5. Signs which contain works or pictures of an ebsg indecent, or immoral character, which could
offend public morals or decency.

6. Beacon lights.

7. Signs which are structurally unsound or whicé @ndered structurally sound by guy wires or
unapproved facing or bracing.

8. Signs attached to, suspended from or painte@hgrvehicle(s) and/or trailer(s), which is parked
on or visible from any street or public right-ofywand which is left stationary shall not be
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allowed. This shall not apply to those signs whach required to be affixed to service vehicles
by the requirements of federal, state, or localil&#gpns; nor is this prohibition to be construed a
prohibiting the identification of a firm or its prgipal products on a vehicle operating during the
normal course of business.

SECTION 14.16. ILLUMINATION OF SIGNS. llluminated signs shall adhere to the following
provisions and restrictions in addition to thosset in the sign requirements by zoning districts.

1.

Signs may be illuminated by a direct or indiresource of light, as per district regulations,
provided the indirect light source is shaded, slaiélor directed so that no direct rays or glare
emanating from the light source are visible frorg pablic right-of-way or abutting property.

No sign shall have blinking, flashing, or fluttagiights or other illuminating device, which has a
changing light intensity, brightness or color.

Neon signs shall be allowed so long as they conforail district regulations. Fluorescent tubes,
which are typically used as a source of intertafilnation, shall be shielded or diffused.

No colored lights shall be used at any locatiorainy manner so as to be confused with or
construed as traffic control devices.

Neither the direct nor reflected light from primdight sources shall create a traffic hazard to
operators of motor vehicles on public streets.

SECTION 14.17. GENERAL MAINTENANCE OF SIGNS. All signs constructed or placed within
the City of Oak Ridge must comply with all currémiilding codes adopted by the City of Oak Ridgen A
electrical permit must be obtained for installatajrany sign requiring electrical service or cortreet

1

Inspections. The Sign Administrator shall make inspections pgally for each permanent
business sign displayed in the City to ensure campé with the provisions of this article.

Maintenance. All signs and components thereof shall be keptdodgrepair and in safe, neat,
clean and attractive condition.

Removal of Sign. Any sign outside of the City’s right-of-way or Idea on public property
which is defaced; has internal illumination expgsedwhose face, frame and/or supports are
chipped, peeling or otherwise damaged shall be ddem disrepair. The Sign Administrator
shall give thirty (30) days written notice for tllemoval of any permanent sign erected or
maintained in violation of this article. Upon faé to comply with this notice, the Sign
Administrator shall remove or cause to be removedsign with the cost of such action charged
to the responsible party or shall be issued a sumnmo City Court. The Sign Administrator
and/or building inspectors without notice may reemd@mporary signs erected or maintained in
violation of this article. The Sign Administratand/or building inspectors shall be allowed to
remove any sign that presents an immediate thoethiet safety of the general public and there is
no attempt by the owner(s) to correct the situatidmy removal of such signs shall be at the
expense of the property owner. The property ovalall be determined by the most recent
property tax roll listing.

4. Obsolete and Abandoned Signs.

a. Discontinuance or abandonment. Whenever thmalobusiness activity of an occupant
using a premises to which a preexisting sign iscaegd or related thereto has been
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discontinued for a period of sixty (60) days or den such discontinuance shall be
considered an abandonment of said sign. All etgtrfor the sign shall be turned off
immediately. After a period of one (1) year, thegerty owner shall be responsible for
removing, altering or replacing the sign face vétblank sign face. The City Manager may
grant an extension in one (1) year increments twemie requirement of replacing the sign
with a blank face for a period not to exceed twpoygars.

b. Obsolete or abandoned signs which are defaee®;ihternal illumination exposed; or whose
frame and/or supports are chipped, peeling or wliserdamaged are prohibited and shall be
removed by the owner of the property, the agenpersson having the beneficial use of the
building or site upon which such sign or sign stinoe is erected within thirty (30) days after
written notification from the Sign Administrator.

c. In the event of non-compliance with the aforesa@ims and provisions, the Sign
Administrator may proceed to have the sign ownélf@riessee brouglmto City Court for a
hearing.

SECTION 14.18. PERMITSAND FEES.
1. Permitsand Fee Requirements.
a. All signs permitted under this article, inclugliexisting signs, shall require a sign permit
except those identified as exempt signs in Sedtbas.

b. No signs shall be erected, altered or relocatitout a sign permit, except as otherwise
provide herein. Electrical permits as requiredldba obtained at the same time as the sign
permit.

2. Applications. The sign permit application shall contain the fallog information: the name,
address and telephone number of the sign owneomtit sign erector; address and zoning
district of the property to which the sign is todiéached or erected; scaled drawing showing the
design, location, materials, finishes and colorshef proposed sign and the existing signs; and
such other pertinent information as may be requicednsure compliance with this article and
requirements of the City. Applications shall beforms provided by the City of Oak Ridge.

