
MINUTES OF THE
OAK RIDGE CITY COUNCIL MEETING

February 9, 2015

The regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Oak Ridge convened at 7:00 p.m. on February 9,
2015, in the Courtroom of the Municipal Building with Mayor Warren L. Gooch presiding.

INVOCATION

The Invocation was delivered by Reverend Mark Walton, Pastor of Glenwood Baptist Church.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America was led by Councilmember Hope.

ROLL CALL

Upon roll call the following councilmembers were present: Councilwoman Trina Baughn; Councilmember
Kelly Callison; Councilmember Rick Chinn, Jr.; Mayor Warren L. Gooch; Coundilmember L. Charles
Hensley; Councilmember Charles J. Hope, Jr.; Mayor Pro Tern Ellen D. Smith.

Also present were Mark S. Watson, City Manager; Kenneth R. Krushenski, City Attorney; Janice E.
McGinnis, Finance Director; Bruce M. Applegate Jr., Acting City Clerk.

APPEARANCE OF CITIZENS

Mike Marsh, 132 Timbercrest Lane, comments regarding the need to evaluate the merit of allegations
against police chief, as well as objection to the use of censure on any councilmember.

Jeff Collins, 124 Tabor Rd., comments on a firefighter friend who had been allegedly reprimanded and
lost accrual of longevity pay due to said reprimand.

Reverend Walter Ghosten, representative of NAACP for Anderson County and Oak Ridge, sought to
make comments on behalf of the police department but was informed to bring up with corresponding
agenda item later in the meeting!

Lynn Mayes, 10,017 West Toomey Rd., commented regarding his perception of the illegality of the rental
inspection program occurring within Oak Ridge.

Jim Horton, 106 Carson Ln., commented regarding the change in the property tax due date.

Evelyn Armstrong, 21 Rivers Court, commented on concern about the continued exposure of negative
events in Oak Ridge to the world community.

Kay Williamson, 420 Jefferson Ave., commented on concerns of the Alpha Five cleanup, and the labelling
of the area as a dump site.

Andy Marathe, 121 Westlook Circle, commented he was unhappy with the lack of change in population,
and interest in the council making the city more welcoming for new potential residents.

PROCLAMATIONS AND PUBLIC RECOGNITIONS

A proclamation was made designating March 6, 2015 as Arbor Day.

Mayor Pro Tern Smith moved, seconded by Councilmember Chinn, that the proclamation be adopted.
Unanimous approval by the councilmembers “aye” vote.
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A proclamation was made in recognition of the achievements of the Allies for Substance Abuse
Prevention group.

Councilmember Chinn moved, seconded by Councilmember Smith, that the proclamation be adopted.
Unanimous approval by the councilmembers “aye” vote.
Michael Foster accepted the proclamation on behalf of the group, and made remarks as to the successes
of the organization.

A proclamation was made in recognition of the community contrthution made by Boyce Griffith.

Councilmember Hensley moved, seconded by Councilmember Baughn, that the proclamation be
adopted. Unanimous approval by the councilmembers “aye” vote. A moment of silence was held via the
Mayor’s request.

SPECIAL REPORTS

Auditors’ Report

CONSENT AGENDA

Councilmember Smith moved, seconded by Councilmember Hope, to approve the Consent Agenda,
thereby:

• Approving the January 12th, 2015 City Council Meeting minutes.

• Adopting Resolution No. 2-10-2015 authorizing the City to sign the Anderson County
Basic Emergency Operations Plan.

• Adopting Resolution No. 2-11-2015 authorizing the City to approve an amendment to
the Oak Ridge Beer Permit Board’s Rules and Procedures regarding their meeting
schedule.

• Adopting Resolution No. 2-12-2015 authorizing the City to apply for a grant from the
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation’s Five Star Urban Waters Restoration Grant
Program in the estimated amount of $25,000.00, and to accept the grant if awarded.

The consent agenda was approved unanimously with Councilmembers Baughn, Callison, Chinn, Mayor
Gooch, Hensley, Hope, and Mayor Pro Tem Smith voting “Aye.”

Items Removed from the Consent Agenda

(None)

RESOLUTIONS

Resolution 2-[13]-2015
A RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING THE CITY’S COMMITMENT TO REMEDIATE THE LEAD BASED
EXTERIOR PAINT AT THE OAK RIDGE PRESCHOOL BUILDING IN ACCORDANCE WITH EPA
GUIDELINES AND PROCEDURES.

Councilmember Hope moved, seconded by Councilmember Callison that the resolution be adopted.

City Manager Mark Watson comments on the upcoming expenses associated with carrying out the
project.
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Public Comment, Andy Marathe 121 Westlook Circle, comments on the maintenance departments need
to expand their efforts, and make sure to take the financial aspects of the pre-K project into consideration.

The resolution was approved with Councilmembers Baughn, Callison, Mayor Gooch, Hensley, Hope, and
Mayor Pro Tem Smith voting “Aye.” Coundilmember Chinn abstained due to a potential conflict of interest.

Resolution No. 2-[14]-2015
A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE DEVELOPMENT OF REPLACEMENT OPTIONS AND
SOLUTIONS FOR THE OAK RIDGE PRESCHOOL/SCHOOL ADMINISTRATION BY CITY COUNCIL
AND THE OAK RIDGE BOARD OF EDUCATION THROUGH THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A JOINT
COMMITTEE; AND TO PRIORITIZE JOINT CITYISCHOOL PROPOSED CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT
PROJ ECTS(CIP).

Councilmember Hope moved, seconded by Councilmember Callison, that the resolution be adopted.

City Manager Mark Watson addressed questions from Council regarding the cost and scope of the
proposed committee’s work to be completed.

Comments from Superintendent Bruce Borchers supporting the action taken by the city manager on
addressing the current issues with the preschool, and the level of action taken to integrate school board
and city activities.

Comments from Anne Garcia-Garland suggesting the need to include residents with experience related to
architecture design, school needs.

Comments from Joseph Lee, 99 E. Pasadena Dr. thanking the city staff and councilmembers work to
achieve positive outcomes together.

The resolution was approved with Councilmembers Baughn, Callison, Mayor Gooch, Hensley, Hope, and
Mayor Pro Tem Smith voting “Aye.” Councilmember Chinn abstained due to a potential conflict of interest.

Resolution No. 2-[15]-2015
A RESOLUTION AWARDING A CONTRACT (FY2015-222) TO B & B SERVICES, INC., KNOXVILLE,
TENNESSEE, FOR MOWING NON-RIGHTS-OF-WAY FOR THE PUBLIC WORK’S DEPARTMENT IN
THE ESTIMATED AMOUNT OF $81,927.23.

Mayor Pro Tem Smith moved, seconded by Councilmember Hope, that the resolution be adopted.

City Manager Mark Watson addressed concerns from councilmembers regarding the lack of additional
respondents beyond the sole winning bidder.

Gary Cinder identified that B&B would be a first time contractor for the city with the provision of this
award.

The resolution was approved with Councilmembers Baughn, Callison, Mayor Gooch, Hensley, Hope, and
Mayor Pro Tern Smith voting “Aye.” Councilmember Chinn abstained due to a potential conflict of interest.

Resolution No. 2-[16]-2015
A RESOLUTION AWARDING A CONTRACT (FY2015-177) TO FIRST PLACE FINISH, INC., OAK
RIDGE, TENNESSEE, FOR THE INSTALLATION OF LIGHTING AT THE OAK RIDGE PUBLIC
LIBRARY IN THE ESTIMATED AMOUNT OF $64,678.00.

Mayor Pro Tern Smith moved, seconded by Councilmember Hope, that the resolution be adopted.
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Comments from councilmember Baughn identified that the proposed resolution came in significantly
under the initial expectation, and along with Councilmember Chinn highlighted the positive savings
compared with previous cost expectations.

The resolution was approved unanimously with Councilmembers Baughn, Callison, Chinn, Mayor Gooch,
Hensley, Hope, and Mayor Pro Tem Smith voting “Aye.”

Resolution No. 2-[17]-2015
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING TRANSMITTAL OF THE COMMENTS TO THE U.S DEPARTMENT
OF ENERGY REGARDING THE CONCEPTUAL DESIGN OF THE K-25 HISTORY MUSEUM AT FIRE
STATION #4, THE PROPOSED EQUIPMENT BUILDING, AND RELATED INTERPRETIVE PROJECTS
AT THE EAST TENNESSEE TECHNOLOGY PARK.

Mayor Pro Tern Smith moved, seconded by Councilmember Hope, that the resolution be adopted.

City Manager Mark Watson updated the councilmembers on the current status of the proposed K-25
history museum plan.

Councilmembers brought forth concerns about the location of the hub, in the hub and spoke model.
Requesting additional emphasis be put into project materials stating that the hub will be centralized in the
core of Oak Ridge. Additional concerns were brought up addressing the price tag of the project.

The resolution was approved unanimously with Councilmembers Baughn, Callison, Chinn, Mayor Gooch,
Hensley, Hope, and Mayor Pro Tern Smith voting “Aye.”

Resolution No. 2-[18]-2015
A RESOLUTION ACKNOWLEDGING THE CITY’S RECEIPT OF CORRESPONDENCE FROM THE
STATE OF TENNESSEE COMPTROLLER OF THE TREASURY’S OFFICE OF STATE AND LOCAL
FINANCE REGARDING THE SOLID WASTE FUND AND TO STATE THE CITY’S INTENT TO
DISSOLVE THE SOLID WASTE FUND AND TRANSFER ALL SOLID WASTE OPERATIONAL
ACTIVITY BACK INTO THE GENERAL FUND BEGINNING WITH FISCAL YEAR 2015.

Councilmember Hope moved, seconded by Mayor Pro Tern Smith, that the resolution be adopted.

City Manager Mark Watson updated councilmembers on the request being made by the State
Comptroller’s office.

Councilmember Hope acknowledged Janice McGinnis’s update at the previous Budget and Finance
Committee meeting.

The resolution was approved with Councilmembers Baughn, Callison, Chinn, Mayor Gooch, Hensley,
Hope, and Mayor Pro Tern Smith voting “Aye.”

Resolution No. 2-[I 91-2015
A RESOLUTION CREATING A SEVEN(7) MEMBER SPECIAL EVENTS ADVISORY TASK FORCE
FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROVIDING RECOMMENDATIONS ON PLANNING, FUNDING REVIEW,
AND EXECUTION OF ALL SPECIAL EVENTS MANAGED OR SUPPORTED BY THE CITY, WITH THE
TASK FORCE PROVIDING CITY COUNCIL WITH A WRITTEN REPORT IN AUGUST 2015, AND TO
APPOINT MEMBERS TO THE TASK FORCE.

Councilmember Hensley moved, seconded by Mayor Pro Tern Smith, that the resolution be adopted.

Mayor Pro Tern Smith moved to amend the resolution by removing Councilmember Baughn as the chair,
seconded by Councilmem ber Hensley.
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Comments from the public, Andy Marathe comment regarding the need for increased professionalism
from the council.

David Johnson, 505 Emory Valley Rd., comments regarding the need to reevaluate members being
brought to the council’s task forces, due to their role in representation of the city.

Anne Garcia Garland, 120 Outer Dr. commented regarding a perceived availability of quality volunteers
who could be selected for the city council’s task force.

Linda Maybry, 106 Montana Ave., commented to volunteer for the task force.

Joseph Lee, 99 E. Pasadena Dr., commented to identify he would not volunteer for the task force.

Motion to amend was voted down with Councilmember’s Baughn, Callison, Chinn, Mayor Gooch, and
Hope voting “nay”. Councilmember Hensley and Mayor Pro Tem Smith voted “aye”.

Councilmember Callison nominated Ray Smith to the task force. Councilmember Hensley nominated
Charlie Huey. Councilman Hope nominated Michelle Ward. Councilmember Baughn nominated Mike
Brown. Councilmember Chinn nominated Ben Arnold. Mayor Gooch nominated Kate Groover.

Vote on acceptance of the six nominees to the special events advisory task force:

Nominees were approved unanimously with Councilmembers Baughn, Callison, Chinn, Mayor Gooch,
Hensley, Hope, and Mayor Pro Tern Smith voting “Aye.”

Councilmember Baughn moves to appoint Linda Maybry to the vacancy resultant of Mayor Pro Tern
Smith’s deferred appointment: seconded by Councilmember Chinn.

Vote on acceptance of Linda Maybry fails. Councilmembers Baughn, and Chinn voting “aye”.
Councilmembers Callison, Mayor Gooch, Hensley, Hope, and Mayor Pro Tern Smith voting “nay’.

Councilmember Callison moves to appoint Judi Gray, seconded by Councilmember Hensley.
Vote on acceptance of Judi Gray passes, with unanimous councilmember support. Mayor clarifies he
voted “aye” due to problems with his vote showing up.

Vote to create the Special Events Advisory Task Force passes with unanimous councilrnember support.

PUBLIC HEARINGS AND FIRST READING OF ORDINANCES

First Reading of Ordinances

(None)

FINAL ADOPTION OF ORDINANCES

Ordinance No. 2-2015
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND ORDINANCE NO. 2, TITLED “THE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY
OF OAK RIDGE, TENNESSEE,” BY AMMENDING THE ZONING MAP WHICH IS MADE A PART OF
THE ORDINANCE BY CHANGING THE ZONING DISTRICT OF PARCEL 015.02, ANDERSON
COUNTY TAX MAP bOB, GORUP B, (APPROXIMATELY 2.58 ACRES) FROM B-3, ROADSIDE
BUSINNESS, TO B-2, GENERAL BUSINESS, SAID PARCEL BEING LOCATED ON LABORATORY
ROAD.

Mayor Pro Tern Smith moved, seconded by Councilmernber Hensley, that the ordinance be approved on
first reading.
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Mayor Gooch opened the floor to public comment for the public hearing, and Mayor Gooch requested
citizen input. After a reasonable time, seeing and hearing no citizen input, the Mayor ended the public
hearing on the ordinance.

The ordinance was approved unanimously on first reading with Councilmembers Baughn, Callison,
Chinn, Mayor Gooch, Hensley, Hope, and Mayor Pro Tern Smith voting “Aye.”

ELECTIONS/APPOINTMENTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS AND SCHEDULING

Elections/Appointments

Elections
(none)

Announcements
Councilmember Hensley brought up the resignation of Aditya Savara, and discussion of his replacement
was slated to take place at the upcoming work session.

Scheduling
City Manager S. Mark Watson, brought up the Budget and Finance Advisory committee was meeting the
following morning at 9am.

COUNCIL REQUESTS FOR NEW BUSINESS ITEMS OR FUTURE BRIEFINGS

Resolution and Amendments failed for following resolution
A RESOLUTION INITIATING AN INVESTIGATION PURSUANT TO ARTICLE II, SECTION 9, OF THE
CHARTER OF THE CITY OF OAK RIDGE, TENNESSEE.

Councilmember Hope moved to bring up for discussion, seconded by Councilmember Baughn.

Comments from Councilmember Baughn indicating her pursuance of citizens concerns about a culture of
fear existing within the Oak Ridge Police Department. Identifies the respect she holds for the officers, and
regards the review of the department to be a must for the City Council.

Councilmember Callison moved to provide a substitute for the resolution seconded by Councilmember
Hensley.

Mayor Gooch outlined for the councilmembers and public that Councilmember Baughn’s amendments to
the original resolution would need to be addressed prior to progression on Councilmember Callison’s
substitute resolution.

Councilmember Baughn moved to amend the original resolution to include an evaluation of the
relationship between Chief Akagi and City Manager Mark Watson prior to the Chief’s hiring. The move
was seconded by Councilmember Hope for discussion.

Comments from Mayor Pro Tern Smith, and Councilmember Callison identifying the positive attributes of
the police Department, and listing the achievements made under the leadership of police Chief Akagi.
Additional descriptions of the hiring process were brought forth to highlight the large number of
opportunities for public involvement in the hiring process. Councilmember Callison further identified his
belief that the previous relationship between the Chief and City Manager Watson to be a non-issue.

Comments from Councilmember Baughn on the first amendment to the resolution being targeted at the
relationship between the City Manager and Chief Akagi not the performance of the police department.
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Councilmember Hensley commented to agree with Councilmember Callison on the successes of the
police department and the non-issue of the police chief and city managers prior relationship.

Comments from public:

Commented on the need for an investigation of the police department:
Kristin Thomas, 182 Wade In.
Anne Garcia Garland, 120 Outer Dr.
Clarice Watson, 115 West Farragut
Andy Marathe, 121 Westlook Circle.
Anthony Allen, 109 N. Bedford Ln.
Gary Carver, 117 N. Purdue Dr.
Kate Williamson, 427 Jefferson Ave.
Phillip Nail, Clinton, Tennessee Resident
Linda Maybry, 106 Montana Ave.
Myra Mansfield, 103 Hendrix Dr.
David Johnson 8505 Emory Valley Rd.

Commented in defense of the police department and against the need for an investigation.
Parker Hardy, 123 Amanda Dr.
Rev. Walter Ghosten, 228 Park Meade. In
Ms. Eden Koczocha, 107 Wesley Ln.
Joseph Lee, 99 E. Pasadena Dr.
Chuck Agle, 101W. Melbourne
David Kitzmilier, 144 Wellington Circle
Charlie Jernigan, 118 Claiborne Ave.
Tom Beehan, 113 Liberty Court
Randy Tedford, 100 Gordon Rd.

Comments from Sheila Caiwell Massey, 214 S. Purdue Dr. regarding the need for fair treatment for all
citizens by the police department regardless of background.

Comments from Councilmember Hensley directing attention to the upcoming substituted resolution and
identifying it as the focal point.

Comments from Councilmember Chinn supporting original resolution and the proposed amendments as a
means of clearing the names of the individuals involved.

Comments from Councilmember Smith regarding the costs associated with undertaking an investigation
of this sort.

Vote on 1st amendment failed with Councilmember Baughn and Chinn voting ‘aye”, and Councilmembers
Callison, Mayor Gooch, Hensley, Hope and Mayor Pro Tern Smith voting “nay”.

Councilmember Baughn moved to amend the original resolution to include an investigation into the
potential violation of a recent order of protection against the chief, seconded for discussion by
Councilmember Chinn.

City Attorney Ken Krushenski commented to identify the reason information was not disseminated to
councilmembers, citing he felt uncomfortable passing on what he perceived to be the personal divorce
proceedings occurring in Chief Akagi’s life.

Comments from the councilmembers centered on the violation or lack of a violation which was explored
by the Attorney General.
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Comments from the public:

Comments regarding an investigation into the protective order merits:
Myra Mansfield, 103 Hendrix Dr.
Kay Williamson, 427 Jefferson Ave.
Tracy Stout Powers, 103 Norton Rd.
Joe Stevens, 507 Black Oak
Anthony Allen, 109 N. Bedford Ln.
Martha Lee, 113 Tilden Rd.
Charlie Jernigan, 118 Claymore Ave.

Comments regarding the unacceptable activity being carried out by the Council:
Joseph Lee, 99 E. Pasadena Dr.
Evelyn Armstrong, 21 Rivers Court.
Andy Marathe, 121 Westlook Circle.
Marci Willison, 106 West Pawley Rd.

Vote on 2 amendment failed with Councilmembers Baughn and Hope voting “aye” and Councilmembers
Callison, Chinn, Mayor Gooch, Hensley, Hope, and Mayor Pro Tern Smith voting “nay”.

Resolution No.2-[20]-2015
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN INDEPENDENT THIRD PARTY REVIEW OF THE TURNOVER,
MORALE, AND ADMINISTRATIVE POLICIES IN THE OAK RIDGE POLICE DEPARTMENT PURSUANT
TO ARTICLE II, SECTION 9, OF THE CHARTER OF THE CITY OF OAK RIDGE, TENNESSEE.

Councilmember Callison moved to substitute the following resolution for Councilmember Baughn’s
resolution, seconded by Councilmember Hensley. Councilmember Hope moved to amend the wording of
the resolution to include morale and administrative policies to the scope of third party review.
Councilmember Hope’s amendment was unanimously approved by “aye” vote of the councilmembers..

Public Comment
Andy Marathe, 121 Westlook Circle, commented suggesting that public input be limited to their
communication with the council.
Mary Brewer, 102 Nantucket Way, commented to ask for information about the dissemination of materials
collected from the investigation.
Rebecca Kindle, 105 E. Hunter Circle, commented requesting that anonymity be assured for officers
participating in the investigation.

Comments made by Councilmembers Chinn, and Baughn questioning the use of the Whistleblower Act to
cover those individuals who come forth with information.

Public Comments
Tracy Stout Powers, 103 Norton Rd., commented about early comments made by Mr.Collins.

Vote to substitute the resolution is approved unanimously by “aye” vote of the councilmembers. Move for
substituted resolution to go forward is unanimously approved by “aye” vote from councilmembers.
Vote to adopt the resolution is approved unanimously by “aye” vote of the councilmembers. Move for
substituted resolution to go forward is unanimously approved by “aye” vote from councilmembers.

Resolution as follows was withdrawn
A RESOLUTION EXPRESSING CITY COUNCIL’S DISAPPROVAL OF COUNCILMEMBER TRINA
BAUGHN’S RECENT ACTIONS OF PROVIDING ONE SIDED INFORMATION TO THE PUBLIC AND
MEDIA PRIOR TO CONSIDERATION OF ALL SIDES OF THE ISSUE BY CITY COUNCIL AS A WHOLE
AND REMOVING COUNCILMEMBER BAUGHN FROM ALL COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS.
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Councilmember Hope moved to bring the resolution up for discussion, and was seconded by
Councilmember Hensley.

Comments by Councilmember Hensley identifying the requests by constituents for a resolution to be put
forth to address the negative approaches to issues made by Councilmember Baughn.

Comments by Councilmember Chinn shares in frustration of negative information and press coming out of
the city council now and previously. Believes current resolution exacerbates problems within the city, and
should be withdrawn.

Comments between Councilmember Baughn and Councilmember Hensley regarding the directives given
by Councilmember Baughn to city staff and their legality under the charter.

Comments by Mayor Pro Tern Smith focused on the inability to follow up on current issues due to the
current issues being brought forth to the media.

Comments by Councilmember Hope expresses concern that Councilmember Baughn does not feel goals
can be accomplished by working with the City Council. Continues to reassure that the council works
extremely well, and will continue to be the best mode of achieving goals for Councilmember Baughn,
citizens of Oak Ridge, and the other councilmembers.

Councilmember Baughn commented to acknowledge Councilmember Hopes points and looks forward to
working more cohesively with the council as a whole, but felt justified in the current action due to the
perceived informational control held by the city.

Public Comments

Andy Marathe, 121 Westlook Circle, commented on the need for continued improvement by the council to
avoid negative output in the media.

Mike Mahathy, 113 Fallberry St., commented on needing to end the nastiness currently being displayed
by the council, and was concerned with Councilmember Baughn’s commentary about his own personal
internet group.

Angie Agle, 101 W. Melbourne Rd., comments identified sadness at the lack of “teeth” in the resolution.
Concerned about a future member of the council going rogue and doing terrible damage to the city’s
reputation by pursuing own agenda.

David Kitzmiller, 144 Wellington Circle, commented on the need to have a positive viewpoint from all
councilmembers to increase the benefits to the city of Oak Ridge.

Candy Atkinson, 109 Regent Circle, commented on disappointment in the current city councils activity.

Anthony Allen, 109 N. Bedford Ln., commented that social media should be looked at positively as a
means of increasing communication amongst city members.

Joe Stevens, 507 Black Oak Dr., Clinton, commented that centralization of power is akin to fascism.

Ebony Capshaw, 125 Spillman Ave., commented on the need for increased transparency from the
council.

Nolen Mayes, 418 Jefferson Ave., commented to thank Councilmember Baughn for her work as a
councilmember.
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Joseph Lee, 97 Pasadena Dr. Commented to thank Mayor Gooch for his work, and to demand an
apology from councilmember Baughn.

Resolution was withdrawn by Councilmember Hope, and seconded by Councilmember Hensley.