3. Feses.

a. The permit fee (non-refundable fee) for each sitiowed under the requirements of the
article shall be based on the Building Permit FekeSule. Business or industrial sites
allowed more than one (1) sign shall obtain a pefonieach sign or submit as sign package.
Annual sign permit renewals shall not be requiprdyided no changes are undertaken other
than cleaning, repainting or other normal mainteeanThe application fee for a sign permit
shall be doubled when the installation or alteratid a sign is commenced or completed
before the necessary permit is obtained.

b. For any sign with internal or external lightingcinding ground lighting, the City shall
require an electrical permit and inspections purstathe provisions of the Electrical Code
as adopted by the City of Oak Ridge.

c. These fees shall not be levied against signs filedsas civic signs, real estate signs, and
exempt signs as defined in Section 14.06.

d. These fees shall not be levied against public deharmd non-profit organizations as defined
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by the state (or can provide verification of noofjirstatus). Such waiver of fees for signs
does not relieve the applicant from the resporisésl of meeting the sign requirements;
acquiring all required permits; or prohibit the yCifrom conducting all appropriate
inspections.

4. Nullification. A sign permit shall become null and void if (1) therk for which the permit was
issued has not been completed within a periodxof&i months after the date of the permit; and
(2) the sign varies in any respect from the apptalesign or location.

5. Permit Exceptions. The general maintenance such as repainting, clgasma other normal
maintenance to prolong the life of a sign as o&tjjnapproved shall not be considered as
creating a sign and, therefore, shall not requsiga permit.

SECTION 14.19. ADMINISTRATION AND PENALTIES.

1. Enforcement. The Sign Administrator is hereby authorized aneéded to enforce all of the
provisions of this article. Upon presentation obger credentials, the Sign Administrator may
enter at reasonable times any building, structurgremises in the City of Oak Ridge to perform
any duty imposed upon him/her by this article.

2. Sign Appeals. The Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA) shall not grantaaiance for signs unless it
makes findings based upon evidence presentedsofillows:

a.

The particular physical surrounding shape, tomalgcal or locational conditions of the
specific property or structure involved would resnla particular hardship upon the owner as
distinguished from a mere inconvenience, if thesapplication of this article were carried
out; and

The conditions upon which the petition for aiaace is based would not be applicable;
generally, to other property, or structure in tame general area; and

The variance will not authorize signs, sign aites, or other sign related activities other
than those permitted by this article; and

Financial returns only, shall not be considexe@ basis for granting a variance; and

The alleged difficulty or hardship has not beerated by any person having an interest in the
sign, sign structure, or property after the effectiate of this article; and

That granting the variance requested will natfeo on this applicant any special privilege
that is denied by this article to other lands, dtites, signs, sign structure, or buildings
similarly situated; and

The variance is the minimum variance that welke possible the reasonable use of the land,
building or structure for sign purposes; and

The granting of the variance will not be detnia to the public welfare or injurious to other
property or improvements in the area which the gdacated; and

The proposed variance will not impair an adequstipply of light and air to adjacent

property, substantially increase congestion inghblic streets, increase the danger of fire,
endanger the public safety, or substantially disfinor impair property values within the
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area.

3. Prohibited Signs. Under no circumstances shall the Board of Zoninge¥&s allow a sign or
sign structure, which is prohibited under the tewhghis article, or any sign or sign structure
expressly or by implication prohibited by the terofighis article.

4. Conditions and Restrictions by the Board of Zoning Appeals. The Board of Zoning Appeals
may impose such conditions and restrictions uperptioperty, sign, or sign structure as may be
necessary to comply with the provisions set outhim aforementioned standards, to reduce or
minimize the injurious effect of such variation mpgurrounding property and better carry out the
general intent of this article. The Board of Zapifippeals may establish expiration dates as a
condition or as a part of the variances.

5. Variance Appeals. Any person, including any agency of the City of CRikige government
aggrieved by a decision of the Board of Zoning Agdpeon a variance may appeal by writ of
certiorari to a court of appropriate jurisdictiohe judgment and findings of the Board on all
guestions of fact that may be involved in any appeause, hearing or proceeding under this
article shall be final and subject to review ordy illegality or want of jurisdiction.

6. Penalties. Any person, firm or corporation violating anytbe provisions of this article shall be
deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon convidtieneof, shall be fined not more than fifty
dollars ($50.00). Each day’'s continuance of aatioh shall be considered a separate offense.
The owner of any sign, building or premises, ot gagreof, where any matter in violation of this
article shall be placed, or shall exist, and angs@e who may have knowingly assisted in the
commission of any such violation, shall be guilfyaseparate offense.

SECTION 14.20. SEVERABILITY. If any section or provision of this article werectdged by a court
of appropriate jurisdiction to be invalid, such deamn shall not affect the validity of the articés a
whole, or any part thereof, other than the padesdared to be invalid.