SUMMARY OF CURRENT EVENTS

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT
City Manager Mark Watson postponed manager’s report until the upcoming work session.

CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT
(none)

ADJOURNMENT

The meeting adjourned at 11:59 p.m.

(Served as Acting City

APPROVED BY CITY COUNCIL

Ellen D. SmitRayor Pro Tern

[NOTE: The February 9, 2015 City Council Meeting Minutes include an attachment titled “Transcript of
Oak Ridge City Council Meeting” dated February 9, 2015. Please see said attachment to view these
minutes in their entirety.]



TRANSCRIPT OF OAK RIDGE CITY COUNCI1LMEETING

MAYOR: MR. WARREN GOOCH

MAYOR PRO TEM: MS. ELLEN SMITH

MEMBER: MR. RICK CHINN, JR.

MEMBER: MR. CHUCK HOPE

MEMBER: MS. TRINA BAUGHN

MEMBER: MR. KELLY CALLISON

MEMBER: MR. CHARLIE HENSLEY

FEBRUARY 9, 2015

JOAN S. ROBERTS

LICENSED COURT REPORTER

P.O. BOX 1374

CLINTON, TENNESSEE 37717

865—457-4027
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4

1 MAYOR GOOCH: Well, generally

2 speaking, I think we are going to move ahead, Mr.

3 Hensley. I understand your point. Mr. Callison.

4 MR. CALLISON: I move a motion that

5 we review a substitute resolution in place of Ms.

6 Baughn’s.

7 MAYOR GOOCH: Are you going to say

8 what it is?

9 MR. CALLISON: I can read it. They

10 are also going to show it on the screen. It’s

11 essentially authorizing an independent third party to

12 review the turn-over rate in the Oak Ridge Police

13 Department pursuant to Article II, Section Nine of

14 the Charter of Oak Ridge, Tennessee.

15 COUNCIL MEMBER: Second.

16 MAYOR GOOCH: It’s been moved and

17 seconded to amend by substituting for Ms. Baughn’s

18 resolution the resolution that is on the screen. In

19 order to assist everyone here, I’m going to read the

20 resolution. Resolution authorizing an independent

21 third party to review the turn-over in the Oak Ridge

22 Police Department pursuant to Article II, Section

23 Nine of the Charter of the City of Oak Ridge,

24 Tennessee. Whereas, Article II, Section Nine of the
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1 just was?

2 MAYOR GOOCH: No.

3 MS. BAUGHN: This was a substitute.

4 MAYOR GOOCH: No, this was a

5 substitute. That’s the substitute motion. The

6 substitute motion and the Callison motion are one and

7 the same. The pending motion and the Baughn motion

8 are one and the same. And I know it’s confusing but

9 in order again to take it, you know, step by step the

10 Chair is going to rule that any amendments to Baughri

11 will be taken up.

12 Ms. Smith.

13 MS. SMITH: Question. We have, we

14 have received multiple substitute resolutions. I’m

15 not sure which resolution is on the floor. Whether

16 it’s the resolution that’s in our packet or if it’s

17 one of the substitute resolutions that, I believe,

18 Ms. Baughn supplied a substitute resolution today.

19 MS. BAUGHN: If I could speak to

20 clarifying some of this. I understand why it’s

21 confusing. There’s two ways that we could go about

22 this, maybe there’s more, but it appears that there

23 are definitely two ways. No, there’s three. My

24 initial intent the way that I submitted my original
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1 Smith, with regard to your question; the pending

2 resolution, the Baughn resolution is the one that is

3 in your packet.

4 Mr. Krushenski, do you concur with that?

5 MR. KRUSHENSKI: Correct.

6 MAYOR GOOCH: That is correct. So

7 to proceed, are there any amendments to the pending

8 resolution, that is, the Baughn resolution? Any

9 amendments?

10 MS. BAUGHN: I guess I need a

11 little bit of guidance. Would it please the council

12 for me to remove or withdraw my motion or who was it

13 that actually did the first motion on mine? Would

14 that be an easier way to go about this if I withdrew

15 the original motion?

16 MAYOR G000H: No. The motion has

17 been moved and seconded. That would require an

18 affirmative vote of council to remove your original

19 motion.

20 MS. BAfJGHN: I got you. I got you.

21 So let me ask you this. Regardless of what happens

22 with the original motion on the floor, do I have the

23 opportunity to offer both of my secondary substitutes

24 should Mr. Callisons substitute motion go forward?
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1 MAYOR GOOCH: You are doing that

2 now.

3 MR. HENSLEY: Wait a minute, I’m

4 really confused now. Excuse me, Trina, may I ask a

5 question about what you just said?

6 MAYOR GOOCH: Parliamentary

7 inquiry. Go ahead, Mr. Hensley.

8 MR. HENSLEY: I thought we were

9 getting ready to vote on amendments to Ms. Baughn’s

10 original resolution.

11 MAYOR GOOCH: That is correct.

12 MR. HENSLEY: That’s not what I

13 just heard. I heard we were.., okay.

14 MS. BAUGHN: Then I would like to

15 amend my original resolution to include these two

16 substitute resolutions that I sent today.

17 MAYOR GOOCH: Ms. Baughn, the Chair

18 is going to rule that’s out of order. Those are two

19 separate... or, at least, they have been presented to

20 us this afternoon as separate resolutions.

21 MS. BAUGHN: May I move to divide

22 the original question then into three?

23 MAYOR GOOCH: I believe in order to

24 proceed, the Chair is going to rule that you will



1 have to take your amendments one at a time. That’s

2 going to be the ruling of the Chair.

3 MS. BAUGHN: To divide the question

4 is one action.

5 MAYOR GOOCH: I understand. And

6 you are making a motion to divide the question in

7 which way?

8 MS. BAUGHN: To the original intent

9 of my submittal to have a separate resolution

10 regarding the investigation into the allegations

11 brought forth against Chief Akagi, a separate

12 resolution to investigate the relationship of City

13 Manager Mark Watson and Police Chief James Akagi

14 prior to their employment. And to request an

15 investigation into the order of protection issued

16 against Chief Akagi.

17 MAYOR GOOCH: In order to proceed,

18 you will have to amend, the Chair is going to rule

19 that you will have to take up your amendments

20 separately. The pending resolution is the only one

21 that is before council and was filed timely by you

22 pursuant to our rules.

23 MS. BAUGHN: Then if we allow Mr.

24 Callison’s substitute resolution, which was also
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1 offered today, mine was with an hour to two of his as

2 far as the two substitutes.

3 MAYOR GOOCH: Yes, but your

4 motions, your amendments to your pending resolution

5 are going to be taken up first.

6 MS. BAUGHN: You are telling me

7 that I cannot offer to divide the question. I don’t

8 believe dividing the question is the same as amending

9 a resolution. Dividing a question is a motion

10 contained within Robert’s Rules. Amending a

11 resolution is an action in and of itself.

12 MAYOR G000H: I understand. But

13 the resolution that is before us and is the vehicle

14 for any action tonight is the original resolution.

15 What you have brought to us this evening would, in

16 effect, be amendments, separate amendments, to your

17 resolution or substitutions for your original

18 resolution. That’s why the Chair is ruling that we

19 will take them one at a time. They will be acted

20 upon before any action is taken on Mr. Callison’s

21 substitute motion.

22 MS. BAUGHN: If my substitutes are

23 amendments, why is his substitute not an amendment?

24 MAYOR GOOCH: It is, his will be
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1 council members should have had a packet of three

2 individual pieces of paper with the resolutions. The

3 third of the packet beginning with; a resolution

4 authorizing an independent third party text, if you

5 would move down to the second; whereas, I believe

6 that’s from there on is the entirety of the

7 information that Ms. Baughn has just added as the

8 amendment to the original.

9 MS. SMITH: Are there any extra

10 copies of that? We didn’t get enough, apparently.

11 MS. BAUGHN: It was e-mailed and

12 hard—copied.

13 MAYOR GOOCH: Mr. Hensley.

14 MR. HENSLEY: Yeah, I’d like to ask

15 a question of the city attorney.

16 MR. IKRUSHENSKI: Go ahead.

17 MR. HENSLEY: Is it copesettic to

18 bring this in here and lay it in front of us at the

19 start of the meeting? I mean, that’s...

20 MR. KRUSHENSKI: Well, the

21 substitute resolutions were e-mailed out to everybody

22 and I don’t know what time but it was probably around

23 four o’clock, three o’clock, by the clerk.

24 MR. HENSLEY: Is that adequate
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1 notification for public...

2 MR. KRUSHENSKI: Well, substitute

3 resolutions have been presented to everybody on city

4 council and under the rules we can address substitute

5 resolutions so that’s what we are doing.

6 MS. BAUGHN: May I clarify that the

7 timing was such that it followed Mr. Callison sent a

8 substitute resolution within an hour prior to mine.

9 So in order to ensure the integrity of the intent of

10 the original resolution, I created two separate

11 resolutions because of his desire to have one that

12 only addressed one of the three issues.

13 MAYOR GOOCH: Ms. Baughn has moved

14 approval of substitute or amendment one to her

15 resolution. That’s the one that’s in front of you.

16 The motion has been made. Is there a second to the

17 motion?

18 MR. CFIINN: Second.

19 MAYOR GOOCH: Mr. Chinn seconds the

20 motion. It’s been moved and seconded. Now

21 discussion by council. Mr. Krushenski, do you want

22 to say something?

23 MR. KRUSHENSKI: No, I don’t.

24 MAYOR G000H: Ms. Smith.
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1 it’s my understanding that pretty much everybody who

2 was involved with it felt that Mr. Akagi was the best

3 of the candidates that we saw. And he convinced us

4 as a group that he had what it took to lead a

5 municipal police department. That in his experience

6 with the DEA he had not just worked on the federal

7 side, he had worked with individual departments. So

8 he was hired. And I’m not an expert on police, I

9 don’t know how to run a police department. I know

10 that from the standpoint of what I see in talking to

11 citizens, Mr. Akagi has done an exceptional job of

12 the job that we hired him to do. He came in and we

13 no longer ——

14 MS. BAUGHN: Not speaking to the

15 amendment.

16 MAYOR GOOCH: The Chair rules that

17 it is speaking to the amendment.

18 MS. SMITH: We no longer have the

19 crime issues that we had. Citizens aren’t... when I

20 ran for election this past year citizens weren’t

21 complaining to me about crime in their neighborhoods.

22 They were complaining about the police and mostly

23 they were complaining they didn’t like the speeding

24 tickets that they got and various other interactions
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1 for the departments. But the suggestion that there

2 was hanky panky in the hiring of Mr. Akagi between

3 Mr. Watson and Mr. Akagi is extremely hard for me to

4 accept given my experience being in the front lines

5 at the time that Mr. Akagi was hired. I cannot

6 support this amendment. This is an attack to good

7 people that we don’t need. I have some concerns

8 about current issues that I’ve heard about in the

9 police department but I can’t support this resolution

10 or amendment or whatever it is, I don’t know if it’s

11 a resolution or an amendment at this point but I

12 can’t support it.

13 MAYOR GOOCH: Mr. Callison.

14 MR. CALLISON: Just curious. So if

15 we talk about the resolution or the amendment that is

16 pending, do we wait and talk about my substitution?

17 MAYOR G000H: Not yet.

18 MR. CALLISON: Okay. Well, I can

19 talk about this one anyway. I can talk about the

20 motion.

21 MAYOR GOOCH: You are recognized,

22 Mr. Callison, go ahead.

23 MR. CALLISON: Thank you, sir.

24 From my perspective what I really care about at Oak
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1 comments prior were relevant to this motion. This

2 motion does not have a thing to do with crime rates.

3 It does not have a thing to do with the process that

4 the council went through to hire Chief Akagi. This

5 amendment has to do with public trust and integrity.

6 It has to do with the fact that we spent nearly

7 $25,000 of taxpayer money to recruit a police chief

8 who, by at least six points of possible coincidence,

9 had connections to the city manager who hired him.

10 That is the amendment on the floor. It has

11 absolutely nothing to do with a motion, it has

12 nothing to do with our affinity for, or not for, some

13 individual, it has nothing to do with crime rates.

14 The motion on the floor is about whether or not Mr.

15 Watson and Mr. Akagi knew one another and the process

16 we need to go through to determine that and to

17 determine whether or not taxpayer dollars were spent

18 in a judicious and fair way.

19 MAYOR GOOCH: Mr. Hensley.

20 MR. HENSLEY: I will say, Ms.

21 Smith, your memory is a lot better than mine. But I

22 agree with Mr. Callison. I think what we are looking

23 for here is the quality of the police and we are not

24 even talking about that right now. But I will point
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1 Other comments by council?

2 MR. HENSLEY: I have one question.

3 MAYOR GOOCH: Mr. Hensley.

4 MR. HENSLEY: I’m concerned about

5 Ms. Baughn’s answer when we asked was this an

6 independent review or was it the original resolution.

7 It was my understanding what we just substituted

8 starting there at about where the 24,448 is we

9 plugged that into the original resolution starting

10 with the second whereas, is that correct?

11 MS. BAUGHN: Yes.

12 MAYOR 000CH: That’s my

13 understanding too.

14 MR. HENSLEY: This is not an

15 independent review. This is authorizing city council

16 up here, according to this top line. Authorize city

17 council by resolution to make investigation into the

18 affairs of the city and conduct of city departments.

19 MR. KRUSHENSKI: If you can scroll

20 down. It’s right there. See the arrow.

21 MAYOR GOOCH: As I understand it,

22 Mr. Hensley, this particular amendment would require

23 an independent third party but that third party would

24 have absolutely no ties to the Oak Ridge community
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1 and would be a certified private investigator or of a

2 similar background and be completely unaffiliated

3 with any organization to which the city pays dues

4 directly or indirectly.

5 MR. HENSLEY: In Ms. Baughn’s

6 original resolution that I’m looking at right here on

7 my computer, where does it say anything about

8 independent? It says city council authorizes. I’m

9 sorry, it’s the other way around. It authorizes city

10 council by resolution to make investigation.

11 MAYOR GOOCH: But the amendment

12 that she has put forward, Mr. Hensley, would change

13 that.

14 MR. HENSLEY: It’s these words

15 right here that I’ve put a bracket on and I don’t see

16 independent in there anywhere.

17 MS. SMITH: I haven’t seen a copy

18 of this substitute resolution that’s up on the

19 screen. It’s not one of the pieces of paper that I

20 have here nor the one that I gave to the mayor.

21 MR. HENSLEY: Is it the first line

22 up there that city council desires a third party to

23 review? Is that the catch-all that gets us the

24 independent? Is that right, Trina?
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1 MS. BAUGI-IN: Yeah, I’m just trying

2 to work within the confines of the Robert’s Rules

3 that the mayor laid out. My intent is to implant the

4 substitute resolution and all of its content into the

5 original resolution.

6 MR. HENSLEY: I just want to

7 understand what I’m voting on and that line, desires

8 a third party, is that what makes an independent

9 reviewer?

10 MS. BAUGI-IN: In my mind, yes.

11 MAYOR GOOCH: Keeping in mind, Mr.

12 Hensley, that the substitute motion, as I understand

13 it, limits the people who could conduct the review or

14 investigation under this particular resolution.

15 MR. HENSLEY: We don’t have a

16 substitute resolution. Kelly’s has been put over

17 here in the bullpen.

18 MAYOR G000H: But in her

19 resolution, Mr. Hensley, she is limiting the type of

20 person that could do the review if it was adopted.

21 MR. HENSLEY: Where does it limit

22 it? We didn’t get down that far. We only took those

23 right there where that bracket is and put that in

24 here.
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1 COUNCIL MEMBER: This is the part

2 that refers to the other parties.

3 MR. HENSLEY: We didn’t even get to

4 the now therefore.

5 MAYOR GOOCH: Mr. Clark, there

6 seems to be some confusion about what was included in

7 Ms. Baughn’s motion. Can you clarify that for

8 council and those in attendance?

9 MR. CLARK: Ms. Baughn moved to

10 include from the third resolution within your packet,

11 not the one that has substitute written at the top or

12 the one that says resolution authorizing an

13 independent third party review of the court document

14 and proceedings related to case E dot, dot, dot is in

15 fact from the resolution --

16 MR. HENSLEY: Where does it start?

17 What you are taking, where does it start?

18 MR. CLARK: It starts from the;

19 whereas city council desires a third party to review.

20 MR. HENSLEY: Where does it go to?

21 How far does it go through there?

22 MR. CLARK: She included the

23 entirety of the resolution.

24 MR. HENSLEY: The whole rest of the
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1 page?

2 MAYOR GOOCH: Yes, that was my

3 understanding, Mr. Hensley.

4 MR. HENSLEY: I thought it stopped

5 at now therefore. I stand corrected.

6 MAYOR GOOCH: Is everybody clear?

7 MR. CALLISON: Yes.

8 MAYOR GOOCH: Mr. Callison.

9 MR. CALLISON: Thank you. I have a

10 hard time. One of the things we are trying to do is

11 move the city, we keep saying it can go forward or it

12 can fall backwards, and I can’t understand why

13 somebody who might be looking at Oak Ridge really

14 cares about whether or not the chief knew Mr. Watson

15 or who shot who. You know, what they care about is

16 do we have a good police force. So I think this

17 resolution is a waste of our time. I think we need

18 to move on, we need to look at what the issues are

19 with the police force from a perspective of looking

20 at turnover rates, which you can tease out other

21 things, management styles, all kinds of things. I

22 think that’s what people care about. They care about

23 coming to Oak Ridge and having a good police force,

24 feeling safe, getting the drug houses out of the way
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34

1 is not the first thing we are going to vote on. I’m

2 sorry, this is not the last thing. And if you look

3 at what’s on here, there is nothing on here that’s

4 illegal. Whether somebody knew somebody or not is

5 not illegal. Whether somebody’s wife lived here is

6 not illegal. Whether or not the Mercer Group was

7 paid $24,000 is not illegal. There may be in the

8 next one that we add it may cover what you are

9 talking about but this one is outside of what is

10 illegal. This is all, in my opinion, noise.

11 KRISTEN THOMAS: I apologize.

12 MR. HENSLEY: No, no, I’m not

13 getting on you. I’m trying to clarify where we are

14 on this. We took your comments. We did not ignore

15 your comments.

16 MAYOR GOOCH: Mr. Callison.

17 MR. CALLISON: Since we are having

18 a hard time figuring out when we can talk about what,

19 I absolutely agree with you and that’s part of the

20 substitution amendment is to look at the police

21 department, what the issues are by an independent

22 person who is well-respected within the community to

23 see what the issues are. Thank you.

24 MAYOR GOOCH: Reverend, thank you
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1 CLARICE WATSON: My name is Clarice

2 Watson and I live at 115 West Farragut. I’d like to

3 echo what she says. I believe that the investigation

4 by a third party is very important due to the

5 integrity. The lack of integrity of the previous

6 board to not want to go ahead and have an outside

7 investigation, if nothing happens with the

8 investigation, everyone’s name is cleared. If there

9 is some improprieties going on, the citizens of this

10 town need to know. I am personally offended at the

11 attack on the people who have made it clear to the

12 citizens. Not everyone looks at the Oak Ridger

13 everyday. Some of us our only outlet is social

14 media. We wouldnTt have had no idea any of this was

15 going on from anyone other than, sorry, I don’t want

16 to call you out but, from Ms. Baughn. I would have

17 had no idea about any of this going on. If you want

18 to say negative things about people not coming to the

19 city, we need to clean our house first. Not blame

20 somebody who is bringing it to the attention of their

21 constituents. I find that highly offensive. Thank

22 you.

23 MAYOR GOOCH: Thank you.

24 UNIDENTIFIABLE NAME: My name is
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1 maintain that he did not know Mr. Akagi. However,

2 the evidence shows that it is highly likely that he

3 did. I do not know 100% for sure but what I do know

4 is that $25,000 of your and my and their money was

5 spent on a premise that we were finding someone that

6 we did not have access to or knowledge of beforehand.

7 I was a headhunter before. I know how that whole

S process works. My clients would not retain me if

9 they knew someone that would fill the job for them.

10 They would not pay me a ten or $20,000 fee to find

11 someone they already knew.

12 UNIDENTIFIABLE NAME: I understand

13 that but Mr. Watson was supposedly the only one that

14 knew him. The council didn’t, the citizens didn’t

15 and you had a group of people to choose from that you

16 hired. It wasn’t just that one person, it was a

17 group of people, correct? And you chose that one

18 person.

19 MS. BAUGHN: I was not a part of

20 that group and most people in this city were not a

21 part of that group.

22 UNIDENTIFIABLE NAME: But there was

23 a citizens group, correct?

24 MS. BAUGHN: I wasn’t a part of the
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1 process so I don’t know.

2 MAYOR G000H: That is correct.

3 UNIDENTIFIABLE NAME: Well, then we

4 have chosen someone.

5 COUNCIL MEMBER: Okay, we can agree

6 to disagree.

7 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: I generally,

8 upon principle, speak for myself. I do not represent

9 anybody. I don’t belong to any group but I talk to

10 just about everybody in town and that includes the

11 city staff, that includes the school staff and I

12 listen to different people. And before I speak, I

13 have all their background in my memory. The issue

14 here and I think some of you council members are

15 missing the point. The point is not how good the

16 police are or not, that’s not on the floor. What’s

17 on the floor is the suspicious cloud that exists.

18 And it’s not going to go away because we are not,

19 nobody is, squeaky clean. So we got some dirty linen

20 and we better wash it. And the best way to do that

21 is to have an independent investigation and, in fact,

22 if there’s nothing shady, that’s fine. Those guys

23 are more power to them. But this suspicion on part

24 of many citizens and I hear and I think the council
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1 was responsible they would initiate an independent

2 review of not only the police department because I

3 also talked to a number of staff members who work for

4 Mr. Watson indirectly. And let me tell you, they are

5 not in a happy camp. Take it from me because I just

6 listen to people. And I think it warrants an

7 independent investigation of is there anything funny

8 going on. And maybe not. I don’t know. I don’t

9 have all the facts but I do listen to people. And I

10 think you, the seven of you, more so you should be

11 listening to people instead of forming your own

12 opinions in your little cubby hole.

13 MAYOR GOOCH: I’m going to respond

14 to that. I’m not in any cubby hole. I’ve been all

15 over this city for the last 21 years and, in

16 particular, in the last two and a half months since I

17 was elected to council and then elected by my

18 colleagues to serve as mayor. I have talked to

19 literally hundreds of people in this city and will

20 continue to do so. I will respect you but in no way

21 will I agree to your characterization that council

22 somehow and, particularly this member, is in a cubby

23 hole. Nothing could be further from the truth, sir.

24 Mr. Callison.
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45

1 investigation of Chief Akagi and City Manager Watson

2 is in order to avoid any hint of a cover—up. There

3 should not be a scintilla of consideration from

4 council that there will not be an investigation into

5 the story revealed by the ORPD retention data. For

6 the love of Oak Ridge council should turn their

7 collective ire into an investigation of Chief Akagi

8 and City Manager Watson. They are the story the ORPD

9 retention data cry out to tell. Finally, in the

10 field of data visualization it is asked what story

11 are the data telling. In the field of statistics it

12 is said follow the data. Council should follow the

13 ORPD data and investigate the story the data are

14 telling about Chief Akagi and City Manager Watson.

15 MR. CARVER: Gary Carver, 117 North

16 Purdue. And pardon me, but I’m a stroke victim so my

17 speech will lack. But doesn’t the real question boil

18 down to if Mr. Watson knew Chief Akagi, why didn’t he

19 go direct to him instead of spending the 25,000.

20 MS. CLEMSON: Kay Clemson. 420

21 Jefferson, Oak Ridge. I attended those meetings, all

22 of them during the election time. I talked to every

23 one of the people that wanted that job. If we spent

24 $25,000 of taxpayer’s money when all along Mr. Watson
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1 time. And simply implementing their wishes. I’m

2 looking at a spreadsheet of FBI crime data for the

3 last twelve years of the city. Back in 2004/2005

4 underneath the previous police chief, there were over

5 2,000 crimes committed in the city every year. When

6 the current police chief took over in 2012 his first

7 year he cut the crime rate to 1,112. He literally

8 has cut the crime in this city in half. Okay. And

9 so what are you going to investigate? A police chief

10 that’s been giving you outstanding service? The best

11 police record in the last 20 or 30 years in the city

12 or the police chief as compared to his national peers

13 as running the most effective department in the city.