(Ord. No. 8-03 Revised Effective 2/13/03)
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SUMMARY OF SIGN REGULATIONS

(Consult Text for Details)

ZONE TYPES OF SIGNS ALLOWED ILLUMINATION MAXIMUM SIGN AREA MAXIMUM SIGN
HEIGHT
SIGNS ALLOWED IN ALL Official Signs Non-llluminated 3 Square Feet -
DISTRICTS (EXEMPT SIGNS) [ Political Signs Non-llluminated 16 Square Feet -
(Section 14.06) Address Signs Non-llluminated 72 Square Inches -
Decals, numerals, names, addresses  Non-llluminated 2 Square Feet -
Construction Signs Non-llluminated 32 Square Feet -
(Temporary Signs)
Real Estate Marketing Signs Non-llluminated 32 Square Feet 8 Feet
(Commercial Zoning Districts)
16 Square Feet 8 Feet
(Office-Institutional Zoning Districts)
6 Square Feet 8 Feet
(Residential Zoning Districts)
RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS Subdivision or Multifamily Indirectly llluminated or Non- 32 Square Feet 8 Feet

(Section 14.07)

Development Entry Signs

llluminated w/the exception of Light
Emitting Diodes (LED)-lit channel
letters or halo-lit LED letters

Multi-family Identification Sign
(Wall Sign)

Indirectly llluminated or Non-
llluminated

10 Square Feet

Home Occupation identification
Sign

Non-llluminated

2 Square Feet

Has to be placed fl
against the wall

Signs for Athletic Facilities/Fields

Non-llluminate

32 Square Feet

Signs for Non-Residential Uses in

Residential Districts

Indirectly llluminated or Non-
llluminated

Changeable Copy * Surface display
area of the changeable copy
readerboard may be internally

32 Square Feet (Ground Sign)
2 sq. ft. per linear foot of the front face of the
principal building (Wall Sign)

8 Feet (Ground Sign

illuminated
EDUCATION DISTRICTS Ground Signs Indirectly llluminated or Non- 32 Square Feet 8 Feet
(Section 14.09) llluminated
(Surface display area of the
changeable copy readerboard may ke
internally illuminated)
Wall Signs Indirectly llluminated or Non- 2 sq. ft. per linear foot of the front face of the -
llluminated principal building
Pole Signs (for schools with a Indirectly or directly illuminated (can 60 Square Feet 15 Feet
student population greater than be either a changeable copy
1,000) readerboard or moving copy sign)
OFFICE-INSTITUTIONAL Ground Signs llluminated or Non-llluminated 32 SquBeet 8 Feet

DISTRICTS
(Section 14.10)

Wall Signs Indirectly llluminated or Non- 2 sq. ft. per linear foot of the front face of the -
llluminated principal building (Wall Sign)

Window Signs Indirectly llluminated or Non- 25% of the total surface area of the window to Wwhit -
llluminated it is attached
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Directional Signs llluminated or Non-llluminated Sfuare Feet 4 Feet
Identification Signs llluminated or Non-llluminated 10 Square Feet 8 Feet
Development Entry Signs Indirectly llluminatedon- 32 Square Feet 8 Feet
llluminated *with the exception of
Light Emitting Diode (LED) —lit
channel letters or halo lit LED letters
NEIGHBORHOOD BUSINESS | Ground Signs Indirectly llluminated or Non- 32 Square Feet 8 Feet
DISTRICTS llluminated *Surface display area of
(Section 14.11) the changeable copy readerboard mpy
be internally illuminated
Wall Signs llluminated or Non-llluminated 2 sq.fer linear foot of the wall to which it is -
attached (Wall Sign)
Window Signs llluminated or Non-llluminated 25%the total surface area of the window to whi -
it is attached
COMMUNITY BUSINESS Pole Signs llluminated or Non-llluminated 80 Squiaeet 20 Feet
DISTRICTS Ground Signs llluminated or Non-llluminated 100 SuFeet 8 Feet
(Section 14.12) Wall Signs llluminated or Non-llluminated 2 sq.fer linear foot of the wall to which it is -
attached (Wall Sign)
Window Signs llluminated or Non-llluminated 25%the total surface area of the window to whi -
it is attached
Roof Signs llluminated or Non-llluminated 2 sq.fer linear foot of the roof to which it is 5 Feet
attached
Directional Signs llluminated or Non-llluminated Sfuare Feet 8 Feet
Development Entry Signs Indirectly llluminatedon- 32 Square Feet 8 Feet
llluminated *with the exception of
Light Emitting Diode (LED) —lit
channel letters or halo lit LED letters
BUSINESS PARK AND GENERAL| Ground Signs llluminated or Non-llluminated 40 SquBeet 8 Feet
INDUSTRIAL DISTRICTS Wall Signs llluminated or Non-llluminated 2 sq.fer linear foot of the wall to which it is -
(Section 14.13) attached (Wall Sign)
Development Entry Signs Indirectly llluminated ooN 32 Square Feet 8 Feet
llluminated *with the exception of
Light Emitting Diode (LED) —lit
channel letters or halo lit LED letters
Directional Signs llluminated or Non-llluminated SHuare Feet 4 Feet
Identification signs llluminated or Non-llluminated 10 Square Feet 8 Feet

(Ord. No. 12-04 Revised Effective 5/14/04)
(Ord. No. 20-09 Revised Effective 12/24/09)
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