14 MAYOR GOOCH: Thank you, Mr. Agle.

15 MS. BAUGHN: Mr. Mayor, I’d like to

16 address his comments. May I address his comments?

17 MAYOR GOOCH: I’m going to let Mr.

18 Kitzmiller and then I’ll let you address his

19 comments.

20 MR. KITZMILLER: David Kitzmiller,

21 144 Wellington Circle. Council, I struggle with when

22 I should have brought these comments up, whether it

23 was at the beginning of the meeting or in this

24 amendment or in the next article but they all kind of
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1 MAYOR GOOCH: Mr. Johnson.

2 DAVID JOHNSON: David Johnson, 505

3 Emory Valley Road. I promise to keep it short and

4 sweet. Everybody keeps talking about crime and

5 statistics, which that is great. However, as Trina

6 just mentioned, it’s based on the men and women that

7 serve. I served 20 years in the military and I do

8 know that morale is very important. Everybody seems

9 to be concerned. Our statistics are down but what

10 about the effect on these people that are serving.

11 ThatTs what I’m concerned about. If what I’m hearing

12 is correct, I do not know about Mr. Watson or Mr.

13 Akagi, I honestly do not know but if there is any

14 kind of integrity problem or any kind of abuse there

15 that should be looked at, we need to look at it. And

16 we need to respect these people in this uniform.

17 Thank you.

18 MAYOR GOOCH: Mr. Jernigan.

19 CHARLIE JERNIGAN: Charlie

20 Jernigan, 118 Claiborne. I’ve got to divide my thing

21 up a little bit because of this. I guess the topic

22 here is the fix was in when Chief Akagi was hired

23 because City Manager Watson knew him. Well, it turns

24 out that they both lived in Lawrence, that’s true.
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1 Akagi, am a type A personality. I want the job done

2 and I want the job done right. I appreciate the

3 style of lead, follow or move out of the way. I

4 don’t like standing still, I want things to occur.

5 MAYOR GOOCH: Mr. Tedford, you need

6 to wind up, sir, your three minutes has expired.

7 RANDY TEDEORD: Thirteen more

8 seconds.

9 MAYOR GOOCH: Yes, sir.

10 RANDY TEDFORD: I find the chief

11 can be a good person. I find his heart is in this

12 job. Sometimes he may not be the best in getting

13 that job done in personnel management but it’s a

14 matter of style. The city gave me more than one

15 extra chance. Bob Smith once asked if it was true

16 that I had never made the same mistake twice. And I

17 said no. He said, are you trying to make every one

18 of them once. I don’t think that the chief would do

19 that. If there’s a problem, give him a chance to

20 correct it. Thank you.

21 MAYOR GOOCH: Thank you, Mr.

22 Tedford. Is there any other discussion with council?

23 We have a pending --

24 SHEILA MASSEY: I’m Sheila Caidwell
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1 You should seek information on behalf of what that

2 person has informed you. So all I’m asking is I

3 think there should be an investigation. Everybody

4 should be treated fair. And if the police come to

5 your house and there’s a situation going on, I think

6 they should handle it. Domestics; we have a

7 tremendous problem with domestics. We’ve got murder.

8 We’ve got drugs. Black people don’t have no way of

9 getting drugs into the city but, you know, it’s here.

10 So the only thing I ask being a citizen all my life,

11 60 years, I think that everybody should be treated

12 fair. Just not because you are police, the police

13 don’t need to harass you because somebody in your

14 family has committed a crime. My sister got killed

15 right up here on the hill, you know, that’s just a

16 body that we lost, wasn’t nothing done about it. So

17 an investigation should be done.

18 MAYOR GOOCH: Thank you.

19 PHILIP NOLL: My name is Philip

20 Noll, I live in Clinton, Tennessee but am a retired

21 police officer here in Oak Ridge. I want to speak to

22 two things. One; it just seems there’s a

23 misconception that miraculously in the last three or

24 four years the crime rate has dropped in Oak Ridge.
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1 MAYOR GOOCH: Mr. Hardy.

2 PARKER HARDY: My name is Parker

3 Hardy, I live at 123 Amanda Drive and I’m president

4 of the Oak Ridge Chamber of Commerce. When our city

5 competes with other communities for business

6 locations I always check out the competition by

7 examining those what’s going on, what I find about

8 communities on the Internet and on their local news

9 media. And that’s a common practice in the economic

10 development business because companies are looking

11 for opportunities to reject communities before they

12 look for opportunities to accept them. And so I’m

13 very torn when I hear the kinds of conversations that

14 are going on this evening among our citizens of the

15 last several days. And I hope as council makes its

16 decisions, whether it is this amendment or others

17 that will be brought forth later, we will remember

18 and our citizens will remember with civility that it

19 is much easier to sully a personal or professional or

20 a community’s reputation than it is to repair it.

21 Thank you.

22 MAYOR GOOCH: Thank you, Mr. Hardy.

23 Any other...?

24 LINDA MABRY: Linda Mabry, 106
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1 time we need to look at all three of these issues.

2 plan to support this motion. I don’t know if it will

3 pass or not. I think, I don’t know if there is

4 anything there or not. I don’t think there is

5 honestly but in order to clear the names of Mr.

6 Watson and Mr. Akagi I think we need to open all

7 three of these. Thank you.

8 MR. HENSLEY: I see your point.

9 Thank you.

10 MAYOR GOOCH: Ms. Smith.

11 MS. SMITH: A point of information;

12 how much are we expecting that this investigation

13 would cost? It’s been suggested that we are doing

14 this to see if we wasted $24,000. Do we have any

15 estimate of how much the investigator to answer that

16 question was expected to be? I don’t know if you

17 went into that, Ms. Baughn.

18 MS. BAUGHN: My apologies but I did

19 not. I should have, I should have knowing the level

20 of information that I seek when it comes to physical

21 responsibility. But I did not factor that in.

22 MAYOR GOOCH: Other comments?

23 Ready for the vote.

24 COUNCIL MEMBER: A point of order
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1 on the cost. Would we not be able to use MTAS or

2 someone like that to take a look at this?

3 MAYOR GOOCH: Not according to this

4 motion. This is limited, there can’t be anyone that

5 would do this investigation that is directly or

6 indirectly related to the city, i.e., through, quote,

7 MTAS, CTAS, TML, et cetera.

8 MS. BAUGHN: I would be willing to

9 edit those restrictions if it please the council.

10 Would I need to make another motion? Sorry.

11 MAYOR GOOCH: We already have one

12 motion on the floor to amend a motion so we would

13 have to take action on this amendment before there

14 would be final action on your other one, so. The

15 motion before council is adoption of Ms. Baughn’s

16 substitution which would replace the pending motion

17 or the original motion that was in your packet. So

18 this is the motion, the resolution that is on the

19 screen related to an investigation of certain issues

20 to be conducted within 90 days by a third party with

21 no ties to the Oak Ridge community and shall be a

22 certified private investigator of similar background

23 totally unaffiliated with any organization affiliated

24 with the city. So it will take four affirmative
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1 April 11, 2012 to June 19, 2013 to determine if any

2 local, state or federal statutes or ethical codes

3 were violated. Be it further resolved that the city

4 council will select an independent third party and

5 such review shall be conducted within 90 days after

6 the party is selected with the report delivered to

7 city council for any necessary action. Be it further

8 resolved that that selected party will have

9 absolutely no ties to the Oak Ridge community and

10 shall be currently certified in the state of

11 Tennessee in a legal profession and be completely

12 unaffiliated and we will stop it at legal profession,

13 going to stop it right there.

14 MR. FIENSLEY: Stop it where?

15 MS. BAUGHN: In a legal profession.

16 MR. HENSLEY: What happened to the

17 rest?

18 MS. BAUGHN: To allow.., to limit

19 the cost implications of using someone like MTAS I’m

20 deleting.

21 MR. HENSLEY: Are you leaving that

22 in or taking it out?

23 MS. BAUGHN: I’m deleting ±t. I’m

24 stopping at legal profession and putting a period
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1 documents and this information. And that it be

2 properly inspected or investigated to determine

3 whether or not any of these violations that I’ve

4 referenced have been made.

5 MR. KRUSHENSKI: I stand by my

6 opinion. These divorce documents and the order of

7 protection, all the documents together, had

8 implications that involved people who were not public

9 figures, that were not citizens of Oak Ridge. This

10 was a divorce matter, this was not a city record

11 matter. Anybody that wants to view this case file

12 can go to Blount County and read it. I did not feel

13 comfortable in releasing any of this information as

14 city documentation. There was financial information

15 contained in there among other things and personal

16 private information. And it was my opinion that it

17 should not be released as a city document. But any

18 one of you seven can go to the court in Blount County

19 and read it.

20 MAYOR GOOCH: Mr. Callison.

21 MR. CALLISON: Ms. Baughn, I was

22 curious. The Oak Ridger actually fact checked part

23 of what was in the story, which was that this order

24 did not prevent the chief from carrying a firearm.
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1 That seemed to be the key issue that was in the

2 article in the paper. Is that what we are talking

3 about? The district attorney in Anderson County said

4 that the order that was in the file does not prevent

5 the chief from carrying a firearm.

6 MS. BAUGHN: May I respond to that?

7 With all due respect to the district attorney, it was

8 not his court that issued the order of protection and

9 the reason that... part of the reason that I brought

10 this forward was to determine whether or not there

11 was a violation. The documents that I have read had

12 a stipulation that he could not carry a firearm.

13 Whether that was for a day, a week or a year is in

14 question. But I have modified this resolution with

15 this amendment to encapsulate some of the other

16 factors that had come to light since then, including

17 the fact that we had city police department employees

18 testify on his behalf. There are implications behind

19 that that warrant scrutiny, in my opinion.

20 MAYOR GOOCH: Any further comments?

21 MR. HENSLEY: Me.

22 MAYOR GOOCH: Mr. Hensley.

23 MR. HENSLEY: Yeah, it’s my

24 understanding that Attorney General Clark, who I have
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1 immense respect for, said this is bogus, that there

2 was no violation. And since I do respect Attorney

3 General Clark and I’ve had a lot of people say never

4 play lawyer, I think that this is extraneous to the

5 issue.

6 MAYOR GOOCH: Ms. Smith.

7 MS. SMITH: I’m wondering has there

8 been a complaint from somebody in Blount County that

9 suggests that this was violated? Are they pursuing

10 something against him?

11 MS. BAUGHN: I’m not aware of that,

12 I’m not aware of someone in Blount County filing a

13 complaint. I’ve had.., through the last few weeks

14 I’ve received a number of complaints regarding a lot

15 of different issues and this is one of those issues

16 that was brought up. Mr. Clark did not opine on the

17 entirety of the order of protection. He opined on

18 the specific question of whether or not he was

19 allowed to carry a firearm for the entire duration of

20 the order of protection. He did not opine on whether

21 or not he could carry it for part of the order of

22 protection. So this is beyond what Mr. Clark

23 discussed.

24 MS. SMITH: I ask because it seems
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1 to me that if there was a violation of this it was a

2 matter for Blount County to be concerned about and

3 it’s outside the jurisdiction of the city of Oak

4 Ridge.

5 MR. HENSLEY: If this has been

6 resolved and, like I say, I trust Attorney General

7 Clark, if we accuse the man of something that he

8 clearly didn’t do and the court said he didn’t do it

9 I think we are liable.

10 MS. BAUGHN: Not accusing anyone of

11 doing anything and if we have an employee who was a

12 law enforcement officer and is also the chief of

13 police who violated a law then I think we need to

14 discover whether or not that has merit. Or if he did

15 violate a law. We do not know if he violated laws or

16 if he violated an order of protection. What I do

17 know is that two city employees testified on his

18 behalf, his immediate subordinates, testified on his

19 behalf. And I question the ethics, if nothing else,

20 behind that.

21 MR. HENSLEY: One of the things in

22 this country is the old idea of you can’t have double

23 jeopardy. How many times can this guy be accused of

24 the same thing?
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1 MAYOR GOOCH: Further comments?

2 Further comments by council? Comments by the

3 audience? Ms. Mansfield.

4 MS. MANSFIELD: I feel very

5 saddened for Chief Akagi that this type of thing has

6 to be public. However, it is the policy of the

7 police department that if an officer is put under an

8 order of protection and disallowed from carrying

9 their gun they are not able to do their duty here at

10 the department. They must go on desk duty and not be

11 allowed to carry their weapon until they are released

12 from that. Again, we do not like our government to

13 do things that are less than honorable and,

14 therefore, I do think it warrants an investigation.

15 MAYOR GOOCH: Mr. Jernigan or Mr.

16 Lee one.

17 CHARLIE JERNIGAN: Charlie

18 Jernigan, 118 Claiborrie. I think District Attorney

19 Clark was pretty specific in that the ex parte orders

20 of protection did not allow this to restrict him from

21 doing his job. And the other part of this that

22 concerns me is that it talks about local, state,

23 federal, any kind of violation of any ordinance. And

24 I hope you take bids on this because that’s a large
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1 sloth of legal documents to be considered.

2 MAYOR GOOCH: Thank you. Mr. Lee.

3 MR. LEE: 99 East Pasadena Road.

4 Wow! Anybody that’s gotten divorced knows that

5 unfortunately it’s awful. If there are children

6 involved it’s times the number of children how awful

7 it is. Emotions run real high. It’s a terrible

8 thing. But it eventually gets settled out after 35

9 years, my ex—wife and I are on pretty good terms.

10 But this is none of our business. This is

11 ridiculous. This is a witch hunt. This is

12 disgraceful. The district attorney has indicated

13 there is this kind of order and there’s that kind of

14 order and in this case it’s this kind of order and he

15 can carry a gun. He should carry a gun, he’s a

16 policeman, everybody knows that. Doing a great job

17 too. But this is disgraceful. This is a waste of

18 time. Is this all we’ve got? This is pitiful.

19 MAYOR GOOCH: Ms. (indiscernible)

20 UNIDENTIFIABLE NAME: To me this is

21 unbelievable. It’s like a kindergarten. I’m sorry.

22 It’s I think some people want to get rid of the

23 police chief, okay, maybe there’s some reason, maybe

24 there’s not, I don’t know. But to dig up way back
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1 things whether somebody is divorced or who know whom

2 when he was hired. I don’t know, I’m not from this

3 country, maybe I think differently. But this is

4 really ridiculous to spend so much time on something

5 like that. If there is a problem within the police

6 department let’s try and take care of it, whatever it

7 takes. Whether it’s dissatisfaction or anger

8 management, whatever, but we have more important

9 things to do in Oak Ridge. Think about the school

10 things that are going on. Getting business to come

11 to Oak Ridge. You are chasing people away. We are

12 chasing people away. Who wants to live here? I

13 almost regret that I moved here. I love the city, I

14 love the people, I love the school, my students. But

15 this is really embarrassing, I can’t believe it. I

16 wish I shouldn’t have said anything, sorry.

17 MAYOR GOOCH: Thank you.

18 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: If you’ve

19 ever been in a dispute with someone you say things

20 out of anger. But hers is; I’ll kill you, threats.

21 It’s an order of protection. This man carries a gun

22 in our community. If he’s fighting with someone arid

23 he’s acting like that, we should be concerned, it’s

24 called domestic violence and it’s very a bad
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1 is behind this. I cannot believe we’ve got a chief

2 of police that had sat there and as far as Joseph Lee

3 goes, you are the smartass —-

4 MAYOR GOOCH: I’m sorry, you are

5 not directing your comments -—

6 MS. POWERS: I’m sorry, you are

7 just really smart alecky. You are smart alecky.

8 MAYOR GOOCH: Ms. Powers. Ms.

9 Powers.

10 MS. POWERS: I’m livid.

11 MAYOR GOOCH: Joe, please sit down.

12 You direct your comments to council and not to

13 members of the audience.

14 MS. POWERS: It would take so much

15 more than three minutes. Some of you all are acting

16 out of spite. It’s clear to everybody on TV because

17 we are all following it and chatting and carrying on

18 and pointing out certain things that are said and

19 certain things that are not said. The sighs whenever

20 Ms. Baughn wants to speak is ridiculous. It’s

21 just... I am so ashamed of this city. I really am.

22 Not because of you. But the only thing I’m glad is

23 because you are on the city council. And thank you,

24 too, Mr. Chinn. Thank you. But if you all want to
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1 sit there and have a chief of police, no, these guys

2 cannot say what they want to say, of course, they are

3 going to send in, thatTs a different topic but of

4 course they are going to send in anonymous letters.

5 I really, really hope you all get to the bottom of

6 this with a better attitude and thinking for

7 yourself.

8 MR. STEVENS: 507 Black Oak. I

9 came into this world via Oak Ridge Hospital on July

10 29, 1961. You may try to shut Trina up, you can’t

11 shut me up. I have rights under the first amendment

12 to post anything I want on the Internet and it’s not

13 going to stop. Kay’s website is not going to stop

14 until you open it up and take a look at what’s going

15 on. And integrity does matter. If there was

16 dishonesty involved in the hiring of the police

17 chief, that matters. If he had an order protection

18 from his former wife because he can’t control his

19 temper, that matters because I go up and down the

20 streets of this town everyday.

21 MAYOR 000CH: Thank you, Mr.

22 Stevens. Other comments from the audience?

23 MR. ALLEN: I’ve been here for 36

24 years. This is a community that I love. I raised my
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1 done something or if he hadn’t, an investigation is

2 going to clear it all up. The city can grow from

3 there. I don’t know him. I’ve heard a lot bad about

4 him. I’ve not heard much good. And you keep talking

5 about the crime rate going down. I don’t even feel

6 safe in my house without my door being locked and I

7 don’t live in a bad part of town. But I have a Mr.

8 Yancy that knocks on my door or tries to break in my

9 house and you all can’t seem to keep him in jail.

10 And I know that has not to do with anything. But

11 there’s a lot in this city but the morale is so bad.

12 And if you can’t keep the city happy, you are not

13 going to grow. You need to get the morale growing

14 back and the city growing. And I appreciate

15 everything that you all are doing but when you start

16 fighting amongst each other or disagreeing and the

17 disappointment you see in each other’s face, like she

18 said, when someone else is talking, that’s not coming

19 together. And you need to come together and do

20 what’s best for the city and watch the city grow.

21 MARCIE WILLISON: My name is Marcie

22 Willison and I live at 106 West Pauley Road in Oak

23 Ridge. My daughter lives in a socialist country, she

24 married a foreigner and she told me that she lives in
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1 this second resolution for the one thatTs in your

2 packet. So let’s go to the board.

3 Five nays and two ayes. The motion to

4 substitute fails. We are now back to the original

5 motion to substitute that was made by Mr. Callison,

6 which would substitute for the original resolution

7 proposed by Ms. Baughn.

8 Mr. Callison, do you want to explain your

9 resolution?

10 MR. CALLISON: That resolution

11 focuses on the original issue that we started this

12 whole thing with, which was the turnover rates in the

13 police force. We think that that’s a very broad

14 term. It allows an investigator, an independent

15 investigator, to look at the issues that might be

16 present. People might ask, well, who in the heck

17 could we find that might do this for us. One of the

18 guys is a guy named Rex Barton, he’s actually with

19 MTAS who we work with a lot. He’s had 20 years of

20 service with MTAS. HeTs done 52 police

21 investigations around the state, he covers the entire

22 state of Tennessee. He will work with us on the

23 scope of the study and he’s a very professional

24 person to do this kind of thing. He has no, for lack
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1 of a term, what’s the right word for it, he has no

2 stake in this problem or issue, whatever we want to

3 call it. He is available. He actually lives in

4 Athens, Tennessee, which is not too far from us. The

5 other thing is we actually received a resume from a

6 retired chief of police in middle Tennessee who has a

7 similar kind of a background, I don’t think he’s

8 quite as strong but those are the kinds of people

9 that we are talking about having look at the issue.

10 They know nothing about Oak Ridge. They owe no

11 allegiance to the government of Oak Ridge or the city

12 council. Truly an independent review of the

13 situation, a report back to us and also to city

14 manager who is actually responsible ultimately for

15 hiring and firing staff.

16 MAYOR GOOCH: Mr. Callison, when do

17 you propose that the report would come back to

18 council?

19 MR. CALLISON: I’d propose 30 days

20 after we select the independent party.

21 MAYOR GOOCH: Mr. Hope.

22 MR. HOPE: Thank you, Mayor. I

23 have a couple of questions, Kelly, concerning that.

24 I think there’s two areas that we’ve made the scope
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1 department.

2 MAYOR GOOCH: Mr. Hope, are you

3 making an amendment to the.., are you proposing an

4 amendment to the substitute motion?

5 MR. HOPE: Mr. Mayor, I dont know

6 what I’m doing at this point. It’s been a long

7 meeting, I’m tired, my tie is loose.

8 MAYOR GOOCH: Mr. Callison.

9 MR. CALLISON: I have no problem

10 amending that and making it more specific. I would

11 say that when I look at it from a personnel point of

12 view, turnover rates, a lot of things affect turnover

13 rates. It can be morale, it can be new state

14 policies. That’s why I picked it but I think it’s a

15 great segue to look at a department and understand

16 what the issues are. But I have rio problem

17 whatsoever adding those additional words to the

18 substitution.

19 MAYOR GOOCH: So as I understand

20 it, you are willing to accept a motion that wherein

21 the second recital whereas city council desires to

22 hire an independent third party to review the

23 turnover rate in the Oak Ridge Police Department,

24 that in addition to the turnover rate would be added
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1 morale and administrative policies in the recital and

2 then in the first paragraph pursuant to Article II,

3 Section Nine of the Charter of the City of Oak Ridge

4 city council hereby authorizes an independent third

5 party review of the turnover, morale and

6 administrative policies in the Oak Ridge Police

7 Department.

8 MR. CALLISON: I will support that.

9 MR. HENSLEY: I’ll second Chuck’s

10 motion.

11 MAYOR GOOCH: It’s been moved and

12 seconded that Mr. Callison’s resolution to substitute

13 be amended by adding the terms morale and

14 administrative policies to the subjects of the

15 independent review. Let’s go to the board. I’m

16 sorry, pardon me.

17 MR. HENSLEY: We are voting on the

18 amendment, right?

19 MAYOR GOOCH: We are voting on the

20 amendment. Mr. Hensley, do you have comments?

21 MR. HENSLEY: Yeah, are we voting

22 on the amendment?

23 MAYOR GOOCH: We are voting on the

24 amendment.
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1 react to our behavior. And I’ve had reports of the

2 same kinds of experiences by citizens who feel that

3 they were being bullied by people in authority in the

4 department, as have been expressed by police

5 officers, feeling that they are not being treated

6 right. As I see it, this is an opportunity for

7 future improvement to make sure that we understand

8 what the issues are and help the department be the

9 best it can be. I move that we add expectation in

10 addition to investigating turnover, morale and

11 administrative policies to include opportunities for

12 public input.

13 MAYOR GOOCH: Public input, public

14 comments?

15 MS. SMITH: Public input to the

16 investigator.

17 MAYOR GOOCH: Public input.

18 MS. BAUGHN: I’d like to clarify.

19 MR. HENSLEY: I’ll second that.

20 MAYOR GOOCH: The motion has been

21 moved and seconded to add a fourth area of inquiry

22 during the independent review to take public input.

23 Ms. Baughn.

24 MS. BAUGHN: What you said at first
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1 we started talking about where we talked about the

2 police department. So I think we’ve got it

3 constrained and yet broad enough to touch those

4 things that we need.

5 MAYOR GOOCH: I also share that

6 concern because I would like to have the review

7 completed and back to us within 30 days of us

8 choosing an investigator, whoever that person is.

9 And while I think we can certainly discuss broadening

10 the scope of citizen participation and review, I

11 don’t think it is something that needs to be done in

12 the context of this particular resolution.

13 MS. SMITH: I can speak to that.

14 agree that we don’t need an investigation to get this

15 kind of citizen input. In fact, normally we wouldn’t

16 have a special investigation. When we’d hear citizen

17 concerns we’d be communicating them to the city

18 manager and it would be moving down the line. So if

19 others are not concerned about that as a particular

20 area, I’m happy not to include it in the

21 investigation.

22 MAYOR GOOCH: Would you be willing

23 to withdraw your motion --

24 MS. SMITH: I will withdraw my
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1 motion and I believe my seconder will withdraw his

2 second.

3 COUNCIL MEMBER: Did I say that?

4 MS. SMITH: I thought you did,

5 yeah.

6 MAYOR GOOCH: Yes. Further

7 comments, further comments by council? Ms. Baughn.

8 MS. BAUGHN: Are we about to vote

9 on the amended main motion?

10 MAYOR GOOCH: Not until we have --

11 MS. BAUGHN: Public input.

12 MAYOR GOOCH: Yes.

13 MS. BAUGHN: Okay, I do have one

14 more just clarification that once if and when we move

15 forward with this amended resolution and I appreciate

16 the effort that you went to, Mr. Callison, to insert

17 this into the discussion. This is exactly what I

18 hoped would happen tonight, that we would have this

19 kind of open discussion and discuss ideas and ways to

20 deal with these issues. I would like to make sure

21 that what we are committing to we have the

22 flexibility again within a special meeting to set the

23 course and the parameters. Does this resolution, as

24 youTve written it, give us that flexibility to say,
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1 okay, here’s the criteria for the kind of

2 investigator that we want and we get to have a say in

3 picking that person and we get to say in terms of the

4 environment that he will conduct it and what we will

5 have access to after the fact. Is the way that this

6 is written, and maybe the city attorney needs to

7 comment as well, allow for that.

8 MR. KRUSHENSKI: City council sets

9 its own rules on how the parameters of this

10 investigation or inquiry or review are going to go.

11 Four votes and the rules will be set.

12 MS. BAUGI-IN: But we are not setting

13 those rules in stone in this resolution?

14 MR. KRUSHENSKI: Not right now, no,

15 not right now. All this does is lay the framework to

16 set the specific parameters. You are going to have

17 to have something in writing and voted on and

18 approved by four votes, majority.

19 MS. BAUGHN: Thank you.

20 MAYOR GOOCH: Other comments by

21 council? Yes, sir.

22 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: I usually

23 don’t like to take names and I would try to avoid but

24 since the motion or the amendment by the vice mayor,
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1 mayor pro tem, has withdrawn, my comments may be

2 superfluous but let me make them anyway. It is the

3 council’s job to listen to people and get the

4 feedback and that should not be part of the

5 investigation. That’s not what you are

6 investigating. You are not investigating the

7 citizens’ reaction. You are investigating the police

8 department. So the way Councilman Callison had it, I

9 think he captured the essence of it and I would just

10 limit that to what he summarized with no further ado

11 and take a vote. Thank you.

12 MAYOR GOOCH: Thank you. Yes,

13 ma’am.

14 MS. BREWER: I’m Molly Brewer, 102

15 Nantucket Way Oak Ridge. I just have a question.

16 Throughout the investigation on the Oak Ridge Police

17 Department morale, administrative policies and

18 turnover rate, once this investigation is wrapped up,

19 what are we going to do with the data when it falls

20 out? How are we going to address any bag of worms

21 that might come from it? Will you all prepare

22 something to address the data that falls out of this

23 investigation?

24 MAYOR GOOCH: That will come back
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1 to us in a report that will be discussed in a regular

2 city council meeting and decisions will be made then

3 on what actions, if any, are needed to go forward

4 based on the findings of the investigation.

5 MS. BREWER: Okay, I guess my

6 concern is, after listening to all this mess that

7 we’ve listened to tonight, I’ve lived here 57 years,

8 I want transparency, integrity, a good clean city, I

9 want people to come here, I want people to be happy

10 and proud of their city council and their city

11 manager. And once the investigation is done and

12 whatever falls out falls out, I don’t want it swept

13 under the rug, I don’t want to see it covered up, I

14 don’t want to see anything hidden. I want us all at

15 the same time or openly to find out the same thing.

16 I want us to know what you all know. Thank you.

17 MAYOR GOOCH: Further comments?

18 MS. MANSFIELD: I’m Ms. Mansfield,

19 I live on Hendrix Drive. I would just also like to

20 reiterate that the investigation would be done by

21 impartial unbiased people. Whoever that is that they

22 cannot be coerced into certain opinions or pressured

23 into some particular outcomes, that we can trust you

24 and we can trust that team to conduct this in an
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1 honorable way.

2 MAYOR GOOCH: Any other discussion?

3 Yes, ma’am.

4 MS. KINDLE: Rebecca Kindle, 105

5 Dedmon Lane. The investigation has got to have

6 anonymity because we have police department employees

7 right now that are afraid to speak and I know that

8 for a fact and I won’t say how I know that for a fact

9 but I’ve got quite a few friends. If it doesn’t have

10 that, there’s actually been some talk that they won’t

11 talk unless they are subpoenaed. Now I don’t know

12 that that’s possible but they’ve got to be assured

13 that what they say is not going to come back to bite

14 them in the ass. That’s all I’ve got to say.

15 MAYOR GOOCH: Mr. Chinn.

16 MR. CHINN: To that point, it’s my

17 understanding that all these proceedings are covered

18 by the Whistleblower Act. I spoke to the city

19 attorney about that earlier.

20 MR. KRUSHENSKI: This will be a

21 private investigation by whoever you appoint.

22 MR. CHINN: So will the

23 Whistleblower Act be in place?

24 MR. KRUSHENSKI: Depending on if it
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1 the State of Tennessee Whistleblower Act would cover

2 the issues that we’ve discussed here today.

3 MR. KRUSHENSKI: We also have a

4 retaliatory discharge cause of action that employees

5 can use if they are retaliated against.

6 MS. BAUGHN: We as in the city of

7 Oak Ridge?

8 MR. KRUSHENSKI: The state does.

9 MS. BAUGI-IN: Okay, you will need to

10 educate us and come prepared to that special meeting

11 with these tools that we will need to ensure that

12 process is not compromised.

13 MAYOR GOOCH: Yes, ma’am.

14 MS. POWERS: Tracy Stout Powers,

15 103 Norton Road. When I heard the word retaliation

16 it brought to mind the firemen. I’m just wondering

17 if that’s the same...?

18 MAYOR GOOCH: It is not.

19 MS. POWERS: He is not covered

20 under anything? The retaliation part from --

21 MAYOR GOOCH: The issue that was

22 raised in the initial public comments related to the

23 firemen is not part of this investigation at all.

24 MS. POWERS: Right, I understand
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1 that. We are talking about retaliation, though, is

2 that part of what when he was sent home? Forget him.

3 Is that part of... yeah, would it not cover him from

4 being retaliated against?

5 MAYOR GOOCH: I think there will be

6 further discussion or review of that situation. We

7 don’t know anything about those facts. That’s not

8 part of this particular resolution. It doesn’t mean

9 going forward that we can’t have a discussion about

10 that but it’s not included in this particular

11 resolution.

12 MS. POWERS: Alright, thank you.

13 MAYOR GOOCH: You are welcome.

14 Further comments?

15 MS. BREWER: Molly Brewer, 102

16 Nantucket Way. Quickly, we are just talking about

17 Oak Ridge Police Department, not the Oak Ridge city

18 staff employees, is that correct?

19 MAYOR GOOCH: Just the Oak Ridge

20 Police Department.

21 MS. BREWER: Does anybody feel that

22 the whole city staff needs to be involved or is that

23 just another thing on down the road?

24 MAYOR GOOCH: Further comments?
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1 to withdraw this motion because I think that this is

2 something that we need to get over, we need to come

3 together as a council, we need to move forward and

4 focus on the positive things that we have going on in

5 this town, as I said before, we are in a position

6 that other communities would die to be in with the

7 jobs, with the job creation, the money that’s being

8 spent here. This is something we need to focus on

9 and not whether or not somebody brought something out

10 that we didn’t like the way they did it or not.

11 That’s childish in my opinion. And I think because

12 of the way that (applause) because we don’t like the

13 way that someone said something or the way something

14 was brought out doesn’t mean that we need to muzzle

15 them, maybe we need to talk to them in an open forum

16 and ask them and promote the positive things that we

17 have going on. And I think if we’re able to do that

18 I think we’ll be better off as a city and better off

19 as a council. And I appreciate the time. Thank you.

20 MAYOR 000CH: Ms. Baughn.

21 MS. BAUGHN: Mr. Hensley, so much

22 of what you said was untrue that I won’t even bother

23 to try to address it. I maintain my position that I

24 violated no law, no ethical code, nothing in the
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1 charter. I’ve explained myself very publicly all of

2 the steps I took for the last year that led up to

3 this point. I will ask you, however, you have levied

4 an accusation against me that I have violated the

5 charter and gave directions to subordinates and I

6 would like for you to very clearly specify when and

7 how I did that.

8 MR. HENSLEY: I’ll read them to

9 you, I’ve got them right here.

10 MS. BAUGHN: Please do.

11 MR. HENSLEY: On February 23, 2014

12 you wrote a letter; Baughn issues order to Mark

13 Watson to provide extensive information before close

14 of business tomorrow. Provide to me, Baughn, that’s

15 you, the data Baughn previously. On down here --

16 MS. BAUGHN: Would you say that

17 again? I’m not following what you said there

18 exactly.

19 MR. HENSLEY: You ordered the city

20 manager to provide you with information, extensive

21 information. Okay, now, down here number seven.

22 This is Baughn to council and others on February

23 26th. This was distributed to all press demanding a

24 meeting the next day with no previous council
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1 discussion and you give a direct order to the city

2 clerk. City clerk; you are hereby directed. That

3 right there is a violation of the charter.

4 MS. BAUGHN: May I speak to that,

5 please.

6 MR. HENSLEY: You asked me to do

7 this.

8 MS. BAUGHN: Yes, I did. Have you

9 got more?

10 MR. HENSLEY: Yes. Baughn to Jack

11 Suggs on May 8, 2014. It was copied to Mark Watson.

12 But it starts off with Jack and the letter requests a

13 bunch of information from the electrical department.

14 You know what, Ms. Baughn, I donTt really care about

15 that that much. What I care about is the fact that

16 you think that your seat is somehow more important

17 than the rest of our seats. All I want is fair

18 treatment for everybody. I want fair treatment for

19 that gentleman. I want fair treatment for the

20 policemen. I want fair treatment for you. And I

21 want fair treatment for me and the other five people

22 up here.

23 MS. BAUGHN: I would like to

24 redirect.
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1 MAYOR GOOCH: Have you concluded,

2 Mr. Hensley?

3 MS. BAUGHN: Mr. Hensley, you

4 stated ——

5 MAYOR GOOCH: Wait just a minute,

6 Ms. Baughn. Ellen, are you coming off?

7 MS. SMITH: I took it off so she

8 could have the microphone.

9 MAYOR GOOCH: Ms. Smith deferred to

10 you, Ms. Baughn.

11 MS. BAUGHN: Mr. Hensley, you

12 stated that I violated the charter by giving

13 direction to subordinates. In none of your examples

14 did I direct a subordinate. The charter restricts me

15 to dealing with the city manager. Your first

16 example; I asked him for information. Asking for

17 information and setting a deadline to my direct

18 employee is not a violation of the charter. Your

19 second example is covered within the charter. I

20 cited the charter because the charter dictates that

21 in order to call a special meeting we have to go

22 through the city clerk who sets the special meetings.

23 And finally, you said it yourself, I requested

24 information from Mr. Suggs. The charter does not



114

1 preclude me from requesting information from

2 employees. So I would ask that in the future if you

3 want to accuse me of violating a law, violating the

4 charter or violating any other statute in this

5 country that you come better prepared with

6 information to back up what you are claiming.

7 MR. HENSLEY: I want to reply. I

8 want to respond to that. Can I do that?

9 MAYOR GOOCH: You are recognized,

10 Mr. Hensley.

11 MR. HENSLEY: Ms. Baughn, you know

12 you are really, really good at making excuses but it

13 clearly right here shows that you gave directions to

14 members of the city staff. How can you deny that

15 where it says; I direct you directly to the city

16 clerk is not giving directions to city staff? But

17 like I say, the only thing I’m talking about here

18 really is healing the problem that we have on

19 council. This man right here has been tried in the

20 press. This has been a witch hunt. It’s the closest

21 thing I’ve ever seen to a media lynching. Now, sure,

22 we’ve got things that we need to investigate but to

23 hang him out to dry in the press when he’s never had

24 an opportunity to present his case to us, that is
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1 community over things that people read half of in a

2 social media post and didn’t understand, and so

3 forth. I’m not going to support the resolution but I

4 wanted you to hear what I had to say.

5 MAYOR GOOCH: Mr. Hope.

6 MR. HOPE: The last several hours

7 we’ve spent talking about situations that need the

8 attention of city council. My regret in this process

9 is that for whatever reason, Trina, you feel like we

10 can’t or we haven’t shown you the right relationship

11 to work together. And I’d like you to know that from

12 my perspective and I certainly feel that from our

13 newly-elected council members now a month and a half,

14 almost two months into the job, that we as a body

15 need to work together. We as a body, the seven of

16 us, can bring information together and attain the

17 facts to make sure that we make good decisions for

18 the whole of the city, for the whole of the

19 community. We all seven got elected by the

20 community. Not everybody voted for me, not everybody

21 voted for you. But we got elected through the

22 process. And we have been asked to be good stewards

23 of the policies and procedures of this community. I

24 would like us to figure out the way for us to work
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1 You should not have to carry the load yourself. You

2 should not have to feel that you have to carry that

3 load forward. If it’s not working, then let us

4 figure out how we can communicate better to make that

5 an equal share among all seven of us. All seven of

6 us need to represent the city. Thank you.

7 MAYOR GOOCH: Ms. Baughn.

8 MS. BAUGHN: Thank you. Mr.

9 Callison, Mr. Hensley, Ms. Smith, Mayor Gooch, Mr.

10 Hope and Mr. Chinn and citizens of Oak Ridge. I have

11 listened and I have taken to heart your concerns and

12 your questions. Arid while we are not going to agree

13 on some things, I know that we will find things that

14 we will agree on, and I do agree that it is best to

15 try to follow processes, I’m a die hard believer in

16 processes, believe it or riot. And I believe that we

17 should work as a more cohesive team. Public

18 involvement is a good thing. Andy, come on,

19 seriously. Let me just get my final comments out and

20 then you can have at it. Public involvement is a

21 good thing. And public business is the business of

22 the public. And, you know, if I had to put a

23 percentage on it, 95% of what the government in Oak

24 Ridge does is completely unknown to most people in
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1 MR. HENSLEY: Yeah, what I’d like

2 to do is take Rick’s advice, I was thinking about

3 doing it anyway. And in the interest of getting back

4 together and working together and trying to turn the

5 corner toward unity here amongst the seven of us, I’m

6 perfectly willing to withdraw this. What I wanted to

7 do was get attention, get the attention to what I

8 perceived as a problem amongst us. And I think we’ve

9 done that. Now the only thing we are not getting

10 yet, and maybe I shouldn’t withdraw it until

11 everybody wants to come up and talk again, but my

12 plan is now, if my seconder will go along with it.

13 You did. I seconded it. You made the motion.

14 You’ve got to withdraw it.

15 COUNCIL MEMBER: I have no problem

16 withdrawing it.

17 MR. HENSLEY: Well, if you want to

18 wait and let everybody talk first, that’s fine.

19 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Well, I

20 think --

21 MAYOR GOOCH: Wait just a second.

22 Just a second. Now we have been here for almost five

23 hours engaging in transparent government and

24 compliance with the open meetings law and I am glad
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1 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: The ex-mayor

2 of this town, no name is mentioned, he is not here.

3 Democracy is inherently messy and that’s what we

4 would miss. Now don’t feel too bad about it taking

5 so many hours because I have been to the council

6 meetings until 1:30 in the morning. And so I know

7 how it goes. But, as you say, Mr. Mayor, this is the

8 process you’ve got to go through. Because if you

9 don’t listen to everybody, including the citizens,

10 you are not going to reach a good decision. And my

11 objection, which I e-mailed to Councilman 1-lensley’s

12 resolution, was if Ms. Baughn’s resolution was bad,

13 his resolution was worse. And I’m not passing

14 judgments who is right and who is wrong. That’s not

15 the issue. But the main objective here is to provide

16 a positive image of the city. By doing those

17 resolutions, especially the second resolution, it is

18 going to be in the press tomorrow whether you like it

19 or not. And people are going to wonder is that how

20 they behave. It’s like the grade school food fight

21 because I don’t like you, therefore, I’m going to

22 disbar you from the committees. That’s outright

23 childish. Mr. Chinn said that quite eloquently. Arid

24 I don’t think we should engage into that kind of
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1 stuff. Any one of you. And I speak with authority

2 because I am the citizen who elected you so you work

3 for me, in effect. So I think be respectful to the

4 citizens and work more efficiently. Like I said, the

5 last council, two councils ago, I have said that was

6 the worst council I have seen. Don’t let yourself be

7 worse than them. I think you are just starting off

8 with a new council and I think there is hope. Thank

9 you.

10 MAYOR G000H: Mr. Mehaf fey.

11 MR. MEHAFFEY: My mouth is really

12 dry from waiting all night but Mike Mehaf fey, 113

13 Faliberry Street. I wanted to thank you all for

14 taking care of the preschool. For those of you who

15 know, or you probably don’t know, I’m a big education

16 proponent. I appreciate you all working together.

17 do want to take one minute and address Ms. Baughn.

18 Trina, you talked about you haven’t done anything

19 wrong and you havenTt committed any ethics. And I

20 want you, in turn, to treat the citizens the same

21 way. In a blog post on your website on last

22 September Injunction Request Against Oak Ridge

23 Chamber of Commerce you wrote to Mr. Krushenski, you

24 said these words; it appears the Chamber of Commerce
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1 is trying to influence local elections through

2 multiple new initiatives. In addition to the newly

3 formed pact, which I didn’t have anything to do with,

4 by the way, and the activities of the board members

5 listed above over half its members fall into a newly

6 formed group called Friends of Oak Ridge Schools.

7 The group was founded in part by one of seven chamber

8 members in an attempt of recommending for your

9 consideration candidates for city council and board

10 of education. Trina, I and two other people formed

11 Friends of Oak Ridge Schools, it’s a Facebook group,

12 we don’t take money, we don’t give money. Under the

13 constitution which you put all the time, we have a

14 right to endorse who we want and to pick who we want

15 and I really wish you would choose your words more

16 fairly when you are dealing with people in the

17 community. We are citizens like you. I could

18 support everything you all do but let’s all work

19 together and stop all this being nasty. Thank you.

20 MAYOR GOOC}-I: Ms. Agle.

21 MS. AGLE: Angi Agle. 101 West

22 Melbourne Road. I appreciate Mr. Herisley’s bringing

23 this resolution. While it’s very meaningful and it

24 produced a very good discussion, it has no teeth. It
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1 there, I know you do. You probably got to know me a

2 little better. So newspapers is one way to get some

3 things out too. And looking at social media, I find

4 out that some of Ms. Baughn’s detractors have counted

5 the number of times she has voted alone. They want

6 her punished for voting too often as a single vote

7 for or against a motion. And these detractors; they

8 want to force some kind of conformity on the council.

9 But I argue that Ms. Baughn is behaving in the

10 tradition of great Americans like Sojourner Truth.

11 She is really putting character above conformity and

12 she is putting principles above politics. So I am

13 very pleased that my friend, and all of you are my

14 friends, decided to withdraw that resolution because

15 it would have really torn this city apart. Thank

16 you.

17 MAYOR GOOCH: Ms. Capshaw.

18 MS. CAPSHAW: Good evening,

19 councilmen and councilwomen. My name is Ebony

20 Capshaw, I live at 125 Spillman Avenue. I’m also a

21 member of the Scarboro neighborhood watch group. I

22 have worked with City Manager Watson as well as the

23 police chief in the capacity that I serve on the

24 neighborhood watch group. But I also voted Ms.
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1 Baughn into office and I came out after reading and

2 seeing that this resolution was going to be put

3 forward and I just wanted to state, and I’ll keep it

4 short and sweet because we’ve been here a long time,

5 that I thank you for presenting the information to

6 the citizens. I want to know what is going on

7 despite the relationships that I have with some of

8 the city staff. I want all of the facts put out for

9 us to see what’s going on. I don’t want anything

10 swept under the rug. And I thank you for the work

11 that you’ve done so far. Thank you.

12 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: William G.

13 Brownlow was an original inductee into the Tennessee

14 Press Hall of Fame. His motto was cry loud and spare

15 not. Our system of government is based on a division

16 of power. When the city council appoints a city

17 manager and rallies behind him, that’s a

18 concentration of power. That’s not democracy, that’s

19 fascism.

20 MAYOR G000H: Yes, sir.

21 MR. MAYES: My name is Nolan Mayes.

22 I’ve never spoke before more than three people. I’d

23 like to comment on Ms. Baughn, I think she’s doing a

24 fantastic job. And she was correct in talking about
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1 the Secret City. City council, in the past,

2 everything has always been a secret and she’s

3 bringing the light to it. I’d like to thank her.

4 MR. LEE: Joseph Lee, 99 East

5 Pasadena Road. I would like to thank Mayor Gooch for

6 keeping us all in order and in line and following the

7 process. Good job, Mayor. Thank you so much. And,

8 Trina, I think you owe Oak Ridge an apology for your

9 media blitz. Thank you very much. I know I’ll never

10 get it but you owe us an apology.

11 MAYOR GOOCH: Thank you, Mr. Lee.

12 Thank you, Mr. Lee.

13 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: I wasn’t

14 going to say anything. But I want to ask Mr. 1-lensley

15 to apologize to Ms. Baughn for his bullying and also

16 Ms. Smith to apologize for the way she started this

17 meeting bullying Ms. Baughn over an appointment the

18 mayor made putting her on a committee. I want to

19 express appreciation for Ms. Baughn and her watchful

20 eye. I believe she’s done the right thing. People

21 who prove they have deep moral character and courage

22 are those who gain respect from the world around

23 them. We are inspired by people like her who are

24 willing to stand up against injustice, fight for
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1 change and for a better life for our community.

2 People take heart when they see the strong insist

3 that our government leaders adhere to a firm set of

4 ethics and values. People with backbone, such as Ms.

5 Baughn, inspire us to look for ways we can support

6 the vision of the community. We elected Ms. Baughn

7 to represent our interests with this local

8 government. Her loyalty to representing our

9 interest, even when the status quo takes arm against

10 her, has only benefited her by proving that she’s

11 worthy of our respect. We will not take it lightly.

12 I go further and urge you not to apologize but in the

13 future to please consider the implications of such

14 actions. Thank you.

15 MAYOR GOOCH: Any other public

16 comments? Mr. Hensley, you are recognized.

17 MR. HENSLEY: Ms. Mansfield, I

18 appreciate your comments but I have to say that if

19 you think that doing what I thought was right tonight

20 was easy, you are very mistaken. And in this

21 community I have a whole lot of support also and I

22 probably received 25 letters that thanked me for my

23 position. So tonight I backed off of my position to

24 try to get some unity. There is no guilt here. We



138

1 all look at things differently. And I do appreciate

2 your comments but there is no apology necessary here

3 either from Ms. Baughn or from me because we think

4 differently and where I would like to get to is where

5 we can work together eventually.

6 MAYOR GOOCH: Mr. Hope, you are

7 recognized.

8 MR. HOPE: I respectfully request

9 that we remove the resolution.

10 MAYOR GOOCH: Without objection?

11 MR. HENSLEY: I was the second so I

12 agree.

13 MAYOR GOOCH: Resolution is

14 removed.

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24
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